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Institute and General Library, in introducing the new Journal, 
Our Columns, to their thousand and one subscribers, do not attempt 
to make any great promises concerning its present or future; neither 
do they intend it to supply the place of any existing publication. 
Their object is to provide a means of placing the members au courant with 
their plans and intentions, as decided in Council from month to month, 
and to enable them to make the Society known to those of the public 
who do not yet subscribe to it. 


In this number will be found the Annual Report and Accounts of the 
Institution, duly audited ; from these it is apparent that it has been 
managed with care and economy, and further expansion will ensue as 
the roll of subscribers increases. Some details relating to the Archeological 
and Natural History Society (which has been amalgamated with our own) 
will also be found in the present issue. 


When the “Bedfordshire General Library” was first established some sixty 
years ago, few could have imagined that it would have reached in 
this century such a membership, and acquired such a splendid property in 
books and buildings as it now possesses. If these pages may but extend the 
knowledge of its resources and treasures, and promote a still friendlier relation 
between the members and the Council, the Editors and their friends will 
never regret that in March, 1891, they issued the first number of Our Columns. 
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Fntroductory. 
By J. S. Paitipotts, M.A., B.C.L. (ix- PREsIDENT). 


S$ ( ‘ ENQUIRE WITHIN UPON EVERYTHING. 


Without a supply of books this educational centre would only create a thirst with nothing 
to slake it. As it is, anyone with any interest in a specific subject can find the informa- 
tion he wants. 

If we are of antiquarian or geographical turn of mind, we can see in the map of 
« Arric#®, described, the manners of their Habits, and buildinge: newly done into English 
by I. S. (John Speed) and published at the charges of G. Humble Ano 1626,” that 
even then it was known that the sources of the two Niles were in two lakes just 
south of the Equator,—a discovery which we believed was reserved for our times. 


If the reader is speculative, he may notice exactly where in this map the words 
occur ‘‘ here is gold digged up in great quantity”; and if enamoured of the cause 
of the emancipation of woman, he can note ‘“ Casates, here the Amazons are said to 
inhabit.” If of a political turn, he can also note where the Portuguese names occur, 
-—and can also see in Europe the then limits of Seryia and Bulgaria and Romania 
(apparently Roumelia), a question which may yet conyulse Europe. 


Turning homewards, in the map of Bedfordshire (since reprinted) he can see the 
lime kiln owing to which Queen’s Head Lane was re-christened Lime Street. He 
can see ‘‘ The Schole,” occupying about the same spot as the present Grammar School; 
while the Shire or Moot Hall, then the ‘‘ Moute Hall,’ was nearly on the site of 
Brown’s fish shop, and Horne Lane appears to be called “ Calt’s Lane.” No doubt 
many archeologists will explain this in the next number of Our Columns. We are 
glad to learn of Bedford that “the Ayre is temperate and the Soile bountious,’ and 
that it is “ pleasantly seated, having the Ouse running thorow the Towne in the 
middest, and a faire Stone Bridge built over the same whereon are his gates to locke 
and impeach the Passage, as occasion shall serve.’ We may also read how Offa’s 
‘““Tombe of Lead (as it were some phantasticall thing) appeared often to them that 
seeke it not, but to them that seeke it (saith Rosse) it is invisible.’ We can also 
justify the rustics who know not Odell, but ask if you mean “ Wuddle,”’ by the old 
spelling, Wood Hill. We may still hold that this County is “‘ Champion” in another 
sense from that of Champaign. We can see the dangers of wandering into other 
counties by the fact that Edward L. Russell, Earle of Bedford, had to forfeit a 
horse-shoe at Oakham in Rutland, as homage to the Earl of Huntingdon. a 
In Camden we find Bedford is still ‘eminent for the pleasantness of its situation.” 
“In this town, anno 1561, was built and endowed a Free School by Sir William 
Harper [note the spelling] a native hereof, bred a Merchant Taylor in the city of 
London and afterwards: Lord Mayor.” We learn also how Offa, that Prince of the 
Mercians, made choice of this place for his burial, and how the town was repaired 
by Edward the Elder after it had been destroyed by Danish wars; ‘which King did 
likewise add a little town on the south side of the river, called by that age Mikes- 
gate.” The thrilling account of the Siege of Bedford Castle must be read to be 
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enjoyed. In the south of the county we go “ through fields of excellent beans, 
yielding a pleasant smell, but by their fragrancy spoiling the scent of dogs, to the 
great regret of the hunters.” Happy hunters, to hunt in June! 

Fishermen, again, might note in Fuller’s ‘ Worthies,”’ ‘I know the Silver Eels are 
generally preferred and I could wish they loved men but as well as men love them that 
I myself might be comprised in that desire’’; and also the Italian proverb, “ Give 
eels without wine to your enemies.” Those who go out with the harriers may notice 
that “‘these late years of our civil wars have been very destructive unto them (hares), 
and no wonder if no Jaw has been given to hares when so little has been observed 
toward men.” JBoys may like to know of willows that “ The Twigges hereof are 
Physick to drive out the folly of children”; and distressed agriculturists or foresters 
may note that “ the profit by Willows will buy the Owner a Horse before that by 
other Trees he will pay for his Saddle.” Elsewhere we read ** The Baylife of Bedford 
is coming. This Proverb hath its originall in this, but its use in another County the 
river Ouse running by is called the Bay life of Bedford, who swelling with rain, snow 
water and tributary brooks in the winter and coming down on a sudden arresteth 
the Ile of Ely with an inundation.” 


Among the well-known treasures of the Library are Fou’s (John) Acts §& Monuments, 
Bunyan’s copy, with his autograph; also Le Livre Royal (written a.p. 1279), translated 
from the French into English by Wm. Caxton a.p. 1484 and printed by him 1488. 
In the cover is also a eases much coveted by the British Museum, viz., two copies 
of an Indulgence granted by Pope Sixtus IV. to all who would assist in opposing the 
Turks at the siege of Rhodes, also printed by Caxton 1481. These two copies are 
pasted in to hide the boards of the cover. The Library also boasts some Missals and 
an ancient English MS. of the Cursor Mundi, Sc., 4to, 1441. 


The number of papers and periodicals taken in is legion, and the Committee has an 
anxious task at times to decide whether some gentleman while reading one paper has 
“sat upon” two others, literally or metaphorically, and whether “ Echo” should answer 
o “Echo,” or one of the evening “ Stars”’ should fall from heaven. 


All shades of politics are represented, and collision in religious opinions is avoided 
by a well-understood rule excluding Theological works except the Heavy Fathers, an 
inheritance from the Old Library. As for Fiction, no one but the Librarian can 
count the volumes. 


What would the University Extension Students do without the Library? Here are 
the Victorian Poets and works on the due understanding thereof,—so that he who runs 
may read Browning, and may eyen solve the mysteries of Sordello. Now that Geology 
is to the fore, a goodly array of fossils with mammoth’s teeth are ready to sate the 
appetites of those who desire not bread but a stone. As for Art, there are not only 
the fine engravings on the walls, but Ruskin’s Modern Painters, the much - prized 
original edition, and the works of Hamerton; while those of a more frivolous turn 
ean study character and costume in Vanity Fair. A propos of this, may we remind 
the art student who cuts pictures out of the catalogue of the Salon and the enthusiast 
who cuts out chess problems from the papers, that they may offend once too often. 
They should read in the Law Report how the gentleman who forwarded his own 
genealogical interests by tampering with a Harleian MS., is now studying the Vanity 
of Human Wishes during two months’ imprisonment. Verbum sap. 
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Mfficers of the Anstitution. 


President: Rey. R. B. Pooztz, M.A., D.D. 
Vice-Presidents : 


Mr. Ald. Coomss, M.D., J.P. Rey. Canon Happock, M.A. 
Rev. J. Copnrer, M.A. Mr. Ald. Grorce Hurst, F.S.S., J.P. 
Mr. Excer, F-R.A.S., J.P. Mr. J. SurtTEES PuHitupotts, M.A., 
B:C.L. 
Council : 

Mr. G. M. T.*Bates, B.A. Mr. Rowzranp HItu. 

Mr: Tos. But, J.P: Mr. W.. Ho JAcKSONe mE 

Mr. Ald. Cutciirre, J.P. Mr. G. E. Laneury, M.A. 

Mr: HH. Me DyraxocKk. vinAc Mr. ArtHur Ransom. 

Captain GLUBB. Mr. Epwin Ransom, F.R.G.S. 

Dr. G. P. GoLpsMITH. Mr. WILLIAM STEWARD. 

Mr. T. Henperson, M.A. Mr. CHarLes WELLS. 

Mr. J. Woopwarp Hitt, J.P. Rev. P. W. Wratt, M.A. 


Hon. Secretaries: Dr. HERMANN STEINMETZ and Mr. Grorcr MAYEs. 
Librarian: Mr. W. Davis. 


Annual Meeting. 


Ole Annual Meeting was held on January 29, Mr. Puiituports, President, occupying 
; zy the chair, supported by the Council and a few members of the Institution :— 
| Dr. STEINMETZ read the following Report of the Council :— 


REPORT OF THE CoUNCIL FOR THE YEAR 1890. 


The Council have much pleasure in reporting that the progress of the Society during 
the past year has been very satisfactory. The number of all classes of subscribers has 
materially increased, and there is every prospect of the Institution still further extending 
its sphere of usefulness. 

Since the last Annual Meeting a step has been taken which the council believe is 
calculated to greatly benefit the Institution. The Archeological and Natural History 
Society, which has existed many years side by side with our Society, has been amalgamated 
with it, and all the valuable books, coins, and other property will now be accessible under 
certain conditions to all the members, who will likewise have the privilege of attending 
all the meetings and the excursions which take place during the summer months. 

It is intended early in the present year to publish at a low price a paper exclusively 
devoted to matters relating to the Institution, which will contain reports of the meetings 
of the Council, and of those of the Archeological and Natural History sections, and deal 
with questions of general interest to the members. 

About 550 volumes of books have been added to the Library during the year, besides 
standard works replaced, and additional papers and serials have been introduced. 

The Institute is much indebted to the following gentlemen who have given lectures 
during the year :—To Mr. N. R. Tyerman, for his lecture “A Note on Robert Browning 
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with recitations; to Dr. Willmer Phillips, for his lecture on the “ Great Epidemics of 
History”; to Mr. Elger for his lecture on ‘ Recent Archeological Discoveries at 
Kempston ”’; to the Rey. Canon Haddock for his lecture on ‘‘ The Disposal of the Dead”’ ; 


and also to Mr. Tyerman, Mr. Rowland Hill, Miss Phillips, and Miss Kirwan, for readings 
from the works of Robert and Elizabeth Barrett Browning. 


The thanks of the Institute are due to the Corporation of the City of London for the 
“Calendar of Letters from the Mayor and Corporation of the City of London, circa 
1350-1370,” edited by R. Sharpe, 2 vols.; to Mr. W. S. Hall, for ‘‘ Mitchell’s History of 
Ireland,’ 2 vols.; to Mr. H. M. Dymock, for a first edition of Robert Browning’s 
* Asolando”’; to Mr. E. Ransom, for the ‘ Report of the British Association, 1889,” the 
“Journal of the Royal Agricultural Society,” and the “ Journal of the Royal Geographical 
Society’”’; to Mr. A. Ransom, for the Northampton and Buckingham newspapers; to the 
proprietors of the Agricultural Economist, Canadian Gazette, Midland Counties Herald, 
Metropolitan, The Colonies and India, for free copies. 


Mr. Mayes, Financial Secretary, produced the accounts as follows :— 


RECEIPTS AND EXPENDITURE ACCOUNT 
Of the Bedford Literary and Scientific Institute and General Library, for the year 1800. 


Recetpts. ; Lxpenditure. 

Aa Sseas (fs - Seas f5 on ts PE Ge C4 
ere L MISTING. unos ncnsorcccesecweosensea 23) 1X0 Interest on Debentures .............00008 PK0) FA 7h 
420 Subscriptions at 25/- per annum 525 0 o Two Debentures paid off................. 50 0 Oo 
II2 - 10/- a8 50) 010 Ure are aM edittin gs Vc..ccssescecsens-ace 13 13 10 

98 yA 10/6 s Ere Gy © ING DAIES sreatenater nit eer ts seo aicacadinukoteres on 8 8 
43 st 5/- 5 I0 I5 0 BOOKS eirestarecet sen tne e ee etae is tovsteeet 136 10 4 
905 i 2/6 per quarter 113 2 6 Boolkbindin py 7 iiiss...05 sent dacesesarecmer sss 50 8 2 
43 ai 3/6 permonth. 710 6 Newspapers and Periodicals ............ 1G) 38s) ts) 

— 76317 0 ; ————- 304 15 2 

MGCEEINIEOH MNOOMS: 1.,..5.00csesccnceeseer es 86 18 10 TOR AAR tae hccu sate Losavarekcsusneatcotsoss II0 0 O 

SAE Oh NGWSPAPELS <...4.0sc0s.cccssceeseee 6 6 10 ATLENG ANCE retraces cess suaeatusastcaputee 16 00 

Bonus on Fire Insurance.................. 413 9 Gaswicoalandicoker eee 5212 4 

Miscellaneous Receipts ....... 2515 9 Printing and stationery ..............08. 14 13 11 

Balance due to Bankers A 2 Te eabestand taxes, ..ccmasrcqtest, «Meets 2210 4 

RS UTAN COR ess aise oes sree ths otoseescostenene 413 9 

SLAMIDS saseee San icceaareen eaaicoanttenccaereeots 4 pile) 2 

NMMSceliame ous see ten cacees nent 2TeOMES 

£889 17 10 £889 17 10 


lL hereby certify that I have audited the foregoing Account, and have examtned the vouchers with the amounts set 
Sorth, the whole of which are correctly stated. 
ALFRED L. FIELD, 
22nd Fanuary, 1891. Chartered Accountant. 
BALANCE SHEET 


Of the Bedford Literary and Scientific Institute and General Library, on 31st December, 1890. 


Liabilities. Assets, 
eS agian LOST ef Sues 
Debentures at 4% per Cent. ...0:......1...0ccrrovscene 5400 0 oO Freehold property in Harpur Street 5100 0 Oo 
Wueto Bankers ............. sBooncneedgeoooan OmeacodstO 2 3 10 Burniturejand fittings) .5...1..4....... 361 0 O 
SAAN COM ce ees cn anions acdiseteecast eeeuse os E20 LTA NT Less depreciation at 5 per cent.... 18 0 0 
Riera 649.00 
Books, about 15,000 volumes, nominal 
VIO) odonpancor bosbacnonoraccabedocB neste 1000 0 O 
Subscriptions in arrear ..........0s0000+s 117/80 
Sundry debtors............ Macnee suatoanes 43 9 II 
£0603 17 II £6603 17 11 


L hereby certify that I have vertfied the Cash Balance at the Bank, and examined the foregoing Account and Balance 
Sheet which, in my opinion, exhibit a full, true, and correct view of the state of the affairs of the Institute. 
LFRED L. FIELD, 
22nd Fanuary, 1801. Chartered Accountant. 
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Mr. Mayes added that the membership now was actually little short of 1100, and that 
there had been an increase of £25 in the year 1890 from the subscriptions of members. 
In the miscellaneous items £6 3s. was for framing many of the pictures now on the walls 
of the Institution. In reply to a member, Mr. Mayes said that much of the arrears of 
£117 had been already paid during the first month of 1891. 

Mr. W. H. Jackson moved that the Reports be adopted, and considered them both 
eminently satisfactory. 

Dr. Sexton seconded ; and the motion was carried. 

Mr. H. H. Fraser moved, pro formd, that as no new names had been proposed, the 
existing Council be re-elected en masse. 

Dr. SExTon seconded, and the motion was carried. 

The PRrestpENT congratulated those present on the gratifying nature of the Report 
and Statement of Accounts, both of which he considered perfectly satisfactory. One 
great thing about this Library was that it was not only a Library, but also a Literary and 
Scientific Institute. It had done all it could to forward those interests, and had made a 
grant to provide books specially wanted by the students of the University Extension 
Lectures now held in Bedford. He wished more members would propose books that were 
needed, and assured them the Committee would consider the merits of them with care, and 
a desire to improve the Library. The great event of the year had been the amalgamation 
of the Archeological and Natural History Society with this Society. They owed a great 
deal to the members of that Society, and also to the members of the Council who had 
assisted in effecting that union. The only wish of the Council was to increase the 
efficiency of the Institution. Lectures were being arranged—a Night with Tennyson ; 
a lecture by Mr. B. Seebohm on the breaking up of the Yenisei, or a cognate subject ; 
and, he hoped, a science lecture by Mr. Elger. Before sitting down he wished to propose 
a vote of thanks to Dr. Steinmetz for his services as secretary; for 31 years he had con- 
ducted the Society with tact and skill, and always in the most genial way, and he deserved 
all they could give him. 

Mr. Fraser seconded, and took the opportunity to suggest that the Council should 
place another copy of the Zimes in the Reading-room early in the morning. 

The vote was carried with great cordiality. 

Dr. Steinmetz said what he had done he had always found much pleasure in doing. 
For 31 years he had striven for the welfare of the Society, and during 21 years of that 
time he and Mr. Mayes had been working together in the most friendly and harmonious 
manner. 

The PRESIDENT next moved a similar yote to Mr. George Mayes, and said it was always 
important that they should have a good Chancellor of the Exchequer, one who would,— 
as Mr. Mayes always did,—look carefully after ali matters of finance, and be ready with 
his advice in every crisis. 

Dr. Poor seconded with great pleasure, and referred to the ability Mr. Mayes dis- 
played in financing the institution. His excellent management was known to them all.— 
The vote was heartily agreed to. 

Mr. Mayes said he was much obliged to all of them for their acknowledgement of his 
services. He was amply repaid in two ways—first, by always receiving their kind words 
of thanks, and, secondly, by seeing the Institute flourish in the way it did. 

Mr. EtcEr, in moving a vote of thanks to the President, eulogized him for his diligence 
and devotion to the welfare of the Library. He also referred to some of the interesting 
facts on the origin of the Society, which he was at once invited to throw into concise form 
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for the new Journal already foreshadowed (and now happily realized). He congraulated 
them upon the happy suggestion of Mr. Dymock to start such a paper, and thought the 
Society ought not to hide its light under a bushel any longer. Now that the whole 
building was in their hands, there was room for still greater growth and development. 

The Rey. T. Warrs seconded, and referred to the energy, wide culture, and knowledge 
of books which the President possessed. At the same time he suggested that they might 
take in one more /’cho, and one less Star. 

Dr. STEINMETZ supported the proposition, which was then duly carried. 

The PreEstpENt acknowledged the vote, and said their history taught them the 
lesson of self-help, and suggested that there was still room for further development from 
the inside. He felt that it was a great honour to have been connected with such an 
institution. 

Thanks to the Librarian, moved by the Rev. J. Copner, and seconded by Mr. Jackson, 
brought the harmonious proceedings to a close. 


ASTRONOMY EXTRAORDINARY AT THE ANNUAL MEETING. 


WHERE we sat, in row decorous, “In the ordered regions round 

Came a merry friend before us: None have ever heard a sound. 

*‘ Though I’m not a man o’ bounce, I’ll But if you that calm invade, 

Put a question to the Council. On each member making raid, 

When this News-room I frequent, Fling the quiet Worlds about, 

Late o’ nights on Echo bent, Turn their contents inside out, 

I but find a silent Star. Carry ruin, rage, and fluster 

Tell me what the reasons are.’’ Into every Starry cluster,— 

Long we pondered on ’em, ere Loud enough, amid the wreck o’ 

Answered our Astronomer: Matter, will you find the—Echo !”’ 

Ee MD: 

Correspondence. 


To THE Senior Epiror. 

S1r,—Upon the threshold of the enterprise in which we are about to embark—please 
excuse the mixed metaphors of a beginner—vyarious unforeseen difficulties have cropped up 
before me, in regard of which a helping hand from you would go far-to clear the air. Be 
good enough. therefore, to tell me, first, where I can get a serviceable pair of scissors, a 
pot of sound paste, some cardboard, and a rubbish basket? Secondly, whether you can 
procure me a dictionary of quotations from all living languages, and spelling books to 
match? Thirdly, what rhyming dictionaries are most in vogue among our fraternity, 
preference being given to those containing an exact definition of a cockney rhyme ? 
Fourthly, what the law of libel is? Fifthly, and this is most important, how I am to 
behave in the presence of a rejected contributor ? 

Yours faithfully, THE JUNIOR EDITOR. 

P.S.—Here is the only original contribution yet received ; I do not know whether to 
accept it or reject it, since either course will make an epoch in my editorial life. 

THE Sicns oF SPRING. 
When skies are smiling after winter’s grief, 
And earth resumes her vernal drapery, 


The Library puts forth its modest leaf, 
And blooms into an Editorial We. 
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A HISTORY OF THE BEDFORD LITERARY AND SCIENTIFIC INSTITUTE © 
AND GENERAL LIBRARY. 


By TuHoos. Gwyn Encer, F.R.A.S. 
PART I. 


SGi0S no connected account of the origin and gradual development of the various 
Ble institutions, now amalgamated under this lengthy title, has hitherto been pub- 
Yu lished, it may be interesting to many readers to have a more or less complete 
history of each of them, so far as it is to be derived from minute books and other 
documents among the archives of the Library, commencing with that of a society, 
dating back nearly two hundred years, the pioneer of all subsequent literary movements 


in the town,— 
Che Mild Wedford Library. 


ITS ORIGIN. 


Towards the close of the 17th and in the early years of the 18th century there was 
a well marked literary movement in many English towns which took definite shape, either 
in the formation of collections of books for public reading, or in societies for the pro- 
motion of intellectual culture by means of social meetings devoted to literature, art, and 
science, for the mutual benefit of those of the clergy and laity who were willing to subscribe 
money or make donations of volumes, &c. Of this movement the revival of the “ Gentle- 
men’s Society at Spalding,” founded under the auspices of Maurice Johnson, F.S.A., and 
other “men of sense and letters,’”’ in 1712, is perhaps the most noteworthy and important 
type, and the old Library of Bedford, established twelve years before, an example on a 
humbler and less pretentious scale. Some little time previous to the year 1700, certain 
of the clergy of the town and county, supplemented by a few others beyond those limits, 
the leading county gentlemen, and some of the principal inhabitants of the borough, 
appear to have organized a scheme for forming a public library in Bedford, wiich, under 
conditions about to be specified, should be accessible to all who chose to avail themselves 
of its benefits. Unfortunately we are ignorant of the names of those with whom the 
conception of this noble and novel idea originated, or of the individuals who took an 
active part in bringing it to maturity. It was probably the work of a few public-spirited 
men, who, affected by the flowing tide of literary culture which set in during the latter 
part of the reign of William III., were moved to promise from the abundance of their 
stores a sufficient number of volumes to form the nucleus of the valuable collection of 
books which ultimately constituted the first public library in Bedford. 


THE DEED OF SETTLEMENT. 


From an abstract of the Deed of Settlement contained in an old folio volume in the 
Library, we learn that ‘‘the foundation of the library at Bedford was laid in the year 1700, 
by the contributions of the gentry and clergy.” By this deed, the Rev, Edward Bourne. 
Rector of St. John’s in this town, reciting a gift to him upon trust, &c., assigns the several 
books in an accompanying Schedule to the Lord Bishop of Lincoln and others in trust for 
the use of him the said Edward Bourne and his successors Rectors of St. John’s so long 
as they will accept the office of Library Keeper and allow the Vestry for the place of the 
Library, and also for the use of the present and all future contributors and benefactors to 
the value of 10 shillings for their respective lives. The names of the Trustees, under 
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whose protection the Library was placed, are annexed tothe Deed. They are 62 1n number 
and include those of 28 clergymen and 34 laymen. Among the former are the Bishop 
of Lincoln (James Gardiner); John Skelton, Archdeacon of Bedford; Alexander Leith, 
Vicar of St. Paul’s, Bedford; Dr. St. John, Rector of Yielden; James Calamy, Rector of 
Northill ; Joseph Margetts, Vicar of Kempston ; and among the latter, many time-honoured 
Bedfordshire names pertaining to families that have long ago ceased to exist in the 
villages which once knew them, and of which in some cases only a faint tradition survives ; 
as, for example, Sir William Gostwick of Willington, Sir Phillip Monoux of Wootton, 
Sir Stephen Langham of Kempston, Oliver Luke of Cople Wood End, William Hillersdon 
of Elstow, John Cater of Kempston, Samuel Rolt of Milton Ernest, William Beecher of 
Renhold, William Spencer of Cople, William Faldo of Bedford, &c., &c. 

The Deed of Settlement, of which this is an abstract, was executed on August 20, 1703, 
and is preserved in the Churchwarden’s Chest in St. Paul’s Church. In 1704, for some 
reason which does not appear, the number of Trustees was more than doubled, being 
increased to more than 130,—the additional list including Wriothesley, the Duke of 
Bedford ; Henry, the Duke of Kent; Powlet, Earl of Bolingbroke ; John, Lord Carteret ; 
John, Lord Ashburnham; Lord Edward Russell; Charles, Lord Bruce ; Sir John 
Burgoyne; Sir John Osborne ; Sir Thomas Allstone, &c., &c. There were four duplicates 
of this Deed. 

The Rey. Edward Bourne, Rector of St. John’s, who, apparently without remuneration 
of any kind, took upon himself the duties of Librarian and Custodian, covenants with the 
Trustees to preserve the books from damage and ‘“ Imbezilment,” to mark every book in 
the title-page with the Donor’s name or the price which it cost, and to attend in the 
vestry of St. Johns, where the books were placed, every Saturday, by himself or his deputy, 
from ten o’clock to four, to deliver and receive the books. Only two books were to be 
allowed to any one person at a time, nor to any unless either the price was deposited with 
the Librarian, or an undertaking given in writing to restore the book within a specified 
time without damage. An exception was made, however, in the case of authors, who 
might borrow six at a time for four months, provided they gave security for their safe 
return, and undertook to give the Library a printed copy of their books when finished. 
Two months were allowed for the perusal of a folio, six wecks for a quarto, and one month 
for books of smaller size. No books were to be lent until those previously borrowed were 
returned. 

The Librarian had, in addition to his ordinary duties, to keep a register of all books and 
money given, in short the offices of Secretary, Librarian, and Treasurer were combined 
in the person of the Rector of St. John’s, whose office, while the new institution was in 
the hey-day of its youth and until the zeal of its supporters moderated somewhat, as it 
apparently did after a time, could hardly have been a sinecure. 


BEDFORD IN 1700, a.p. 


We may for a moment endeavour to recall the Bedford of nearly two centuries ago, 
when the goodly collection of ponderous folios and quartos, which now in their sombre 
uncouth binding occupy the north-east corner of our beautiful library, and contrast so 
strangely with the modern books, were located in the vestry of St. John’s, and read by people 
dressed in wigs, long waistcoats, reaching nearly to the knees, coats with broad lappets, 
and buckled shoes. It was a picturesque little market town with a population scarcely 
exceeding 3000. The two gate houses on its ‘“‘ fayre stone bridge”’ were still existing. The 
«‘Moote Hall” in the High Street, surrounded by gabled tenements with overhanging 
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stories on the site of St. Paul’s Square, was not yet demolished. The front of the Swan 
“Inn ”’—a hostelry very unlike the Swan “ Hotel” which we know,—came nearly up to the 
line of the street. A Maypole, which in 1714 was dressed in mourning by a Tory mob, 
with the connivance of the local magistrates, during a riot following the conviction of the 
notorious Dr. Sacheverell, was, with the pillory, one of the features of the High Street. 
There was a Harper Grammar School standing near the site of the present building, on 
the west side of St. Paul’s Church, with the Chapel of Herne hard by, but though 
“free,” the number of scholars was presumably very limited. The trade of the town, due 
then in no small measure to water communication, had not yet developed to the extent 
that it did a few years subsequently, though wharves were becoming numerous on the 
banks of the Ouse. 


THE FIRST AND SECOND REMOVALS. 


Under the 3rd Clause of the Deed of Settiement, the Trustees had power ‘“ to remove 
the books, shelves, &c., to any other place in this town of Bedford if they find it ineon- 
venient to continue them in the vestry of St. John’s.” The Rev. Edward Bourne died 
June 28, 17138, at the age of 72, but four or five years previous to this occurrence, a 
proposal was set on foot for removing the Library from St. John’s, probably because the 
accommodation there was unsatisfactory or the situation not sufficiently central. 


From a document in the possession of the Vicar of St. Paul’s, the Rev. L. Woodard, 
which he has courteously allowed the writer to examine, it appears that in the year 1708 
the Corporation of Bedford granted a lease for 40 years of a piece of ground on the south 
side of St. Paul’s Churchyard to the Rev. Thos. Franks, Archdeacon of Bedford, Ralph 
Franks, official, and Mr John Goodhall, Registrar, “To build a public hbrary and a public 
fixed register office, and the library was kept there many years.” ‘This very interesting 
circumstance has not, it is believed, been hitherto recorded in print, though the grauting 
of the lease is referred to in the minute book of the Corporation under the date 
of 2nd December, 1708. On the expiration of the lease in 1748, the building 
was let for a shop, and the books removed to St. Paul’s Church. One would 
like to know something about the history of the Library, during the period of 40 years, 
after it was established in the new building, but not a syllable is forthcoming. ‘The folio 
volume, containing the abstract of the Deed of Settlement and occasionally other details re- 
lating to the books, includes no reference whatever to them while they were here. Possibly 
this silence, more eloquent than words, points to disuse and general neglect during a portion 
of the dreary Georgian era; yet it can hardly be conceived that a valuable Library, placed in 
a new building in the centre of the town, should never be consulted even by those who a 
few years before, made such strenuous and successful efforts to form it. A more probable 
supposition is that the Librarian’s ledger or entry book is lost, and that the folio volume 
just referred to was not used for the purpose till a later period. However this may be, we 
now know that the books were, in the year 1748, removed to St. Paul’s Church, but we 
hear no more about them till 33 years later. ‘There is a memorandum in the ancient folio, 
under the date November 38, 1781, to the effect that Thomas Cave (an old Bedford name), 
Thos. Orlebar Marsh, Rev. Mr. Cooper, of Poddington, William Smith, T. Doleman, and 
Thos. Gregory, each agreed to “ present Tom Friston, Clerk of the parish of St Pauls with 
2s and 6d the feast of St Michael yearly, on condition that he keeps the room over the 
vestry in which the books belonging to the Bedford Library clean (sic) and likewise 
arrange the books in proper order, and desire that the subscribers who shall take any 
books out of the Library enter the name or title of such book and subscribe his own name 
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in this book.” This arrangement tends to show that there was at this time no 
competent Library-keeper, and that the Deed of Settlement had practically become a dead 
letter, as the original Trustees were no longer living, and the Trust had died out before 
anyone thought of appointing successors. About this date we meet with occasional entries 
in the folio relating to books taken out and returned. From 1780 to 1800 Mr. Cave, Mr. 
T. Orlebar Marsh, Mr. Leech, of Ravensden, and Mr. Belsham were the -only borrowers 
(and returners) who entered their names; and from the latter date till 1823, when the 
entries cease, there are only 14 records of books being taken out, and these relate, almost 
exclusively, to then well-known inhabitants of Bedford—Mr. Crespin, Mr. Theed Pearse 
(grandfather of our late respected Town Clerk), Mr. C. Bithrey, Rev. G. H. Bowers 
(afterwards Dean of Manchester), Mr. Wing, Mr. Hankin (the historian of the Bedford 
Charities), &c. 


MR. THOS. FISHER. 


From 1818 till 1824 the books were under the care of the then Vicar, the Rev. 
John Hemsted,.A.M. In the Gentleman’s Magazine, under date August 14, 1817, 
the old Bedford Library is for the first time brought prominently under the notice of the 
outside world by Mr. Thos. Fisher, the antiquary. Having somehow obtained a copy of 
the Deed of Settlement, he draws public attention to its clauses, quoting them in full, and 
pertinently asking for information about the books, ‘‘ having lately learned that they have 
been long since removed from the vestry room of St. John’s Church, and that if they are 
yet in being, they are completely out of sight and out of use.” He goes on “ to recom- 
mend an inquiry as to their whereabouts, and urges the intelligent inhabitants of the 
town of Bedford to exert themselves to recover them, and place them (together with such 
additions as they may be able to make to them) in a situation, where, by being accessible, they 
will be useful to the town, and reflect honour on the parties concerned in their recovery.” 
It seems inconceivable that Mr. Fisher, who, from the nature of his pursuits, must have 
been personally acquainted with most of the ‘“ bookish’’ and antiquarian people in the 
town and county, could have been really so devoid of information on this subject as he 
implies. He probably assumed ignorance in order to acquire more knowledge. Be this as 
it may, no one taking the trouble to reply publicly to his communication, he addressed a 
second letter to “Sylvanus Urban,” dated December 13, 1817, announcing that he had at last 
succeeded in discovering ‘“ that the books are not all dispersed, as was apprehended, but 
that a part of them still remain in a small room over the vestry of St. Paul’s Church. The 
apartment, however, in which they are now kept is so damp and unsuitable for the purpose 
that they are in great danger of perishing in less than 20 years unless some change in 
their custody takes place. They are also out of reach of every person whose ardour for 
literary pursuits is not such as to dispose him to encounter whitewash, dirt, and cobwebs in 
abundance, in ascending the narrow flight of stone steps leading to the apartment in which 
they are deposited. The covers of some of the volumes have began to vegetate and show 
an outer covering or surtout of white mould, not as a defence against the weather, but as 
an intimation that they have already caught cold, and a sure prognostication of the fate 
which awaits them all if they continue where they are.” After referring to the alienation 
or theft of the Leiger Book of Newenham Priory, once in the Library, but then (and now) 
in the British Museum, he urges the Trustees to remove the books into more commodious 
and drier quarters, where they may be accessible to all the inhabitants of Bedford who 
may wish to use them, and finally alludes to a project of establishing a Literary Society in 
the town, recommended from the Press in the form of a poetical address to the Marquis of 
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Tavistock. A copy of this address, an effusion consisting of 486 lines of blank verse, by 
Mr. Warneford, clerk to Mr. Times, an attorney of Bedford, is in the Library. Addressing 
the Marquis, he writes :— 

‘‘Roused by thy magic voice, the old and young 

So late that bent beneath the leaden arm 

Of Ignorance and Pride, amazed shall feel 

The milder influence of celestial charms ; 

And in the mutual interchange of thought 

And social joys, be tempted to pursue 

The hidden source of bliss unfelt before : 

Then should’st thou, unsolicited, extend 

The bountiful donation, and thy name 

Conspicuous shine upon a swelling lst 

Of learning’s friends, by thine example fired ; 

A New Society will rise to view 

(Formed like a small Republic) such as used 

In times of antient liberty to draw 

The elder Cato to their rich delights.” 


This was written in 1817, but no active movement or “ bountiful donation ”’ resulted 
either from the sober prose of Mr. Fisher or the eloquent verse of the author of the above 
towards the establishment of a Literary Society in the town, and the old Library remained 
in the same quarters under the same conditions. 


? 


THE THIRD AND FOURTH REMOVALS. 


Though no public notice was taken of the two letters in the Gentleman’s Magazine for 
1817,—a letter was addressed to the Bishop of Lincoln, Dr. Tomline, dated May 19, 1818, 
by someone signing himself ‘‘ J.B.,’’ calling his Lordship’s attention to the Library and 
giving a brief resumé of its history. ‘The writer was evidently as desirous as Mr. Fisher 
himself to devise some means for making it more widely known and useful to the public, 
but, as will be seen in the sequel, nothing was done to carry out this desirable object till 
the year 1831, when the books, which, since Mr. Hemsted’s death had been under the care 
of his successor, the Rev. James Donne, were for a second time moved to the south side 
of the river—to rooms in High Street, St. Mary’s, occupied by the Bedford General 
Library, which was inaugurated the previous year. Here they remained till 1836, when, as 
forming part of this establishment, they were finally placed in the present building. In 
the Catalogue annexed to the Deed of Assignment, there are enumerated 784 volumes, 
folios, quartos, &c., and 38 volumes of tracts, in all 822. In a subsequent catalogue, in the 
old folio so often referred to, made in December 1807, there are 703 volumes in all, 
showing a diminution of 119, without taking into account additions which were assuredly 
made during the interval of a hundred years and more which elapsed between the two 
lists. According to Our Library Catalogue, published in 1878, the number of volumes is 
about 716, but probably some old books not belonging to the Old Bedford Library have 
been inadvertently added to them. We trust, ere long, to give a brief account of the 
more rare and noteworthy books in this choice and valuable collection. 


In the preparation of this notice of the Old Bedford Library, I am indebted to the Rev. L. Woodard, 
the Vicar, and Mr. Cuthbert, one of the Churchwardens of St. Paul's, for allowing me to inspect the 
original deed and other documents relating to it; to the Rev. W. O. Parker Ford, Rector of St. John’s, 
for information respecting the Rev. Edward Bourne, the first Library-keeper; and to J. P. Piper, Esq., 
Town Clerk, for affording me particulars from the minute books of the Corporation of Bedford relating 
to the lease granted in 1708 to the Rev. Thos. Franks, Archdeacon of Bedford, and others, of the ground, 
on which the building, where the Library was kept for 40 years, was erected. 


Oe 
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Reports of MSeetings of the Council. 


Councit Meerrine held 15th January, 1891.—Present: Mr. Elger (in the chair), 
Mr. Bates, Mr. T. Bull, Rev. J. Copner, Mr. Dymock, Dr. Goldsmith, Rey. Canon 
Haddock, Mr. T. Henderson, Mr. J. W. Hill, Mr. Rowland Hill, Mr. Jackson, Mr. G. 
Mayes, Mr. E. Ransom, Dr. Steinmetz, Mr. W. Steward, Mr. C. Wells. 

After the confirmation of the minutes of the last Council, and of the two sub-committee 
meetings, held on Dec. 12, 1890, and Jan. 8, Mr. Jackson proposed that an advertisement 
relating to the Institution be put alternately in the four local newspapers once a week, 
seconded by Dr. Steinmetz, and carried. 

Mr. Knight’s estimate (£12 10s.) for a bookcase to receive the Archeological Books was 
accepted on the motion of Dr. Steinmetz, seconded by Mr. Chas. Wells. 

The books in the proposal book, as passed by the Committee, were ordered to be 
purchased. 

Letters were read from Dr. Garnett, of the British Museum, concerning the purchase 
of the “‘ Caxton Indulgence.” 

On the proposition of Dr. Steinmetz, seconded by Mr. Mayes, the offer made by the 
British Museum was declined. 

The Calendar of Wills in the Court of Husting, London (Part 2) having been presented 
by the Corporation of London, the President was empowered to write to thank the Library 
Committee of the Corporation for the same. 

A proposal from Mr. Webb, to remove the book and specimen cases from the Archzo- 
logical room on the occasion of the Masonic banquet, and to colour the walls of the Lodge 
room, was referred to the Finance Committee. 

Mr. J. W. Hill read the report of the Finance Committee, which was adopted. 

Mr. Dymock proposed that a paper be published at occasional intervals, devoted 
exclusively to the interests of the Institution, seconded by Mr. Elger, and carried. <A 
sub-committee, consisting of Mr. Elger, Mr. Rowland Hill, Mr. Henderson, Mr. 
Phillpotts, and Mr. Dymock was appointed to arrange the preliminaries, and Mr. Dymock 
and Mr. Elger were appointed joint editors. 

Mr. Jackson proposed, and Mr. Rowland Hill seconded, that Mr. Phillpotts, Mr. Elger, 
and Mr. Mayes be a committee to report on the best method of selling one of the ‘‘ Caxton 
indulgences.” —Carried. 

Mr. Elger proposed, and Mr. Mayes seconded, that the Librarian be instructed to 


obtain prices for a suitable show-case for the coins.—Carried. 


Books ordered :— 


Soap Bubbles, by Prof. Boys, F.R.S. Oliphant’s Royal Edinburgh. 

Spinning Tops, by Prof. Perry, F.R.S. Loti, Ma Frere Yves. 

Matthew Arnold’s Poems. Feuillet’s La Morte. 

Morris’ Earthly Paradise. The Cambridge Shakespeare. 

Nelson’s Five Years at Panama. Elizabethan Dramatists (Mermaid Series). 

Caine’s Picturesque India. Lockyer’s Meteoritic Hypothesis. 

Daudet’s Fils d’ Emigré. Political and Social Letters of a Lady of the 
Rogers’ Manual of Bibliography. 18th cent., by Miss F. D. Osborn, of Chicksands. 


Jackson’s Commercial Botany. 


Councit Mretine held February 5, 1891.—Present: Mr. J. S. Phillpotts (in the 
chair), Mr. Bates, Mr. Thos. Bull, Rev. J. Copner, Mr. J. E. Cutcliffe, Dr. J. Coombs, Mr. 
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Elger, Capt. Glubb, Dr. Goldsmith, Rey. Canon Haddock, Mr. Henderson, Mr. Rowland 
Hill, Mr. Hurst, Mr. Jackson, Mr. G. E. Langley, Mr. Mayes, Rev. Dr. Poole, Mr. 
E. Ransom, Dr. Steinmetz, Mr. C. Wells, and Rey. P. W. Wyatt. 

The Minutes of the last Council meeting were read and confirmed. 

Dr. Steinmetz proposed that the Rev. "Dr. Poole be President for the onsale year.— 
Seconded by Mr. Mayes, and carried. 

The chair having been taken by Dr. Poole, Dr. Goldsmith proposed, and Mr. WE 
Jackson seconded, “the re-election of the Vice-Presidents, viz., Rev. J. Copner, Dr. J. 
Coombs, Rev. Canon Haddock, Mr. Elger, Mr. G. Hurst, Mr. J. §. Phillpotts.—Carried. 

Dr. Poole proposed, and Mr. W. H. Jackson seconded, the re-election of the JZon. 
Secretaries, viz., Dr. Steinmetz and Mr. G. Mayes.—Carried. 

Mr. Bull proposed, and Capt. Glubb seconded, the re-election of the Book Comittee, 
viz., Rev. J. Copner, Mr. Dymock, Mr. Elger, Rev. Canon Haddock, Mr. T. Henderson, 
Mr. Rowland Hill, Mr. Hurst, Mr. Phillpotts, Mr. E. Ransom, Mr. W. Steward, with 
the President and Secretaries, and with the addition of the Rey. P. W. Wyatt.—Carried. 

Mr. Phillpotts proposed, and Dr. Steinmetz seconded, the re-election of the F2nance 
Committee, viz., Dr. J. Coombs, Mr. J. E. Cutcliffe, Mr. J. W. Hill, Mr. W..H. Jackson, 
Mr. Chas. Wells, with the President and Secretaries.—Carried. 

The following gentlemen were elected as the Commuttee of the Archeological and 
Natural History Section, viz.:—Dr. Adams, Mr. F. A. Blaydes, Rey. J. Copner, Mr. Elger, 
Rey. Canon Haddock, Mr. J. Hamson, Mr. T. Henderson, Dr. Phillips, and Mr. W. Steward. 

Mr. A. L. Field was appointed Auditor to the Society. 

An extra copy of the Zimes was ordered for the Reading Room; to be kept there till 
11 a.m., and then to be placed in the Library. 


Books ordered :— 
Smith’s Dictionary of Antiquities (new Ed.) Vol I. | Morley’s Studies in Literature. 


Aristotle’s Constitution of Athens. Anti-Jacobin (to be taken for a month). 
A Plea for Liberty, by Herbert Spencer, &c. the Economic Review (ist number). 
Milton’s Poetical Works, ed. by Masson, 3 vols. Anderson’s Pictorial Arts of Japan. 
Palgrave’s Golden Treasury. Geikie’s Class Book of Geology. 

Lyra Elegantiarum. Beedeker’s Great Britain. 

Shelley’s Adonais, ed. by Rossetti. Whymper’s Equatorial Andes. 


Earle’s English Prose. 
A Microscope was ordered to be purchased at a sum not exceeding £6 5s. 


Councin Meetine, March 5, 1891,—Present: Rev. Dr. Poole (in the chair), Mr. 
Bates, Rey. J. Copner, Mr. Dymock, Mr. Elger, Rev. Canon Haddock, Mr. Henderson, Mr 
J. W. Hall, Mr. Rowland Hill, Mr. Mayes, Mr. E. Ransom, Mr. W. Steward, Mr. C. Wells. 

The Catalogue and Guide Book Committee was re-appointed. 

Mr. Elger read a report from the Archeological and Natural History Section. 


Books ordered :— 


Jamin’s Cours de Physique. The Moment After— Robert Buchanan (from 
MacKay of Uganda (from Smith’s). Smith's). 

Plumptree’s Life of Penn. Bryce’s Holy Roman Empire 

Arnold’s Light of the World. Church’s Life of Ericsson (from Smith’s). 

A Maiden Fair to See (from Smith’s). Max Miuller’s Physical Religion. 


Ordnance Map of Bedford (reduced to 3in. scale) | Pacific Coast Scenic Tour (from Smith’s). 
colored geologically. 

Further Records of my Life—Fanny Kemble (from 
Smith’s). 
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Archaeological and Matural istory Section. 


ST a meeting of the Committee held on Thursday evening, February 26, for the 
selection of officers, and to arrange a programme for papers and excursions, 
the following appointments were made :— 


Chairman of the Section = -: ae Rey. Canon Happock. 
Secretary and Curator <- =. os Mr. ELceEr. 

Editorial Secretary .. A =: a Mr. Buiayves. 
Botanical Secretary . et - Mr. Hanson. 
Assistant Secretary and ‘Curator... ve Mr. Davis. 


It was decided that excursions take place on the second Wednesday in the months of 
May, June, and July,—the details to be settled at the next meeting on March 26th. 
Mr. Seebohm will give a lecture on “ Siberia” at the Library on March 19. The chair 
will be taken at 8 p.m. 


The valuable books formerly belonging to the Archeological Society have, since the 
amalgamation of this institution with the General Library, been placed in a new book-case 
on the south side of the Library and may be consulted by all the members. ‘They are 
classed, however, as reference books and cannot be taken from the room except by 
special permission. The coms, Greek, Roman, and English, and a fine series of Papal 
Medals, Bedfordshire Tradesmen’s tokens, &c., &ec., will, as far as space will allow, be 
exhibited in a suitable case in the Library, and may be examined on application to the 
Curator, or his deputy, Mr. Davis. The Herbarium of Bedfordshire plants is under 
the care of Mr. Hamson, and may be consulted on application to the Assistant Curator. 


BEDFORDSHIRE Frtora.—Among the possessions that the Natural History Society 
brings to the General Library is a large collection of Bedfordshire plants—an almost 
complete herbarium of the county flora—and when all the specimens in my care are 
mounted, I believe it will be quite complete ‘up to date.” There is also the MS. ofa 
work on the county flora. It represents most of my leisure time during three or four 
years, and as a work of reference it ought not to be lost sight of by local botanists. This 
work is not quite up to date, because there have been a few good plant records established 
during the last two or three seasons that are not entered ; but it might form the basis 
or framework of a modern flora Bedfordiensis. Since the task was first taken in hand, 
botanists, who are a very progressive people, have taken to swearing by a book called 
Watson’s Topography of the British Flora, instead of by the London Catalogue of British 
Plants, and as my poor production is based upon the latter work, it will need entirely 
recasting before it will successfully withstand the shafts of criticism. I have already 
twice gone through the painful and tedious process of recasting the MS. in order to meet 
modern requirements, and do not feel disposed to undertake it again without the aid and 
adyice of a competent committee of botanists. The Phanerogams, Ferns, Equisetums, and 
especially the Mosses and Charas, of the county are pretty thoroughly searched out by 
various botanists. There is also a respectable list of Fungi, and a good deal is known 
about the Algze and Hepatice, but the two last-named groups have not been reduced to a 
form ayailable for reference. Some years ago the late Duke of Bedford gave a sum of 
money to further the botanical survey of the county and a publication of a work on the 
flora. The balance of this fund is in the Savings Bank.—J. Hamson, Botanical Secretary. 
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gp cinoranda. 


SXI4IQUE may remind our members that Mr. George Hurst, who is still one of the most 
active of our Vice-Presidents, has lately passed his ninety-first birthday. 


PROBABLY no one amongst us has taken more trouble at any time in catering 
for new books than the retiring President, Mr. J. 8. Phillpotts. 


May we congratulate our President, Dr. Poole, on the presence of his son in the 
Oxford Boat? 

Ir I sit upon Mr. Punch, while Mrs. Judy reposes gracefully on my lap, do I not 
interfere between a man and his wife? And is it not a sorry thing to do? 

THERE are two time-pieces at work in our newsroom: one is appointed to tell the right 
time, the other to tell the wrong. Both have their uses. 

One of our Subscribers, being of a sporting turn of mind, asks us +he name of a work 
suitable for reading on the eve of the races. We hear that The Ring and the Book is 
most likely to meet his wants, but we do not guarantee the correctness of our information 
in matters of this character. 

WHENEVER you know of a new book worth buying, down with it on the appropriate 
“Proposal Card,” and please do not forget to add the necessary particulars. If you are 
rather shy, you may have recourse to the ‘* Proposal Book.” 

“A SuBscRIBER ” suggests that the lofty commodious room over the vestibule 
(formerly containing the Witt Museum, &c.) should be used for the purposes of the Library. 
Access to it might be provided by two spiral iron staircases, one on each side of the 
Library at the west end. As additional book-space becomes every day a more pressing 
necessity, the suggestion, on this ground alone, is worthy of consideration, to say nothing 
of the great boon which such a notable addition to the accommodation for readers would 
afford. If this improvement is carried out, the wooden partition, which at present shuts 
off the upper room from the Library, should be removed, and the handsome open wooden 
arcade restored to its original state. This would not only add greatly to the architectural 
beauty of the Library, but materially improve the ventilation. 

Witt the Council offer a reward for some feasible plan which would produce order out 
of chaos among the papers in the Reading Room, so that it will be possible to find the 
paper we want with the least possible trouble to ourselves and inconvenience to others? 
The search for Punch and Judy, for example, very frequently involves the turning over 
of all the broad-sheets on the tables and trying the temper and the toes of a dozen readers. 
It is always painful to contemplate the anxious faces of the searchers, seeking in vain 
for their favourite periodical. Would it not be possible to have racks for each of the 
principal dailies, or if this plan involved taking up too much room, might not some 
effectual system of classification be adopted, e.g., a Conservative rack for Government and 
Unionist, a Liberal rack for the Gladstonian and Progressive, a third for the weekly 
prints, a fourth for the comic papers, and so on? The existing state of things is anarchical 
and demoralizing. 


The next number of “Our Cotumns” will be published on June 20th. 
Communications for the Epirors (Mr. Excrer and Mr. Dymocx) may be addressed to 
the care of the L1BRARIAN, Bedford Rooms. 


Applications for space for Advertisements may be made to R. Hitt & Co., Mercury 
Press, Bedford. 


: 


March 21, 1891. 


OUR COLUMNS. 


ill. 


— 


J. & A. BEAGLEY, 


Tatlors, Hatters, 


HOSIERS, SHIRT MAKERS, 


L[ndian and Colonial Outfitters. 


AVING just completed Extensive 


; 
| 


Alterations to the Business Pre- | 


| 


mises, we are now in a position to | 
offer to the Public the largest Assort- — 


ment of Goods for Gentlemen’s wear, 
and the most convenient and extensive 
Premises for Gentlemen’s 
Outfitting. Every Department, includ- 
ing the TarLorine, with Fitting Rooms, 
&e., all on the Ground Floor. 


OOF OCH AD I> 


ALL THE 


Complete — 


On Tuesday, May 12, 1891, 


Pou Goods for the Spring 


Are now ready and an Inspection is 


| respectfully solicited. 


0, HIGH STREET, BEDFORD. 


ieee P BAKER. 
BOOKSELLER, 


hookbinder, ¢s Printer, 


ST. MARY’S PRINTING WORKS, 


BEDFORD. 


Pe tT a coe ee IN OS 


REPAIRED AND MountTeED. 


Lee et 


OLD BOOKS carefully Repaired. 


BEDFORD MUSICAL SOCIETY. 


SIR ARTHUR SULLIVAN'S 


GOLDEN LEGEND 


WILL BE PERFORMED IN THE 


COBN HACHANGE, 


AT 8 o’CLOCK. 


Conductor: Mz. P. H. DIEMER, R.A.M. 


Tickets, 5/-, 4/-, 3/-, 2/-, 
May be had of R. Hirt & Co., at the Art 
Studio, High Street. 
H. STEINMETZ, Hon. Sec. 
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COMPLE F * HOUSE : FURNISHER, 


FURNITURE, 
BEDSTEADS AND BEDDING, 
CARPETS, 
LINOLEUM AND FLOOR CLOTHS, 
BLINDS, 
CURTAINS AND CURTAIN MATERIAL, 
CHINA, 
GLASS AND EARTHENWARE, 
IRONMONGERY, 
BRUSHES AND ALL KITCHEN UTENSILS, 
PERAMBULATORS, 


TRUNKS AND LADIES’ DRESS BASKETS, &c. 


LARGE SHOW BROOME: 


IMMENSE STOCK. LOWEST PRICES. 
Inspection respectfully invited. 


FURNITURE REMOVED 
IN PANTECHNICON VANS, BY ROAD OR RAIL. 
FURNITURE REPAIRED, RE-UPHOLSTERED AND POLISHED. 
MATTRESSES AND BEDDING RE-MADE EQUAL TO NEW. 


F. GAMMAN, 85, HIGH STREET. 
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The Golden Bull Clock. 


JOHN BULL & CO. 


(Established 1817), 


49, HIGH STREET, BEDFORD, 


Goldsmiths, Selvellers, 


WATCH & CLOCK MAKERS, 


| 


OPTICIANS, &c. 


above Departments executed with all 
possible despatch by Experienced Work- 
men on the Premises. 


silver Plate & Electro Goods 


In Great Variety, suitable for 


PRESENTATION & WEDDING PRESENTS. 


OLD GOLD & SILVER PURCHASED 


Clocks Wound by the Year. 
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©. D. SHELTON, 


GIitipm eR, 


AND 


Picture Frame stlauntacturer, 


43, HIGH STREET, 


BEDFORD. 


~~ AUGUSTUS HILL, 


STEAMSHIP AGENT AND PASSAGE 
BROKER, 


| 40, Seen Genie a i. cet 


LOCAL. “OFFICE FOR THE 


P“& O. LINE. 


Every Description of Jobbing tn the — 


Berths can be secured and all Information 
obtained on application to 


AUGUSTUS HILL, HIGH STREET, BEDFORD 


TERMS OF SUBSCRIPTION 
TO THE LIBRARY. 


| Full Day Subscribers ........ 
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Members of same Family .. we -f 
| Evening Subscribers .......- 1D{ 454-5 
Members of same Family .. 5/- ,, 


_ Evening Quarterly Subseribers 2/6 
- | PAYABLE IN ADVANCE. 


| The Library ts Closed on Thursday Evenings. 


| For further Particulars apply to the LimraRiAn. 
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[= i No.2. ee Loi Price TWOPENCE. 
wR mq LN TLE Reader, and aH you that love the oe and its treasures, the 
(@) )} summer is with us, and our hearts are warming and expanding under 

its genial influence. Let us not at such a season forget that there is 
laid upon us here in Bedford a deeper obligation to consider what we read, and 
how we read, and to what purposes we read, than in almost any other town. of 
the size in England. 

We live and move amid a population in which youth and its conditions are 
everywhere supreme. In nearly every house and street and quarter of the town 
we meet with youthful faces. Walk abroad wellnigh when we will, the air is 
filled with the merry voices of the young. ‘The multiplicity of sights and sounds 
about us is one in speaking to us of growth and hope and promise. We live 
in a perpetual rush of Spring. 

Surely, therefore, when we seek a refuge from the burden of the day in the 
cool recesses of the Library, the thought of those without should still be present 
to our minds, and set us thinking whether we cannot carry back with us to our 
homes and occupations something of the spirit of our reading, to inspire and 
stimulate and run like leaven in the minds of our sons and daughters, our 
brothers and sisters. 

Let us not be satisfied when we have satisfied ourselves. The opportunity is 
ours. Let us use it. Better far, in moulding the impressionable mind of youth, 
better oftentimes than all the mechanism of education and all the appliances 
of lectures and learned societies, is the word in season, the passing hint, the com- 
mon-place suggestion. Nothing is common-place to the young; to them all things 
are new, and the early love of books has many a time made routine less irksome, 
and turned many a heart from indolence and evil. 
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Che Use of a Library. 
By Rev. JaAmEs Copner, M.A. 
Sm IVEN a fair share of health and worldly prosperity, what more do we require to 
4:4) promote our happiness? Why, we need congenial occupation. An idle man, 


p no matter how enviable his lot in other respects may be, can never be a thoroughly 
happy man. 


‘‘A want of occupation is not rest, 
A mind quite vacant is a mind opprest.”’ 


Well; what we chiefly need for happiness is occupation. But what sort of occupation ? 
When it is said that a man has “ no occupation,” what is meant is, that he has no regular 
occupation, not that he leads a life of absolute vacuity. Indeed, he could not do so if he 
would. Those who have no regular occupation—provided they are not consummate idiots 
—will be sure to be irregularly occupied in some form or other of bodily or mental 
activity. They cannot exist in absolute indolence. Hence we find young men, when 
liberated from their regular occupations, devising, as they express it, expedients for 
‘“lalling time.” Of course, if their pursuits on such occasions are of an innocent 
character, no fault can be found with them on account of this; for some agreeable mode 
or another of occupying their time they must necessarily find, or vacant days, when they 
have them, will afford them more plague than pleasure. Whether it be in the shape of 
work, or in the shape of amusement, in order to be happy, occupation we must get. A 
prisoner undergoing solitary confinement in the Bastile, for want of better occupation, 
used to scatter pins about the floor, and then pick them up again, and make various 
devices with them on the arms of a chair which stood in his cell. He pined for something 
to do, and in this strange expedient he found it. Had he spent his time in complete 
inactivity, he professed he would have gone mad. 

Dr. Johnson used to speak of a wealthy London tallow-chandler, who, having amassed a 
competent fortune, retired from trade, and went, as he supposed, to pass the remainder of 
his days in ease and enjoyment in a comfortable mansion in the country, But, alas, he 
was doomed to disappointment. He had no stated pursuits, and grew increasingly 
miserable. Being unable to endure this sort of existence any longer, he at last formed the 
singular resolution of returning to his melting vats to drudge amongst his successor’s 
workmen. And this he actually did, as a pastime rather than a labour, to relieve the 
tedium that oppressed him. 

Now had this chandler only had a soul above candles, he might surely have devised 
some more intellectual, or as it would appear to most of us, some more agreeable 
employment to occupy the remainder of his days. But as it happened he could not, 
he certainly acted a wiser part than those do, who, finding indolence a_ burden, 
yet take no steps to be relieved of it. A man to be happy should have congenial pursuits 
to turn to at all times as occasion needs. If he has no professional work to engage him, 
he should take up some other work. Amusements are all very well in their way, but, if 
carried to excess, they pall upon the taste. It is not so, however, with literature. That 
of all resources is the best, and in this age of intelligence, no one need pine for the lack 
of it. The printing-press teems with literary works of every description and yariety. 
Many of them no doubt are trashy, but I am convinced that in a carefully chosen library 
like ours, with its thousands of volumes, good reading greatly preponderates over trash. 


xs = co) “4 
And then in our standard authors, both ancient and modern, what a world of wit and 


June 20, 1891. OUR COLUMNS. 19 


wisdom is stored up! What a plenitude of instruction and pleasure may we derive from 
them if we will! Yes, literature is indeed an invaluable resource for those to turn to who 
have time at their disposal. It is a perennial fountain of living waters, of whose sweetness 
when once we have tasted anon we thirst for more— 


Quo plus sunt potae plus sitiuntur aquae. 


And we are not, Tantalus-like, doomed to disappointment ; for we may draw for ever from 
the wells of wisdom, and still find them ever full. Of course we cannot be always 
poring over books, nor is it wholesome that we should be. I am convinced, however, that 
if people in general were to take up books only on occasions when they really had nothing 
else in particular to attend to, they would be all the happier for it. The late Lord 
Liverpool, who presided over the government of this country during the immortal 
victories of Wellington, used to make it his rule to read every day books to divert him 
from the cares of office. And he was wise. As Thomas Hood once wittily suggested, a 
load of cares may be lightened by a load of books. Charlotte Bronté found it so. ‘I 
have recourse,” said she, ‘“ to books as to friends. They shorten and cheer many an hour 
that would be too long and desolate otherwise.’ And what Cicero thought of the 
healthful solace afforded to the mind by literary studies all Latin scholars well know. 
* Huaec studia,’ he wrote, *‘ adulescentiam alunt, senectutem oblectant ; secundas res ornant, 
adversis solatium et perfugium praebent ; delectant domi, non impediunt forts ; pernoctant 
nobiscum, peregrinantur, rusticantur.” — 

Truly, books are an invaluable help to fill up our vacant hours. Still, as has been 
implied already, temperance in reading is just as necessary as temperance in everything 
else. The rule we should be guided by is this—to observe a due proportion in the exercise 
of mind and body. Although I would seriously impress upon all members of our Library 
the great advantage of being readers, and of ayailing themselves of the stores of 
information and entertainment to be found on our shelves, I would urge them to be 
temperate readers, not mere skimmers of light and sensational novels, but readers of good, 
sound, solid books, calculated to afford them good, sound, solid intellectual nourishment, as 
good, sound, wholesome food is better adapted to promote their bodily strength than a 
perpetual diet of jam-tarts and sugar-plums. 

Happy is the man who possesses a good library of his own, and makes a diligent use of 
it. But scarcely less happy are those who have access to a good public library, such as 
ours is, and are earnest students of its contents. 

The few remarks I have now penned, I am fully aware are very trite and common-place. 
If, however, they should induce any readers of Our Columns to appreciate more than 
before the value of the Bedford Literary and Scientific Institute and General Library, and 
to persuade their friends to join it, I shall be amply rewarded for this fugitive paper, and 
shall haye contributed, it may be, a wee bit to the sum of human happiness. 


Is the portrait which has been for some time past on view in the Library that of 
Nicholas Rowe, Poet Laureate, the translator of Lucan, and the author of “The Fair 
Penitent,” ‘“‘ Jane Shore,’ and other dramas? IE so, it ought to be added to our collection 
of local celebrities. Though belonging to a Devonshire family, he was undoubtedly born 
at Little Barford, in this County, and consequently Bedfordshire has an equitable right to 
claim him. Steps are being taken to establish the authenticity of the picture. Whether 


it is the work of Kneller or not can only be decided by an expert, but there can hardly be 


two opinions as to its artistic excellence. 
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A Dilettante’s Dream. 


By H. M. Dymock, M.A. 
\( 


yf HAD taken my degree that morning. So I sat down in my arm:chair after Hall 
~. to consider what was next to be done. And as I mused I fell into a trance, and 
methought I was standing on the verge of a spacious flowery meadow, and through 
the midst of it ran a broad and gleaming river, and a skiff lay moored by the bank of the 
river, out of the stream, and in the distance I could hear the plunge of waves. 

And looking round I beheld a multitude of men and women of all sorts and sizes and 
ages, sitting or standing, singly and in groups, and the greater part of them chatting pleasantly 
together, but others of them discoursing with much earnestness to small knots of eager 
listeners, and here and there one of a pensive and even melancholy aspect. 

My presence was evidently not unobserved, for most of them straightway turned their 
backs, which was fortunate for me, as among such a number of strange folk I was 
beginning to feel anything but at my ease. Before I had time to notice further, a person, 
as it appeared to me, of some quality among them, clad from head to foot in the oddest 
suit of motley it is possible to conceive, yet withal of a countenance and figure somehow 
not altogether strange to me, separated himself from the rest of the throng, and coming 
politely towards me accosted me as follows :— 

‘Gentle sir, the company you see around you are the goodly host of British literary 
worthies. Yonder river, by which you have just arrived, is the river of Youth. You have 
reached its mouth here, and must hence take ship upon the ocean of Manhood. Each 
voyager, as he comes, is expected to secure for himself one of our number as his guide and 
companion over those perilous seas, and had you previously (and intimately) known 
any one of us, who could have performed that office of kindness for you, you would not 
have been detained any longer here. Unhappily, this is not the case. It remains there- 
fore for me, as the only one with whose works you are at all properly acquainted, to bring 
you into their midst, that you may inform them of the extent of your knowledge of their 
writings, and perchance induce one of them to attend you on your further journey. In 
naming the works you have read, you will of course be careful not to exceed the usual list 
of one hundred books. For myself, as I daresay you have ere this discovered, I am the 
compiler of Half Hours with the Best Authors, and an affiliated member of their body.” 

Thus saying, he took me by the hand, and led me gently forward to the summit of a 
grassy slope, whither presently came flocking round me, but without any appearance of 
hurry, and with a general air of languid indifference, the entire assemblage of those 
celebrated persons. 

Now, whether it was owing to the novelty of my situation, or to the invigorating fresh- 
ness of the air, or to the confidence natural to ignorance, I cannot exactly say, but I 
speedily recovered my self-possession, and applied myself to my task without more ado. 

‘Ladies and gentlemen,” said I, ‘it was both kind and convenient of you to turn your 
backs upon me as you did, for though your faces are rather strange to me, I have already 
been able to recognise several of you from the other point of view. 

‘““My father was an Edinburgh physician. He possessed a library which not only 
abounded in the lore of his profession, but contained, as one of his countrymen said 
of a dish of calf’s head, ‘a deal o’ fine confoosed feedin’ about it’ as well. In his youth 
he had lived next door to Sir Walter Scott, whose writings accordingly held a conspicuous 
place on his shelves, but not, I fear, an equal one in my own knowledge and esteem. 
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“Into this library I was turned loose at an early age, to make acquaintance with any sort 
of literature I chose.” At this point I noticed that some of the meaner-looking of my 
audience pricked up their ears, but the vast majority remained as unconcerned as ever. 
‘“‘ Doubtless,” I continued, “I shall shock the feelings of most of you by the discursive and 
profitless nature of my reading, but you cannot be offended at the prospect of my turning 
over a new leaf; in fact, I quite intend to limit the range of my studies in the future, for 
I feel that many of you have grossly over-written yourselves, and are much to blame in 
that particular. 

“To proceed. ‘There were many volumes of sermons in that library, and many great 
divines in old brown boards. Adams and Fuller, worthy old souls, I remember best, but I 
used to dip into their writings in search of quaint and curious conceits oftener than for 
theological assistance. A sermon of Laurence Sterne’s, ‘I can do all things,’ opened 
delightfully. Chalmers and Guthrie and the like I was required to read on Sundays, and 
naturally I know little about them now. 

“Does anyone in these times read The Vestiges of Creation, or remember anything of the 
stir it made? I read it, and Humboldt’s Cosmos, too, and Hugh Miller’s The Old Red 
Sandstone, Footprints of the Creator, and My Schools and Schoolmasters. Poor man! his 
was a melancholy end. Hard by him on the shelves stood Smollett, glorious in red and 
gold, a joy only to be snatched occasionally. Not so Forster’s Life of Oliver Goldsmith, 
‘and Boswell’s Johnson; these were quite as attractive as the others, and lawful indulgence 
eyen in the drawing-room. 

‘*T did not affect the poets or the playwrights much in those days, in spite of the galleries 
of them on the top shelves; perhaps it was because we had no library steps. Byron and 
Wordsworth I just inspected, nothing more; George Ehot’s Spanish Gypsy had recently 
come out, and there was a rare copy of Poems by Two Brothers. The Letters—I always 
liked letters, Madame de Sevigné’s and Lord Chesterfield’s were there—of Robert Burns, 
with the numerous corrections in his poems either made by himself or suggested by his 
friends, were afund of amusement. I tried my best at Paradise Lost, but it ended ina 
mere race between my brother and myself. He won, of course, ladies and gentlemen, but 
I used to enjoy the work all the same, in small doses. 

‘Would you believe it? I dabbled in philosophy. Sir William Hamilton’s erudition 
amazed me as much as that of the author of the Anatomy of Melancholy. Dugald 
Stewart and Locke and Berkeley I examined and partly read. Browne, with his endless 
quoting of Robert Montgomery, is remembered by me, as by everybody else, for that reason 
only. I do not think my father much approved of my looking into Hume’s Hssays, but 
Addison and Steele and Burke on The Sublime and Beautiful, were there as a corrective. 

“Where did I get my politics and modern history ? Mostly, wise youth, from the pages 
of Punch, recumbent, like myself, for comfort’s sake upon the floor. Oh! those dear little 
black silhouettes in the early numbers! There was a Life and Despatches of Napoleon I. 
very voluminous, and, fond as I am of warlike entertainment (on paper), I never quite 
achieved it all; some one had been before me with a pot of red ink and illuminated the 
margins with comical notes and quizzical profiles by way of indignant commentary. 
Burnet’s History bored me. Robertson’s Conquest of Mexico and Peru I knew as well as 
anything, except Russell’s Crimean War,—that was the book forme. And how well I 
remember (this by way of episode, please,) sitting, as a small boy, on the knee of a 
gigantic British officer, who had been wounded in the thigh by a Russian at the attack on 
the Redan. ‘And what did you do then?’ said I. ‘ Do, lad,’ said he, ‘I cut off his 
head.’ A Life of Columbus and the Voyages of Captain Cook were so vivid that the 
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realism of Robinson Crusoe paled before them. Another work of the adventurous class 
was Two Years before the Mast. What on earth do boys read now-a-days if they do not 
read that? (I thought my friend the compiler rather winced at this.) And Gudiiver’s 
Travels, and The Ingoldsby Legends, and Don Quixote, and Tom Cringle’s Log with The 
Quenching of the Torch, how fascinating they were! You never read Salathiel the 
Immortal, did you now, any of you younger ones? 

‘Oh, ladies and gentlemen,” I cried, for I saw that their numbers had been seriously 
dwindling all this time, “is there nothing that will excite your compassion? Did I not 
read Butler’s Analogy, and Butler’s Hudibras, and Buckland’s Curiosities of Natural 
History, and Southey’s Lives, and Lardner’s Cookery, and Revelations of Russia, and 
Chamber’s Cyclopaedia of English Literature, and Bufton's Natural History, and Layard’s 
Nineveh, and The Orbs of Heaven, and Hogg’s Vegetable Kingdom, and The Wonders of 
the Microscope, and Rab and his Friends, and Macaulay’s H'ssays, and Maria Edgeworth’s 
Trish Bulls, and The School for Scandal, and Christopher North, and David Cop is 

Alas! they were all gone, long before my list was ended, men and women, all gone, 
even he of the motley suit, and I was left alone! 

‘Farewell, ladies and gentlemen,” said I, with as slight a tone of disappointment as 
I could assume. ‘Farewell! You seem willing enough to discontinue the subject, 
though I do not accuse you for a moment of such inconstaney as mine. But if you would 
not have me wander at my will among your writings, nor seek such entertainment there 
as I have laid before you, remember, on the other part, that of making of books there is 
no end, and that much study is a weariness of the flesh. Aye, what care 1? The flowers 
are here, and the gleaming river, and the breaking wave. Are Life and Nature nothing 
worth ? Nay, I have loved you much, some of you very much, in my dilettante way. 
But part we here, if part we must, you for the quiet lea, I for the rolling billow. And 
yet ’tis possible, I trow, that the thought of some of you may one day prove a solace to 
me when the storm is highest.” * * * 


WHATEVER else may be learnt in the Natural History Section of our Society, the 
natural history of that useful animal, Canis familiaris, may be best studied in the vestibule 
of the Library, where | 

‘* Both puppy, mongrel, whelp, and hound, 

‘« And curs of low degree ”’ 
do congregate. As warm friends of “the friend of man,” we think the Council should 
supply water troughs and biscuits to render the often very protracted waiting of the dogs 
more tolerable to them. Additional door-mats should be provided for the poor little pets 
who are fastened to the umbrella-stand or tied to the hand-rail of the staircase, because 
the large mat in front of the folding doors is out of their reach, and, indeed, is generally 
monopolized by bigger dogs. 


Mr. Copner’s new book, “ Hints on Memory,” is so useful and suggestive that no one 
should forget to read it. The reasons alleged for the statement that men’s powers of 
memory have decreased as their facilities for acquiring knowledge from books, newspapers, 
&c., have increased may be duly considered by the members of our Society. In a future 
edition, the concluding chapter, entitled “‘Some Mnemonical Dodges,” should be greatly 
extended, as from the original examples provided by the author, it is evident he is an 
adept in composing mnemonics, relating to chronology, history, and other subjects, which 
would be very helpful to students young and old. 
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A HISTORY OF THE BEDFORD LITERARY AND SCIENTIFIC INSTITUTE 
AND GENERAL LIBRARY. 
ba taos. Gwyn Hucrr. E.R.A.S. 
PART II. 


Che Wedfordshire General Library. 


i as the fons et origo of the present establishment. It was founded in 1880, when 
‘{ Bedford, at that time only a bright little country town, numbering some 7000 
inhabitants, dependent chiefly on the trade in timber, coals, cereals, &c., due to its position 
on a then navigable river, and toa less degree on the manufacture of pillow lace, was 
gradually becoming known to the outside world through the fame of the Harpur Charity, 
which has subsequently played such an important part in building up its prosperity. The 
excellent free education which the Schools, under easy conditions, offered to all residents, 
was beginning to attract a class of people of somewhat higher mental aims and attain- 
ments than that who, before the era of railways, usually constituted the bulk of the residents 
of small provincial towns. ‘These outsiders, or, as they were sometimes unpolitely termed, 
“‘ squatters,’ found rent and taxes phenomenally low, all the necessaries of life equally 
moderate, and the cost of a good classical or commercial education absolutely nid. But with 
all these advantages some of them craved for one thing that was wanting,—a library of 
books. It is true that a reading room had been inaugurated in 1826 (of which more by- 
and-bye), but with the exception of the Old Bedford Library in St. Paul’s Vestry, doubt- 
less still enveloped in the dust and cobwebs so picturesquely described by Mr. J. Fisher 
thirteen years before, there was no large collection of books in the town, and certainly 
nothing to satisfy the growing need for a good library of modern literature. 


FOUNDATION. 


The initiative step towards the formation of a public Library was taken on December 7, 
1829, when a Committee, consisting of Dr. Hunt, Capt. Smyth, R.N., Rey. EK. L. Lockwood, 
Rey. E. R. Williamson, Dr. Witt, Dr. Brereton, Sir W. Long, Dr. Moore, and Mr. Thomas, 
was formed to take preliminary measures “for establishing a General Permanent General 
Library in the Town and County of Bedford.” It was proposed that the Society should con- 
sist not only of annual subscribers of one guinea, but of ‘“‘shareholders”’ of ten and five guineas 
respectively, so that a fund might be forthwith raised to purchase a good stock of books 
for the commencement of the establishment. The shareholders of ten guineas were to be 
exempt from paying any annual subscription, and those of five guineas were only to pay 
half-a-guinea. This preliminary movement does not appear to have led to any immediate 
result,—probaby because most of those associated with it were leading members of the Read- 
ing Room just mentioned,—an establishment conducted on narrow and exclusive principles; 
but in the summer of the following year, 1830, a circular was issued by 28 of the leading 
inhabitants of the town and neighbourhood inviting all intending subscribers to attend a 
meeting at the Sessions House on July 6th “ to consider whether it may not be expedient 
to commence the Library without further delay, either with compounders, under certain 
conditions, or wholly with annual subscribers.” The results of this and of subsequent 
meetings on July 8th and 17th were that the “ Bedfordshire General Library” was 


seer HIS Institution, despite the long pre-existence of the Old Library, must be regarded 
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declared as formally established from July 1, 1830, and its objects were stated to be 
“the formation of a library of the best books in every department of literature.” It was 
decided to admit four classes of members, viz., compounders for fifteen, seven, and four 
years, who were respectively to pay ten, five, and three guineas, and annual subscribers 
of one guinea. A Committee of 13 members and a secretary and treasurer were appointed. 

But as yet the Society had a name but no local habitation. At the first Committee 
meeting, held on July 20 at Mr. I. Elger’s house, a proposal was made and ultimately 
carried to engage two rooms over a butcher’s shop (Mr. Thos. Kingston’s) in St. Mary’s-street 
for six months at the rate of £25 per annum, and that a Library table, a dozen Windsor 
chairs, and some shelves be provided. It may be worth while to place on record here the 
names of the members of the first Committee and the officers of the Institution. Com- 
mittee: Capt. Trollope, R.N., Capt. Home, Rey. T. 5. Grimshawe, Rev. S. Hillyard, Rey. 
C. R. Muston, Rev. H. Tattam, Rev. J. Donne, Rev. E. J. Lockwood, Mr. J. T. Dawson, 
Mr. I. Elger, Mr. Thomas, Mr. Blower, and Mr. Walker; Hon. Secretary, Rey. Edmond 
Riland Williamson; Hon. Treasurer, Mr. John Green; Librarian, with a salary of six 
guineas per annum, Mr. John Mayle. 


THE FIRST YEAR. 


The minute book affords an interesting and vivid picture of the rapid growth of the 
infant Society even during the first year of its existence, and an admirable example of 
what may be accomplished in a short time by the energy and public spirit of a few 
individuals intent on forming a good Library. Provided at the outset with a considerable 
sum, resulting from the compounders’ contributions, the Committee expended nearly £200 
in books alone during the first twelve months. These books were selected with great 
care and judgment, and though many of them have since been either lost or alienated, no 
small portion of them are still numbered among our literary treasures. Gifts, too, poured 
in from many quarters, not consisting, as is often the case, of the refuse of private libraries, 
but of valuable works; so that at the end of the first year the Society possessed nearly a 
thousand volumes of standard literature, some of the books being of great rarity and value. 
Another noteworthy and pleasing feature in connection with the early history of the 
Institution was the establishment, by the voluntary presentation of specimens, of the 
nucleus of a museum, which (notwithstanding the admixture of some rubbish) ultimately 
grew into a collection which only needed systematic and classified arrangement to have 
been of great educational value. The specimens given, geological, mineralogical, concho- 
logical, ornithological, and entomological, came from all parts of the world, and were to 
only a very limited extent of local interest. As they were, in many instances, either 
unnamed or named unscientifically, the result was very confusing and disappointing. 

Early in the year 1831, the Committee, thinking that the Old Bedford Library would be 
more useful if it were transferred from St. Paul’s Church to their rooms, requested the Vicar 
to open a communication with the Bishop of Lincoln and the Archdeacon of Bedford with 
a view to its removal thither, the upshot of which was that both these functionaries and 
the Mayor of Bedford (all the Trustees being long since dead) took upon themselves the 
responsibility of sanctioning this course; consequently, on March 1, 1831, the Committee 
reported that “this vast accession of valuable works’’ had been made to the Library. 

The new Institution at the close of the first year of its existence, having struggled 
successfully with the difficulties incidental to its mauguration, might be regarded as firmly 
established. It included 117 annual subscribers and about 28 compounders, many of whom 
were active in presenting books and specimens, and in inducing their friends far and wide 


June 20, 1891. OUR COLUMNS. 25 


to follow their example ; hence, notwithstanding the cost of establishing the Library and 
the £200 spent in literature, the first financial statement showed a balance in hand. 

It is amusing to read, but it would be tedious to recount, the interminable discus- 
sions which took place before ‘‘ The Rules of the Society ”’ were finally settled on a basis 
satisfactory to the majority of the subscribers. ‘These rules were 28 in number. That 
relating to subscriptions specified “ that previous to July 1, 1831, every subscriber of 
one guinea in advance shall be considered a member of the Society, but after that period 
any new member shall pay half-a-guinea entrance fee in addition to his annual subscrip- 
tion.”” The regulations about compounders have already been given, but it may be added 
that compounders’ privileges were transferable. Another rule states that a Committee of 13, 
together with a secretary and treasurer, are to be elected by ballot at the annual meeting, 
held on the first Wednesday in July, ladies being allowed to vote by proxy. The Committee 
(five members of which formed a quorum) were empowered to elect a Librarian and Cura- 
tor for the Museum, and to purchase books, not exceeding ten guineas for any single work. 
Committee meetings were to be held at the Library on the first Tuesday of every month 
at 6 pm. The Library to be open every day (except Sunday, Good Friday, Christmas 
Day, &c.) from 10 to 9, the Librarian attending from 12 to 1 and from 2 to 4 on Wednes- 
days and Saturdays for the purpose of exchanging books (this rule was subsequently 
modified so that books could be exchanged on three days a week). ‘The rule relating to 
the time that books could be kept was as follows :—New books: folio, two weeks ; quarto, 
two weeks ; octavo and 12mo, one week. Books a year old: folio, four weeks; quarto, 
three weeks; octavo and 12mo, two weeks; with an additional week allowed in all cases 
to non-residents. A fine of 2d. a day per volume was imposed for retaining a book beyond 
the appointed time, and of ds. for taking a book away in the absence of the Librarian or for 
lending it to a non-subscriber. 


FURTHER PROGRESS. 


The second year of the Society’s life was one of gradual progress. The Committee 
were able to report a steady increase in the number of the subscribers and a balance to 
the good. Presents of books continued to pour in, and the museum was enriched by a 
large number of additional specimens and “ curiosities.” The Library, including the 
recently acquired books from St. Paul’s, now contained 1850 volumes. The minutes for 
the session are very extended, but include few matters of present interest. It may, 
however, be mentioned that the Secretary was authorized to apply to the Trustees of 
the British Museum for the recovery of the ‘‘ Leiger Book”’ of Newenham Priory, which 
many years previously had disappeared, in company with another book not named, in - 
a very mysterious way from the shelves of the Old Bedford Library. As may be supposed, 
this application was refused, in spite of the presence of the Library stamp on the title- 
page. Another entry in the minute book relates to a work which, with others by the 
same eccentric author, once made some stir in the world,—‘‘ Hone’s Mysteries.”’ It was 
ordered to be destroyed “‘as being of an evil tendency, and therefore unfit for circulation.” 
During the session 1832-1833 there was a slight diminution in the number of annual 
members and only 230 books added to the Library, but a good balance. This year the 
Committee were again called upon to exercise the functions of literary censors. A motion 
being brought forward for discontinuing the Monthly Review, the following resolution was 
unanimously adopted :—‘* The Editor of the Monthly Review (for Oct., 1832) having 
inserted an article in reviewing a book entitled ‘The present state of the Established 
Church: an apology for secession from its Communion,’ in which he indulges in a series 
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of abusive remarks highly offensive to the feelings of members of that Church, it is 
resolved that that publication be discontinued ; and that it is most desirable that nothing 
abusive to any denomination should be encouraged either on subjects of religion or politics 
in any publication received into the Library.’ ” The Society now being in the possession 
of property in books and specimens of considerable value, the Committee were anxious to 
vest it in the names of Trustees, but they had to consider the cost. of a trust deed; this 
difficulty was, however, partly solved by the liberality of Mr. W. Williamson, the barrister, 
and Messrs. Pearse & Sons, the solicitors engaged in the matter, declining to make any 
professional charge. The following twelve ‘Trustees were appointed : —The Duke of 
Bedford, the } Marquis of Bute, Mr. W. H. Whitbread, M.P., Mr. F. Polhill, M.P., Mr. W. 
Stuart, Ma. W:;, B:-llicems, Mis A. Green, >Mr. iG: Elger, Dr. AEs Dr. Witt, Mr. 
Robt. Newland, and Rey. J. Donne. 


REMOVAL TO THE BEDFORD ROOMS. 


Though there had been no very large increase in the number of subscribers between the 
inauguration and the year 1884, the space occupied by the ever-increasing Library and the 
room taken up by the Museum induced many of the members to desire more commodious 
quarters. The Committee in the fourth annual report called attention to the urgent 
necessity for better accommodation :—‘‘ Could a site sufficiently central and spacious be 
procured, there is no doubt of funds being immediately raised by donations and shares 
competent to erect a suitable building.” Luckily for the Institution, the idea of rushing 
into bricks and mortar came to nothing, probably for this reason :—the town haying long 
felt the want of a suitable room for balls, entertainments, public meetings, &c., the 
upstairs room at ‘‘ The Swan”’ and the old Shire Hall being the only available places for 
these purposes, a company was formed to erect a building which would meet all these 
requirements. The work, after being some three years in progress, was completed in 1836, 
and the present handsome structure is the result. Early in 1885 the Library Committee 
were endeavouring to come to some arrangement with the Bedford Rooms Company, 
whereby a portion of the new building might be allotted to the General Library; and at 
the annual meeting, held on August 5th of that year, the Committee were requested to 
call a special general meeting of the subscribers to confer with the Directors of the 
Bedford Rooms Company on the subject. This conference took place on February 3, 1836, 
and a proposition was carried that a rent of £30 per annum (free from all taxes) be offered 
for the use of two rooms in the new building, the tenancy being determinable by twelve 
months’ notice on either side. As the Company stood out for £40, the negotiations were 
in danger of being broken off, and this probably would have happened had not the Rey. E. 
Williamson, Rector of Campton, his son, the Rev. EK. R. Williamson, and others, generously 
come forward with promised donations to help the Society to pay the additional £10 per 
annum required. The matter was ultimately settled by a resolution passed at the annual 
meeting, held August 3, 1836, to the effect that the two rooms in the north wing be taken 
at the yearly rent of £35, the Rector of Campton and his son undertaking to pay £5 
per annum for eight years to make up the necessary sum of £40. This important matter 
happily arranged, the next question was the cost of converting the two rooms into 
a suitably-furnished Library with proper fittings, book-cases, &e. ‘To meet this expendi- 
ture, ultimately amounting, with the cost of removal, to more than £200, about £130 was 
contributed by various friends (among them the Marquis of Bute, who gave £50), the 
Architect of the building furnishing the working dr awings of the fittings and superintend- 
ing the work gratuitously. The remoyal took place in October, 1836. 
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Archaeological and Matural Wistorp Section. 


Excursion To DUNSTABLE AND THE NEIGHBOURHOOD. 


(Cronk first excursion of the season was made, on May 138, to Dunstable and the 

, N neighbourhood, but, unfortunately, only very few ‘Members were able to take 
i part in it, a circumstance the more to be regretted as the weather was perfect, 
and the various points of interest were visited under especially favourable conditions. 
On the arrival of the party at Dunstable, the Priory Church first claimed attention. The 
Vicar, the Rev. Canon Macaulay, gave every facility for the examination of the interior, 
but time did not allow of more than a brief glance at the principal architectural features 
of this once magnificent building, which, notwithstanding that it has suffered cruelly 
from wilful neglect, and has, besides, been shorn of its once imposing proportions, still 
remains the most noteworthy example of the Norman, Transition Norman, and Early 
English styles in this part of England. The party next proceeded to the residence of Mr. 
Worthington G. Smith, in the High- street South, to see his interesting museum of local 
and other antiquities. In this collection archaic stone implements, both “of the Paleolithic 
and Neolithic type, occupy an important place. The former are represented by specimens 
from many localities at home and abroad where they have been discovered, including, of 
course, examples from Kempston and other places in Bedfordshire. The Neoliths, 
comprising Celts, arrow and spear heads, flakes, &c., were mostly found on the neigh- 
bouring Downs. But, perhaps, the most remarkable objects in Mr. Smith’s storehouse 
of antiquities are the skeletons of British and Romano-British date carefully arranged in 
the positions in which they were discovered. Many of them lhe on the side with the 
knees partly drawn up towards the chest, the elbows brought near to the knees, and the 
hands resting in front of the face. Most of these skeletons were found in the vicinity 
of Dunstable. Urns and other objects associated with them were also exhibited. 
Before starting for Maidenbower and Totternhoe, the principal objects of the excursion, 
the party was joined by a contingent of the Hertfordshire Natural History Society, some 
ten or twelve in number, with whom a meeting had been arranged some time before. 
Leaving Dunstable in two large waggonettes, after a far too brief inspection of Mr. 
Smith’s antiquarian treasures, the first halt was made at the foot of the lofty hill on the 
outskirts of the town, called ‘“‘ The Five Knolls,’”’ to allow those who so desired to ascend 
to the summit to see the ¢wmudi and other earthworks. The sepulchral barrows, situated 
on the highest point of this prominent spur of the Chiltern Range, are five in number 
(hence the name * The Five Knolls’’), and consist of conical mounds about 18 or 20 feet 
high. They are presumably ¢wmudi of the British epoch, but as, we believe, only 
one or two of them have been explored by competent antiquaries, their true date must 
be left an open question for the present. Within a few yards of these objects Mr. Smith 
drew attention to a number of circular cup-shaped pits, about eight or ten feet in diameter 
and four or five feet deep, supposed to represent the remains of British dwellings. These 
curious depressions resemble in many particulars the so-called ‘“ British villages’’ found 
at Egton and in other parts of the East Riding of Yorkshire. The remarkable earthwork 
Maidenbower (Magh-dun-barr, or the fortress at the top of the elevated plain, according 
to some etymologists) next claimed attention. It is situated about one-and-a-half miles 
north-west of ‘The Five Knolls,’ and is approached by a grass road or “ baulk,”’ which 
is said to represent the site of a British causeway much older than the Roman road, a few 
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hundred yards west of it,—the historical Watling-street. The ‘‘ Vallum” which defines 
the boundary of Maidenbower is some 10 or 12 feet in height, and encloses an area of 
eight or ten acres. Although it probably dates from before the Christian era, it still 
remains in a fair state of preservation. It is, however, threatened with destruction within 
a measurable period, as the site is about to be excavated for chalk—a circumstance much 
to be regretted, because as regards size and completeness it is an almost unique example 
of a British earthwork, and for this reason should have been scheduled in the “ Act for 
the Preservation of Ancient Monuments.” From Maidenbower the party went on to 
‘“¢ Totternhoe Castle,”’—so called, though theve is not, and never was, anything resembling 
what is usually understood by the term ‘‘castle”’ at this place. ‘Totternhoe is said to be 
a corruption of the Celtic word ‘“ Teotan,” a burning, and the Saxon term ‘“ hoe,” or 
“hou,” a hill,—thus it would mean the burning hill. No one can stand on the highest 
part of this magnificent earthwork, commanding a view of a wide expanse of country, 
without admitting the admirable suitability of the site for a beacon. The existing 
hollow on the summit doubtless represents the place where the fires were lighted. Adjoin- 
ing, and partially including, this Celtic stronghold, is a well-developed Roman camp of the 
usual rectangular form. ‘The vallum and ditch are very distinct on the north-west side 
and in some other places, but are entirely wanting on the south-west, where a steep natural 
declivity of the ground rendered such a protection unnecessary. The party next 
adjourned to an inn in the neighbouring village of Totternhoe for tea, of which they 
partook in a damson-orchard adjoining. Here Mr. J. Saunders, of Luton, gave an 
interesting account of the Geology and Natural History of the neighbourhood. On the 
motion of Mr. Elger, hearty votes of thanks were accorded Mr. Saunders and Mr. 
Worthington Smith for doing so much to render the excursion instructive and pleasurable. 
The party returned to Bedford at 7h. 45m. 

Committee meetings were held on March 26 and April 30, the principal business 
transacted relating to the forthcoming excursions. Ata meeting held on May the 28th, 
it was decided, after some discussion respecting the visit to Dunstable on May 13, in 
which only four members took part, not to have any more excursions during the 
present season. 


Correspondence. 


To Tue Eprtors or “ Our Conumns.”’ 


Dear Srrs,—I think you will agree with me that the practice indulged in by some of 
the subscribers to every circulating library of disfiguring the margins of the books they 
borrow by pencilled criticisms, cannot be too greatly censured. 

A writer in Chambers’ Journal on the subject of book destruction, after mentioning 
several of the many ‘“ enemies of books,” says:—‘‘ There is a feebler, but still more 
irritating, form of outrage upon books in public libraries, which consists in scrawling 
on the margins the vapid and frivolous criticisms or opinions of the reader, who often, 
unconsciously, gives evidence that he is incapable of appreciating what he reads. We 
have a book before us now, the collected poems of the greatest poetess of our century, 
and there is hardly a page not disfigured by some trumpery cavil about the words, or 
the sense, or the rhythm. Through all her sweet thoughts, this pestis chartarum follows 
her, until we take up the poker and strike a blow at an imaginary skull too thick to 
break, and too empty to be susceptible of concussion of the brain.” 
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In one of the back volumes of Punch, there is an amusing portrait by Du Maurier, 
of the individual who scribbles in the margins of the books he procures from the 
circulating library. He is represented with the ears of an ass and the face of an idiot. 
Let all who are guilty of this silly practice take the hint, and forbear from disfiguring 
the books that do not to belong them. I am, Sir, yours &c., 

—_—_—— BOOKWORM. 

THouGcH egotists of the type to which “ Bookworm” refers are perhaps not so 
numerous as formerly, there is, as Mr. Davis can testify, a sufficient number of them 
still remaining amongst our members to make his letter very apropos. ‘There are, however, 
greater enemies to books than the idiotic race of marginal scribblers and underliners,— 
viz., those who, to save themselves the trouble of making extracts, tear out whole 
pages or paragraphs. ‘Then, worst of all, we have, occasionally, the picture thief. He 
was in evidence last ana “AS the ee of ne Salou ene logue LOE 1890 D Jaca witness. 


HTE of Captive arate 
Eur. Hecusa 629-656. 


On me was doomed to fall the hap, 
On me to fall the blighting woe, 
When first into the pines on Ida’s lap 
The keen axe bit, that so 
Might Paris on the morrow ride the wave 
To win his fairest, fairest of all fair, 
That anywhere 
The golden sunbeams lave. 


Now, toils and stress of slavery’s reverse 
My life coerce. 
By one man’s deed of shame 
A common bare, a common stroke, 
On Ilium came, 
And ruin at the hand of alien folk. 
Then was that sharp-contested plea, 
Wherein contended 
Before a neatherd’s court the heavenly Three,— 
In spear and blood and my home’s ending ended. 


Aye, and swift HEurotas near 
Some maiden mourns, some mother dear, 
In anguish for her slain, 
Doth on her silver locks inflict her pain, 
And down her cheek long furrows score, 
That ever more 
Her reddening finger stain. 
BH Me): 


Ix well managed Libraries like our own, bad books are never taken in, and good 
umbrellas are never taken out. 
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Reports of Meetings of the Council. 


Councit Merrtine held April 2, 1891.—Present: Rev. Dr. Poole, president (in the 
chair), Mr. Bates, Rev. J. Copner, Mr. J. E. Cutcliffe, Mr. Elger, Mr. Dymock, Mr. T. 


Henderson, Mr. J. W. Hill, Mr. Rowland Hill, Mr. W. H. Jackson, Mr. G. Mayes, Mr.J.S. | 


Phillpotts, Dr. Steinmetz, Mr. W. Steward, Mr. C. Wells, Rev. P. W. Wyatt. 

A cordial vote of thanks was given to Mr. Seebohm for his lecture ‘‘ Adventures in 
Siberia,” on the proposition of Mr. Phillpotts, seconded by Mr. E. Ransom. 

A vote of thanks, proposed by Dr. Poole and seconded by Mr. Phillpotts, was also 
unanimously accorded the Editors of ‘‘ Our Columns” for the able manner in which they 
had brought out the first number. | 

Mr. Elger read the minutes of the Archeological and Natural History Section. 

Dr. Steinmetz proposed, and Mr. Elger seconded, that the insurance on the books, coins, 
and other property of the Society, be raised from £2,500 to £3,000. The matter was 
subsequently referred to the Finance Committee. 

A letter from Mr. W. H. Lloyd, pointing out the desirability of providing a 
thermometer in order to regulate the temperature for the Reading Room, having been 
read, the matter was referred to the Finance Committee. 

It was ordered that a notice relating to subscribers having more than one newspaper at 
a time be placed over the fire-place in the Reading Room. 

Mr. Flger introduced the subject of Technical Education in connection with the grant 
to be made through the County Council for that purpose. In the discussion that followed 
Mr. Bates, Capt. Glubb, Mr. W. Steward, Mr. J. W. Hill, Mr. C. Wells, Mr. Phillpotts, 
Rey. J. Copner, Mr. Rowland Hill, and Rey. Dr. Poole took part. 

The following books were presented to the Library by Miss Louisa Bigg, of Luton. 
‘‘Pansies and Asphodel”’ by Miss L. Bigg, ‘The Gods of Men” by Miss L. Bigg, and 
‘Prince Nushiyad” by Miss L. Bigg. An unanimous vote of thanks was accorded Miss 
Bigg for her gift. 

Books ordered :— 

Facsimile of the Original Manuscript of the- Book | Howell’s Trade Unions, Old and New. 


of Common Prayer, a.p. 1661. Bakers Wild Beasts and their ways. 
Bagehot’s Literary Studies. | Trelawney’s Adventures of a Younger Son. 
Selections from Berkeley. Thursfield’s Life of Sir R. Peel. 
Crépet, Les Poétes Francaises, with introduction by | Hamley’s War in the Crimea. 

Ste. Beuve. Harcourt’s Achievements of Engineering. 
Tycho Brahe, by Dr. Dreyer. _ Walpole’s History of England, from 1815, 3 vols. 
A. de Musset, Comédies et Proverbes, 3 vols. Abney’s Instructions in Photography. 
Marshall's Principles of Economics, Vol. I. Hermathena. 


Men and Women of the Time, new edition. | Gibbon’s Industrial History of England. 


Councit Merrtinc held May 7, 1891.—Present: Mr. G. Hurst (in the chair), Mr. 
Bates, Dr. Coombs, Rev. J. Copner, Mr. Cutcliffe, Mr. Dymock, Mr. Elger, Mr. T. 
Henderson, Mr. J. W. Hill, Mr. Rowland Hill, Mr. Mayes, Mr. E. Ransom, Dr. Steinmetz, 
Mr. Steward. 

Mr. J. W. Hill presented the report of the Finance Committee, and Mr. Elger the 
report of the Archeological and Natural History Section, both of which were adopted. 

Mr. E. Ransom read the report of the Catalogue and Guide Book Committee, which was 
received. ‘The purchase of the Guide Books was deferred for further consideration. 


i i i 


June 20, 1891. 


OUR COLUMNS. 31 


An application for the Loan of Foxe’s Book of Martyrs, containing Bunyan’s autograph, 
and of the water-color sketch of Bunyan’s Cottage, for exhibition at the forthcoming 
Bunyan Bazaar, was made by Mr. Poynter, and was granted on certain conditions. 

Mr. Elger reported that a microscope had been purchased for the use of the members. 

A letter was read relating to a portrait of Nicholas Rowe recently purchased at a sale in 


Devonshire, and the portrait was exhibited at the meeting. 


Before deciding to entertain 


the question of purchasing it at the price of £10, the Council requested the Book- 
Committee to take the opinion of an expert as to its authenticity. 


Books ordered :— 
Brewer’s Historic Note Book. 
Dean Church—The Oxford Movement. 
Historic Towns, New York. 
The Novel in the days of Elizabeth. 
Wright’s Optical Projection ? 
Journal of Indian Art. 
C. Bradlaugh—Labour and Law. 
Weale—:The Truth about the Portuguese. 
Grace—Cricket. 


Saintsbury—A Short History of French Literature. 


Hogarth’s Works, 2 vols., 4to. 
Zincke’s Walk in the Grisons. 
Penley’s English School of Painting in Water 
Colour, folio. 

Kipling’s The Light that Failed. 
Baring-Gould’s Jacquetta. 
Marg. Deland’s Sidney. 
Hageard and Lang’s The World's Desire. 
Portugal, Story of the Nation’s Series. 
Bret Harte’s Ward of the Golden Gate. 

be A Sappho of Green Springs. 
Crommelin’s Cross Roads, 2 vols. 

Midge. 

Warner's A Little J ourney in the World. 
Gissing’s A Village Hampden, 3 vols. 

», Lhe Emancipated, 3 vols. 
Oliphant’s Sons and Daughters. 
Broughton’s Alas, 3 vols. 

Krroll’s By Woman’s Favour, 3 vols. 

Gerard’s Recha. 

Thomas’s The Love of a Lady, 3 vols. 

Hungerford’s A Born Coquette, 3 vols. 

Crawford’s A Cigarette Maker’s Romance. 

Lester and Sergeant’s Name and Fame, 3 vols. 

Transactions of the Guild and School of Handi- 
craft, Vol. 1. 

Dictionary of National Biography, Vol. 26. 

Praed’s The Romance of a Station, 2 vols. 

Buckley’s Through Magic Glasses. 

Keary’s Mariage de Convenance, 2 vols. 

Life of Bishop Ken, by Plumtre, 2 vols. 

Murray and Herman’s The Bishop’s Bible. 

Robinson’s The Keeper of the Keys, 3 vols. 

a A Woman of the World, 3 vols. 
A Very Strange Family. 
Harry Fluyder at Cambridge. 
Jerome’s Diary of a Pilgrimage. 


Jerome's Told After Supper. 

Burritt’s Walk from London to Land’s End. 

Kettle’s The Old Hall among the Water Meadows. 

Trollope’s That Unfortunate Marriage, 3 vols. 

Journal of Marie Bashkirtseff, 2 vols. 

Junker’s Travels in Africa. 

Craik’s Diana, 3 vols. 

Farjeon’s Basil and Annette, 3 vols. 

Fraser’s The New Duchess, 3 vols. 

Alexander’s Blind Fate, 3 vols. 

Betham-Edwards’s Half-way, 2 vols. 

Henty’s Bonnie Prince Charlie. 

»~ Lhe Lion of St. Mark. 

Marryatt’s A Scarlet Sin. 

Report of Meeting of British Association, 
(presented by Mr. E. Ransom). 

Doyle’s The Captain of The Polestar. 

Gunter’s Miss Nobody of Nowhere. 

Lodwick’s John Bolt, 2 vols. 

Maarten’s The Sin of Joost Avelingh, 2 vols. 

Carey’s Lover or Friend, 3 vols. 

An Australian Girl, 3 vols. 

Morris’s News from Nowhere. 

St. Aubyn’s A Fellow of Trinity. 

Haggard’s Eric Brighteyes. 

The Normans, Story of the Nation Series. 

Loftie’s London City. 

Blackburn’s The Pyrenees. 

Great Artists Series :— 

Albrecht Durer, by R. J. Heath. 

Figure Painters of Holland, by Lord Ronald 
Gower. 

Fra Angelico da Fiesole, and the Early Florentine 
Painters of the Fifteenth Century, by C. M. 
Phillimore. 

Bartolommeo di Paolo and Mariotti Albertinelli, 
Andrea d‘Agnolo; by Leader Scott. 

David Cox and Peter de Wint, by G. R. Redgrave. 

Thomas Gainsborough and John Constable, by G. 
M. Brock-Arnold. 

Giotto, by Harry Quilter. 

Hogarth, by Austin Dobson. 

Hans Holbein, by Joseph Cundall. 

Sir Edwin Landseer, by F. G. Stephens. 

Leonardo da Vinci, by Jean Paul Richter. 

Andrea Mantegna and Francesco Raibolini, by 
Julia Cartwright. 
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The Little Masters—Albrecht Altdorfer, Hans 
Sebald Beham, Barthel Beham, Heinrich Alde- 
erever, Georg fPencz, Jacob Binck, Hans 
Brosamer, by W. Bell Scott. 

Michelangelo, by Charles Clement. 

Raphael, by N. D’Anvers. 

Rembrandt, by John W. Mollett. 

Sir Joshua Reynolds, by T. S. Pulling. 

Rubens, by Charles W. Kett. 

Tintoretto, by W. Roscoe Osler. 

Titian, by Richard Ford Heath. 

J. M. W. Turner, by W. Cosmo Monkhouse. 

Van Dyck, by Percy R. Heath. 

Velasquez, by Edwin Stowe. 

Horace Vernet, by J. Runtz Rees. 

Sir David Wilkie, by John W. Mollett. 


The Painters of Barbizon—Millet, Rousseau, Diaz, 
Corot, Daubigny, Dupré, by John W. Mollett. 


Curtius’ Greek Etymology, Vol. 2. 

The Voyages and Adventures of Ferdinand Mendez 
Pinto ; 

Oxford University Calendar, 1891. 

London University Calendar, 1891, Part 1. 

Fanny Burney and her Friends. 

Wood's The House of Halliwell, 3 vols. 

Russell’s The Secret of the River, 2 vols. 

Anstey’s Voces Populi. 

Stockton’s Ardis Claverden. 

Marshall’s Eastward Ho. 

Poynter’s The Failure of Elizabeth, 3 vols. 


c 


Councin Mrrtine, held June 4, 1891.—Present: Mr. J. S. Phillpotts (in the chair), 
Mr. Bates, Mr. Dymock, Mr. Elger, Dr. Goldsmith, Capt. Glubb, Rev. Canon Haddock, 
Mr. T. Henderson, Mr. J. W. Hill, Mr. Rowland Hull, Mr. Hurst, Mr. W. H. Jackson, 
Mr E. Ransom, Mr. Steward, Rev. P. W. Wyatt. 

It was decided that the portrait, said to be that of Nicholas Rowe, be photographed 
(with the permission of the owner), in order to obtain the opinion of the British Museum 
or other competent authorities as to its authenticity. 


Books ordered :— 
Victor Hugo, Gfuvres Inédites ‘‘ Voyages.”’ 
Disraeli and his Day. 
Hibbert Lectures, 1888. 
Journal of Sir Walter Scott. 
Denning’s Telescopic Work for Starlight Evenings. 
Badmington Library—Riding and Polo. 
A Girl in the Karpathians. 
The Eocene and Oligocene Beds of the Paris Basin. 
Adventures of Count George Albert of Erbach. 
Loftie’s Westminster Abbey. 
The Queen’s Commission—Col. Younghusband. 
War, by Col. Maurice. 
Forty Years in a Moorland Parish. 
Life of Laurence Oliphant. 


Lord Houghton—Stray Verses. 

Pericles in the Golden Age of Athens. 

Gustavus Adolphus. 

Theodoric the Goth. 

Ruskin’s Poems. 

Verdicts of History Reviewed. 

Duncan’s History of the Royal Artillery. 

David Cox and Peter de Wint. 

Three Years in Roumania. 

Thirty Years of my Life on Three Continents, by 
Edwin de Leon (from Smith’s). 

Scenes through the Battle Smoke, by the Rev. R. 
Wale (from Smith’s). 

Jenny Lind’s Life (from Smith’s). 


Mr. Henry SEEBOHM gaye a graphic Lecture in the Library, on March 19th, on his 


Adventures in Siberia. 
in the subject. 


Mr. Phillpotts presided, and a large audience shewed deep interest 
Mr. Seebohm spoke without notes, and his vivid sketches of the people, 


climate, birds, shipping, on his journey towards and upon the Yenesay were greatly appre- 
ciated and duly acknowledged. Readers will be glad to be reminded that the lecturer has 
published a full description of his visits to Siberia in a handsome illustrated volume, 
‘Siberia in Asia,’ which is in the Library. 


The next number of “Our Cotumns” will be published on September 21st. 

Communications for the Kpirors (Mr. Etcrr and Mr. Dymock) may be addressed to 
the care of the LipraRrian, Bedford Rooms. 

Applications for space for Advertisements may be made to R. Hitt & Co., Mercury 
Press, Bedford. 
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J. & A. BEAGLEY, © 


Tatlors, Hatters, 


HOSIERS, SHIRT MAKERS, 


L[hdian and Colonial Outfitters. 


— 


AVING just completed Extensive | 
Alteraticns to the Business Pre- | 
mises, we are now in a position to 
offer to the Public the largest Assort- 
ment of Goods for Gentlemen’s wear, 
and the most convenient and extensive 
Premises for Gentlemen’s Complete 
Outfitting. Every Department, includ- 
ing the TarLorina, with Fitting Rooms, | 
&c., all on the Ground Floor. 


COOH 09,05 ®AO-D~> 


ALL THE 


slew Goods for the Qresent Season ae 


Are now ready and an Inspection is 


respectfully solicited. 


5, HIGH STREET, BEDFORD. | 


We oh BVI, 


BOOKSELLER, 
hookbinder, (> Printer, 


ST. MARY’S PRINTING WORKS, 


BEDFORD. 


WAPS & PRINTS 


REPAIRED AND MovuntTED. 


—_ 


OLD BOOKS carefully Repaired. 


H. ADKIN & SONS, 


57, HIGH STREET, 
BEDFORD. 


Fou is CNNLS ee 


te Mui ies dia 


AYRES’ CHAMPIONSHIP TENNIS BALLS, 


13s. perR DOZEN. 


OO Oe om OO 


A Large Assortment of 


Laton Gennis and Cricket Aequisites 


To select from. 
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F. GAMMAN, 
E: HOUSE : FURNISHER. 


COMPLET! 


FURNITURE, 


BEDSTEADS AND BEDDING, 
CARPETS, 
LINOLEUM AND FLOOR CLOTHS, 
BLINDS, 
CURTAINS AND CURTAIN MATERIAL, 
CHINA, 
GLASS AND EARTHENWARE, 
IRONMONGERY, ) 
BRUSHES AND ALL KITCHEN UTENSILS, 
PERAMBULATORS, : 


TRUNKS AND LADIES’ DRESS BASKETS, &c. 


LARGE SHOW ROOMS. 


IMMENSE STOCK. LOWEST PRICES. 
Inspection respectfully invited. 


PURNITURH BEMOYHD 
IN PANTECHNICON VANS, BY ROAD OR RAIL. 
URNITURE REPAIRED, RE-UPHOLSTERED AND POLISHED. 
MATTRESSES AND BEDDING RE-MADE EQUAL TO NEW. 


F. GAMMAN, 85, HIGH STREET. 
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BROKER, 


40, HIGH STREET, BEDFORD. 


LOCAL OFFICE "FOR THE 


P. & O. LINE. 


Berths can be secured and all Information 
obtained on application to 


AUGUSTUS HILL, HIGH STREET, BEDFORD 
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TO THE LIBRARY. 


Full Day Subscribers ........ 25/- yearly. 


Members of same Family .. 10/6 _,, 
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OY pie the Outer Hebrides are probably not very well known to, at any rate, all the 
) yc readers of this Journal, it has struck me that I might make use of my holiday 
, experiences in answer to the editorial importunity to which I have of late been 
subject. So without further preface I will at once plunge into my subject. 


I need not describe the route from Bedford to Oban, the starting place for most of 
McBrayne’s excellent steamers to the Islands. Here I am, at 6 a.m., on a fine but fresh 
morning on board the s:.s. ‘ Flowerdale,” all ready for a start, with the rods and other 
baggage necessary for a fortnight’s fishing excursion. My companion has just arrived by 
the 4.45 a.m. train, and having bestowed our luggage, we proceed to examine our ship. 
She is a capital sea-going vessel, high out of the water, with plenty of raised deck room, 
an excellent saloon, and state rooms for night travelling. And here I may as well say 
once for all that on all McBrayne’s steamers the accommodation and the food are excep- 
tionally good, and that any one who is not satisfied with them must be very difficult to 
please. Passing up the Sound of Mull, at about 8.30 we reach the quiet little village of 
Tobermory, with its bay sheltered by Calve Island, and woods reaching down to the 
water's edge—one of the prettiest places in the Western Islands. Leaving Auliston and 
Ardnamurchan Points and Loch Sunart on the right, we pass the Islands of Tiree and 
Coll on the left, and making our way across what is practically the open Atlantic, we at 
length reach Castlebay, in the Island of Barra, the most southern port of the Outer 
Hebrides. The Bay is named from a castle which stands on a small promontory and is 
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separated from the land at high water. ‘This is a great place for the herring fishery, and 
here the herring fleet stops in June and July to salt aud pack the fish, for which purpose 
there are a large number of wooden sheds erected. Here, too, there is an hotel, a 
Roman Catholic Church, and a few houses. ‘The place is rendered exceedingly picturesque 
by the numerous small islands which, as is the case nearly all along this coast, rise toa 
considerable height from the sea. ‘The next stoppage is at Lochboisdale, in South Uist, a 
celebrated haunt for the sea trout fisher, which is, I believe, generally a good place, but 
has been spoiled this year, strange to say, by want of rain, of which very little has fallen 
in these islands since May. 


Close to Lochboisdale is the ruin of the second of two castles, the first of which is on 
the top of a small island between Barra and South Uist, which are said to have been the 
strongholds of two freebooters in olden times. ‘They seem almost inaccessible to the 
means of attack of those days, and are now very striking and picturesque objects. Pro- 
ceeding northwards from Lochboisdale we come to the Island of Benbecula, which lies 
between North and South Uist, the only means of communication with them being by 
fords, called the North and South Ford respectively. That to the South is comparatively 
easy, being about a mile across, but the Northern one is very difficult, and even dangerous. 
It is four miles across and ayailable for only four hours at a time, 1.e., two hours on each 
side of low water, but it is never altogether dry, and there are quicksands into which 
inexperienced travellers may fall. For many years lives were from time to time lost in 
crossing it, but it has now been rendered much safer by the placing of a row of large 
stones to mark the line which should be taken. I heard of more than one hairbreadth 
escape, but that of our temporary ghilly, one of the most experienced men in the Islands, 
was the most remarkable. He started on the afternoon of December 24th to cross the 
ford with a friend, whose business in Benbecula was of importance, but on getting within 
a mile of their destination they became aware that the water was rising, and that the 
horse would have to swim for it. As, however, the animal was very tired, and they were 
not sure of its swimming powers, they did not think it wise to make the attempt. The 
only alternative was to get on to one of the Islands, in which the ford abounds, but failing 
to do this in the darkness of a December night, they scrambled on to the top of a rock, a 
few yards in circumference, and dragging up the trap or ‘“‘ machine,” as they always call 
a vehicle in those parts, and filling it with stones to keep it in place, they spent eight 
hours of a winter’s night with the waves of the Atlantic actually dashing over their 
heads, amid a violent storm of thunder and lightning, scarcely hoping that they could 
possibly be saved. ‘The wind had been blowing from the West; had it continued in that 
quarter with the rising tide they must have been lost. Fortunately it veered round to the 
East, and thus they were just able to hold on until the light came and the tide went 
down, and they escaped in safety. 


Passing Loch Eport, where there is a kelp manufactory, and to which the entrance is 
exceedingly narrow and difficult, we at last arrived at Lochmaddy at 8 o’clock, after a 
voyage of 14 hours from Oban. At the entrance to the harbour there are two curiously 
shaped rocks, which look as though they were placed there to guard the approach. They 
are called the ‘“‘ Dogs of Lochmaddy,” but really the place takes its name from them, as 
Lochmaddy means “ the Loch of the barking Dogs.” 


The hotel where we took up our quarters is very comfortable. Mr. McInnes, the © 
lessee, has the right of fishing over a large number of lochs, some of which contain plenty — 
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of sea trout, and most of them a good supply of brown trout. Loch Strom-mhor, the 
nearest to the hotel, contains a greater variety of fish than any I ever came across. We 
caught in it sea and brown tr out, cod, and lythe. Loch-na-duin is one of my favourites, 
because the trout run lar ge. We got 20 there weighing as many pounds. ‘The name is 
given to it by a “ duin,” or refuge, built on one of its islands. These “duins” occur on 
many lochs, and are supposed to be relies of Druidical times. ‘here is also one large one 
on land—a huge heap of stones piled up over one or two rough chambers, with an 
erection upon the top, the object of which is doubtful. Loch Huner is full of brown 
trout, three or four to the lb. It isa common thing to bring home 50 or 60 trout from 
it, but as we preferred large fish and fewer of them, we did not try it. Perhaps our best 
day was at Loch Oban-na-feoch, from which we brought home a dozen sea trout weighing 
15 to 16lbs., the largest 331bs., but it was a dreadful day and never once ceased raining. 
There are many other lochs too numerous to mention, among which are Crignaval, 
Gerrain, Skeltair, Na-Chiste, Verigavat, Oulisary, Obisary, and Horisary. On any of these 
in favourable weather a good day’s sport may be obtained. ‘The island, in fact, consists 
almost more of water than of land, as a glance at the map will show, and this constitutes 
its most interesting physical feature. Another peculiarity is the immense number of 
small islands in the lochs. One of them—Skattavah—is said to have 865 of them, one 
for every day in the year! 


It is necessary on almost all occasions to have the attendance of a ghilly. We were 
fortunate in ours, who was a most intelligent man, and told us a good deal about the state 
of things on the islands, and many amusing stories into the bargain. He gave us one 
account of the unnatural yoracity of the hoodie crow. He was out fishing one day with 
a gentleman, and seeing three young hoodies on the bank—hoodies are alway s got rid of 
when possible—they caught them in the landing net, and wringing their necks, threw 
them on the rocks.’ On their return they found the parent birds fighting over the carcases 
of their young in their eagerness to eat them! 


Funerals are very important events in these islands when they take place. The 
mourners have often to travel a long distance, and at stated intervals make a stop of half 
an hour to indulge in cake, biscuits, and whisky. Our ghilly told us of one occasion on 
which a man left £10 in his will to be consumed in whisky at his funeral, and declared 
that during the procession for a distance of 17 miles, no less than five free fights occurred. 


We were told that the Crofters were quite contented—and our informant was 
himself a Crofter—and that all rents were now fully paid up. The general prosperity and 
morality is testified by the fact that there is at present no poor rate, and that there have 
been only three criminals sent to prison in the last two years. 


Before concluding I may observe that the sport on the island is very varied. There is 
fair grouse shooting, and some few stags are killed annually. ‘The rough shooting of 
ducks, snipe, and sea birds is very good, and the seal shooting in the Sound of Harris 
should not be overlooked. ‘The sea fishing, too, is better than in most places, and a large 
number of lobsters are sent to the London and other markets. 


Altogether we had a very pleasant fortnight, and were sorry when the time came to 
embark on our return journey. This time we went first across to Dunvegan in Skye, and 
steaming by the lovely coast of that island, and calling at Rum, Canna, and Muck, we 
reached Oban in safety, ready, on the strength of our own experiences, to recommend 
others to follow in our steps. 
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Caihat Shall 4 Read? 


By J. E. Morris, M.A. 


[3 CET us suppose that Mr. A or Miss B finds time heavy on his or her hands. Mr. A. 
99) has plenty of leisure after office hours, Miss B cannot devote the whole day to 
Lae; fancy work or music or lawn tennis. As Autumn goes on and the evenings get 
longer, the cry is for something to do. Three volume novels cannot give enjoyment for | 
ever; University Extension Lectures occur only at intervals, and perhaps the particular 
course now going on does not suit every taste; the periodicals must be read in the Library, 
and something is wanted to take home for reading. Now let us suppose that both the 
young business man and the recently emancipated school girl have literary tastes. The 
English upper and middle class public is undoubtedly fond of reading, and our two friends 
are seriously minded and good specimens of our race. Each has done the daily tasks, in 
the office or at home, conscientiously to please employer or parent; now for relaxation and 
mental improvement. 

Firstly, tastes are dissimilar. I shall therefore start on the class of books which suit my 
own taste. Not an Englishman or Englishwoman exists who does not take pride in our 
national history, and rightly so. Who can understand the present but in the light of the 
past ? History alone can help us in practical politics. But my preamble seems to he 
going to be longer than the bulk of my paper. 

Students of history are of two kinds, those who read in an easy chair, and those who sit 
up at a table.. Let me write for each kind, and let me assume that the reader is in earnest, 
knows a good many plain facts already, and recognises that history is not a mere string of 
dates and reigns. My advice is, “Get at the personality of great men, put yourself in 
their position, try to realize their character, aims, motives, temptations.” There are two 
great guides, never yet surpassed, who paint a statesman, possibly sometimes in wrong 
colours, but in such colours that you have a living man before you: Lord Macaulay and 
John Richard Green. Doubtless you are acquainted with both. But they are worth read- 
ing and re-reading. ‘Take Green’s descriptions of the two Wilhams, King John, Simon 
de Montfort, Edward I., the King-maker, Mary Queen of Scots, you learn an additional 
fact every time you go through his short and careful analyses of character. My advice 
is: Don’t make the common mistake of reading the ‘‘ Short History of the English People” 
from end to end, with its inevitable result—confusion of ideas followed by a feeling of 
gladness that the task has been heroically accomplished, and of boredom. ‘Take a period 
only; get a clear idea as to what sort of man So-and-So was; then tackle boldly a bigger 
authority, Freeman for the Norman Conquest, Stubbs for the Plantagenets. A very little 
practice, a little use of common sense as to what to skip, what mere dry bones of consti- 
tutional history and legislation to take for granted, and you soon get into the swing of 
reading even alarmingly big authors, big in both senses of the word, writers of many 
volumes and of world-wide authority. Next turn to monographs; take, say, Warwick in 
the Men of Action series. ‘Then see if you cannot turn to the corresponding period of 
general European history. ‘Try certain chapters in Gibbon’s Decline and Fall, making a 
strict limitation in your own mind that you will only read certain ones, discoverable through 
the Index. 

A first course now reads something in this style: Green from Edward the Confessor to 
Henry II., Freeman’s Norman Conquest with its splendid marginal analysis, England as a 
continental power under Henry II., Gibbon’s chapters on the First Crusade. Another 
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point worth noting is the splendid service rendered by the originators of the Epochs series. 
(Longmans.)* We are not concerned with the fact that these manuals are excellent cram- 
ming books. ‘Their great virtue is that they give the special points of interest in a special 
period, and treat English as a part of European history. When studying a period, keep 
the Epoch by you, for reference, for the sake of the maps, &c. 

This leads me to an important consideration. Excessive specializing is a great error 
whatever be the subject. Always remember that the world did not stand still in the year 
of grace 1066, nor yet in 1215, nor im 1815. Enormously important events then happened, 
past events leading up to them, subsequent history largely coloured by them. But don’t 
suppose that William’s landing, the signing of the Charter, or the battle of Waterloo are 
isolated events to be studied simply by themselves. Though taking history by epochs has 
this danger, I still believe that it is the best way to read. While you are engaged in a 
particular epoch, let me add, consult from time to time the Lncyclopadia Britannica: its 
articles are by the best specialists. 

Our second-period authorities are: Green, from Richard I. to Edward I.; Stubbs’ 
Constitutional History, as it can be digested; Gibbon, chap. lx.; Stmon de Montfort, 
in Livington’s Hand-Book Series; Robertson’s Scotland under her Karly Kings; Freeman’s 
essay on Scotland in Vol. I. of his essays; and the last chapter of his Norman Conquest. 
Then the Hundred Years’ War, and the Wars of the Roses, being so little more than 
a tale of bloodshed, need in my judgment only be read in Green and in Gairdner’s 
Epoch. Oman’s Larl Warwick is excellent reading, and especially useful for those whose 
ideas about York and Lancaster are chiefly derived from Lord Lytton. 

Suppose now that Mr. A or Miss B says that the old Normans and Plantagenets are 
wearisome, their dates and battles were learnt by heart at school, something newer and 
fresher would be acceptable. I highly approve. What do you say to a short course of 
reading on medieval continental history? It is something to know how modern nations 
gradually grew up from the débris of the Roman Empire. Try some of the following :— 
Gibbon; Curteis’ excellent handbook on the Fall of the Roman Empire (Rivingtons) ; 
Sismondi’s Jtalian Republics, to be followed by Lord Macaulay’s essay on Machravelli ; 
Symond’s Age of the Despots, being the first volume of his Renaissance ; the Lncyclopadia 
Britannica articles on the Popes; aboye all, Bryce’s Holy Roman Empire, chaps. x. to xvi. ; 
Macaulay’s essay on Ranke’s Lives of the Popes; Freeman’s essays on the two Fredericks ; 
Machiavelli's Prince or History of Florence, translated in the Bohn series. Of course 
such a work as Milman’s Latin Christianity is so very long that one can hardly recommend 
it, unless certain chapters only are named. All the works above mentioned are com- 
paratively short, and decidedly interesting. The German Empire and the Unity of Italy 
are two of the grand events of the 19th Century; the past history of their disintegration 
is doubly interesting in the light of what middle-aged men can remember of the years 
1858 to 1871. Turkey also not so long ago rivetted our attention when she had her 
death-struggle with Russia; read in Gibbon, chaps. 60, 61, 65, 67, 68, how the Turks 
rose and seized Constantinople, and whom they dispossessed. ‘The present is an age of 
travel, you may some day yisit Florence, Venice, or Rome; read in Sismondi what the 


* Is it out of place to mention that the inventor and original editor of the Epochs Series was once a 
well-known figure in Bedford? ‘Twenty years ago as Headmaster of the County School he gave a 
public course of Historical lectures here. The success of the series has been proved by the foundation 
- ae epochs hand-books, and by the very large number of editions that almost every book has run 
through. 
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heroes of these cities did. Mrs. Oliphant, Bulwer Lytton’s Rienzz, George Eliot’s 
Romola, I need not do more than mention. If you enjoy reading French, try Guizot’s 
History of Civilization in Europe, chaps. 6, 7, 8, 11, though the whole is well worth 
the reading ; and Taine’s Ancient Legime, first book. But I cannot answer for all these 
books being in our library. 

I have mentioned the celebrated essays of Macaulay bearing on medieval history ; now 
one word about the author. No one is more fascinating, he compels attention, you can’t 
help remembering his arguments. | When the ordinary school books have been read, 
Macaulay is ¢he author to put in a student’s hands, for he has popularized history. But 
you must haye a little previous knowledge before you take him up, for his essays abound 
in allusions which he does not always explain, and he often runs into side disquisitions 
which may confuse you if you have not got a clear grip of dates. His grand merit is two- 
fold: you read him once, and he gives you a splendid general idea of your subject, you 
are convinced and think that nothing more need be said: you read him a second time, you 
find a flaw in this or that argument; that sets you thinking; you read other authorities 
to see if Macaulay is really right. Your first reading interests you, your second reading 
pledges you to study the subject deeper. These remarks I believe to be specially true of 
the two essays mentioned, on Machiavelli and the Popes. 

Don’t be afraid if people tell you that Macaulay is inaccurate, misleading, out of date. 
He is sometimes, assuredly. But his power of awaking interest will never be out of date ; 
and when your interest has been roused by him you can then proceed to the men who give 
the antidote to his inaccuracies. 

Let me now advise you about the Sixteenth Century. The ancient history of England is 
interesting, but the history from Elizabeth onwards is fascinating. ‘The nearer we get to 
the present day the more fiercely our sympathies are aroused. Crecy and Agincourt can- 
not move us so much as the defeat of the Armada, or Blenheim, or Culloden. We simply 
are forced to take sides, for Elizabeth or Mary Queen of Scots, Cavalier or Roundhead, 
Hanoverian or Jacobite. Authors are plentiful, but I don’t want you to read them all. 
Choose from the list. From fear of giving offence, I say nothing about the Reformation. 
Green on Mary Queen of Scots and on the ‘‘ New England” of Elizabeth is splendid ; but 
Macaulay’s Essay on Burleigh is not quite so interesting as usual. Von Ranke’s intro- 
ductory chapters to his History of England, and Guizot’s 13th chapter in his History of 
Civilization in Europe tell us what the very best continental writers have to say about us. 
For mere description, Froude cannot be beaten, much as he is run down. ‘The “Age of 
Elizabeth” Epoch is one of the most interesting of that series. But my fayourite writer 
beyond all comparison is Motley. His Dutch Republic everyone knows, and after a little 
judicious skipping over the driest details, you will find that his United Netherlands carries 
you on with equal interest. He shows you not only how Spain came into the possession of 
the Netherlands, and how the Prince of Orange and the Water Beggars began and 
maintained their heroic struggle, and how Alexander of Parma won back the Southern 
Netherlands for Spain ; but he also brings in French and English history, the influence of 
Catherine of Medicis and the wide-reaching results of the Saint Bartholomew and Ivyry, 
Kilizabeth’s coldness and the stingy aid she gave to the Dutch. In Motley’s third work, 
which is very dry, The Life of John Barneveld, the characters of Henry of Navarre, and 
James I. of England, are drawn from the standpoint of their foreign policies in a most 
instructive manner. We sadly lack a Motley to give us the Thirty Years’ War with 
Gustavus Adolphus as the central figure. 

Belgium is near at hand to us, and a holiday trip thither can be made short and inexpen- 
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sive. In Brussels you can take your stand before the beautiful Hotel de Ville, and think 
of the execution of Counts Egmont and Horn on the scaffold in that Square. You can see 
the monument in their honour, surrounded by the statues of Orange and other patriots ; 
near at hand your can read the tablet recording that there once stood the house where met 
the nobles, and then follow their march as they went two and two to petition the Regent 
against the Spanish Inquisition, returning to drink deep healths in honour of their cause as 
“Beggars.” In Antwerp you can see one portion of the old Spanish citadel remaining, or 
ean ascend the Cathedral tower and trace where, over the winding Scheldt, Parma threw 
his bridge, and fortified the dykes till Antwerp was starved. Over the border in Holland 
are Brill, Harlem, Leyden; and round each name Motley has cast a spell. 

N.B.—Other authorities are to be found in Introduction to English History, by 
Messrs. 8. R. Gardiner and Mullinger. 


(To be Continued.) 


Mn free Librarics Supported from Che Rates. 


By Grorce Hurst,-F.S.8., &c. 


—_ 


Ge HE account of the rise and progress of the Bedford Literary and Scientific Institute 
SM and General Library, given in ‘‘ Our Columns,” is a valuable record of the Institu- 
AQ tion, and as it extends back to the formation of the collection of books in the 
beginning of the last century, it receives additional importance. It brings into a compact 
form particulars scattered among various sources, many of which are not “easily accessible. 
The wonderful accessions to the Library made within the last half century, indicate that 
its growth has been in proportion to the extraordinary advancement of the town of 
Bedford in a population of a superior class. The accommodation in the Reading 
rooms, and the collection of books and periodical literature is seldom equalled even in 
towns of greater magnitude, and the possession of the building is an important acquisition, 
as it is very extensive, convenient, and of considerable architectural pretensions. The 
advantages secured to the subscribers are very considerable in proportion to their contribu- 
tions, costing less than one penny per diem for full membership, and a mere fraction for 
the evening subscribers. 

In the town of Bedford there are also many other establishments where at an almost 
nominal charge people may indulge their tastes in reading literature of all kinds— 
intellectual, sectarian, or political. The Working Men’s Institute is an admirable 
Society, and the various clubs and religious communities have generally libraries, in some 
of them instruction being given by lectures on various important subjects. The town 
haying all these intellectual advantages, the question may arise whether a Free Library, 
which has been frequently advocated, is at all required. Most certainly there can be no 
necessity for a Free Library, and it may be doubted whether in these advanced times 
there can be any need for them in other localities. 

Considering the cheapness and the accessibility of all kinds of literature, can it be 
desirable to pauperize people by giving them the use of Libraries supported from the 
rates? Clearly those who ayail themselves of these Institutions, provided from the public 
taxation, are in some degree pauperized. Whatever may be advanced, or whatever may 
be stated by Acts of Parliament, the fact remains that pauperism consists im receiving 
unearned assistance from the public taxation, and a book supplied from the public 
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funds is as much parish relief as money or provisions. Among the better ordered persons 
of the industrious classes, a preference is given to obtaining literary amusement or instruc- 
tion at their own expense, as in such cases they have the uncontrolled management of the 
affair, whether in the selection of periodicals, or standard works, or in the general 
management; but in the Free Library, as it is called, they are limited to such works as 
are provided for them, without any choice in what are provided, which may be influenced 
by the religious, political, or other prejudices of the managers. 

In the present advanced state of society books of all kinds can be purchased at very 
accessible prices, so that if scientific or other books for instruction are required they may 
be obtained for a mere trifle, and a few pence may secure months of reading, and the works 
be retained for reference. From the small charge for newspapers, they are generally pur- 
chased by such of the operative classes who are of an inquiring disposition, and who 
thereby keep themselves posted up on political topics and passing events. 

Where Free Libraries are established, the number of regular attendants are few in 
comparison with the population ; then is it fair to tax the whole community for the benefit 
of a few anxious readers, who, from their quiet and steady habits, would find no difficulty 
in obtaining any books they may require for themselves or families, or easily contribute 
the trifle for membership in a subscription or lending library ? 

This is an age of progress, and with it the chargeability for various public uses goes on 
with equal rapidity. [yen our supposed improvements often cost more than their absolute 
value, and the constant increase of taxation causes the burden of the rates to be intolerably 
oppressive to needy people, who are reasonably dissatisfied at being required to pay towards 
objects from which they receive no benefit. Among the poorer classes many deem it a 
hardship to pay for Free Libraries, which they do not visit, and think it quite sufficient to 
provide for their own requirements without being compelled to pay for the enjoyment of 
others. Public expenditure ought to be economized, so that our pecuniary inconveniences 
may not go on increasing. 


@Criotets in a Library. 


I observe with chagrin She will read it through, clean, 
She has got the Lortnightly Kre she drops that Fortnightly, 

She hath spectacled een, My pet Magazine, 

(I observe with chagrin) She will read it through, clean! 

She is grim, too, of mien Had it been (say) The Queen, 
And will stick to it tightly ! I had spared it her lightly! 

I observe with chagrin She will read it through, clean, 
She has got the Fortnightly. Ere she drops that Fortnightly. 


It was certainly here 
That I left my umbrella. 
My remembrance is clear ; 
It was certainly here. 
« Some amustake 77 No, de tear 
That’s a tale for Apella. 
It was certainly here 
That I left my umbrella. 
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A HISTORY OF THE BEDFORD LITERARY AND SCIENTIFIC INSTITUTE 
AND GENERAL LIBRARY. 


Byeinos: Gwyn Enerr. FORA -S. 
PART it 


Che Wedfordshire General Library. 


PROSPEROUS TIMES. 
m—H1E change from the very limited accommodation afforded by the two small 
ay rooms in St. Mary’s to the handsome building in Harper-street must be 
7 regarded as forming a new era in the history of the Institution. That it was 
generally appreciated is shown by the increase in the number of subscribers from 132 
in 1835-36 to 174 in 1836-37, and, ultimately, to 182 in 1837-38. ‘The last was the 
greatest number registered, leaving Compounders out of account, during the 383 years 
of the Society’s existence. Valuable donations continued to be made both to the 
Library and Museum, and everything pointed to a long career of prosperity. Among 
the gifts about this time, perhaps the most noteworthy was that of a large collection 
of MSS. relating to Bedfordshire, presented by Mr. H. E. Goodhall and his sister, the 
son and daughter of Mr. H. H. Goodhall, of the East India House, who was a native 
of this County, and who had previously enriched the Museum with many geological 
specimens. Hardly less important was the donation by Mr. T. C. Higgins, of Turvey 
House, of a rare Italian work, by Ferrario, in 17 vols., royal 4to., printed in Milan in 
1826, entitled J7 Costume Antico e Moderno. It is said that in 1888 there were only 
two copies of this book in England,—the copy in question and another in Lord Spencer’s 
library at Althorpe.* As regards the Goodhall MSS., it was hoped by the donors that 
someone with the necessary leisure and ability would come forward and utilize them as 
materials for a much needed County History. <A year or so after they were received, Dr. 
Lipscombe applied to the Committee for permission to have access to them for facili- 
tating the progress of a History of Bedfordshire, which he appears to have had in hand, 
but which was never published. Subsequently, in 1845 and 1846, Dr. Tattam earnestly 
adyocated that use should be made of these documents, and at more than one annual 
meeting suggested that the County Clergy should be requested to furnish an account 
of their several parishes, as had already been done with respect to the parishes of 
Biddenham, Wilshamstead, and St. Cuthbert’s, Bedford (the first by the Rev. F. C. 
Pawsey, and the two last by Dr. Tattam himself). 

DECADENCE. 

The period from 1889 to 1846 was comparatively uneventful in the history of the 
Society. There was no very marked decline in the number of donations either to the 
Tabrary or Museum, but for some reason or other the roll of annual members did not 
lengthen year by year, but rather became gradually shorter and shorter. Some hypothesis 
was necessary to account for this downward tendency, but it was hardly satisfactory to 
explain the phenomenon by “the number of removals from the town,” as was done at 


2 


* The Library copy of this valuable book was a few years ago purchased by Major W. F. Higgins, of 
Turyey, and a more modern work on the same subject substituted. 
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the annual meeting in 1840, for Bedford at this time was rapidly increasing, the popu- 
lation numbering 9,000 at least. In 1845 the tide seemed once more inclined to flow, 
and in the following year the annual subscribers amounted to 174, a number which had 
not been recorded since 1840; but in the year 1847 a decrease was again reported, which, 
though followed in the year ending July, 1848 by a slight addition, ‘fell in 1849 to 150, 
a number smaller by 18 than any that had been registered since the Society moved into 
the Bedford Rooms. From this time forward the Institution never recovered lost ground. 
Year by year, till 1854, the subscribers gradually fell away, though the Committee tried 
their utmost to induce a reluctant public to join, or at all events not to desert, the 
establishment. Fines were remitted and subsequently abolished, entrance fees were no 
longer demanded, but it availed nothing. The year 1854 marks the time when the 
number of members, already reduced to less than 150, commenced to diminish by leaps and 
bounds; at the close of the succeeding year only 124 remained, and the falling off 
continued till 1861, when there were scarcely 100 names on the books. 


CAUSES OF DECLINE. 


The cause or causes of this at first gradual then accelerated falling off in the prosperity 
of an Institution which could boast of possessing one of the best general collections of 
books in any English county town, and which was managed by an energetic Committee 
that included a fair proportion of literary and scientific men, ever anxious to guage and 
satisfy the requirements of the members, is a problem at first sight difficult to solve. 
The minute books, which necessarily rev eal the inner wor king of the establishment, afford 
no clue, but bear testimony to the unwearied devotion, displayed through a long course 
of years, of the 13 members of the Council, assisted by the best of hon. secretaries, the 
Rev. Edmond Riland Williamson, M.A., who filled this office for 11 years alone, and 
afterwards, till the amalgamation, in conjunction with the late Mr. Bradford Rudge. 
Its decline cannot be traced to any defects due to mismanagement, but must be attributed 
to the operation of external causes. When we recall the fact that when the Library was 
founded in 1880 the population of Bedford was under 7,000 at the most, that in 1841 
it had increased to more than 9,000, and in 1851, when the downward tendency was 
very marked, it was 11,700, and when the institution had practically collapsed, it 
was nearly 13,400,—it is clear that at no time did the numbers keep pace with the rapid 
influx of strangers to the town, who came here mainly for its educational advantages. 
On the contrary, after the year 1848, as the population increased the subscribers fell 
away in a far greater ratio. ‘This apparently paradoxical circumstance may, I think, be 
explained, first of all, by supposing that the Library, excellent as it was, did not offer 
sufficient attractions to that large number of people of the middle class which prefers 
light to more solid literary food. But there was a still more sufficient reason than this. 
In 1846 the Bedford Literary and Scientific Institute was founded through the efforts of 
a few energetic individuals, and rapidly became a very flourishing institution. It 
met a want which the Bedford General Library did not supply, viz., a collection of 
popular modern books and newspapers, accessible to those who could not pay a large 
annual subscription. Besides these advantages, it provided frequent musical entertain- 
ments, soir¢es (held under distinguished patronage), literary and scientific lectures by men 
of mark, classes for mutual improvement, and other advantages. These attractions 
naturally tended to draw off many subscribers from the older Institution, even from a class 
which could well afford to pay an annual guinea, but preferred to belong to a society 
that offered at less than half that sum a more congenial bill of fare. The truth must 


October, 1891. OUR COLUMNS. 43 
be admitted that the General Library, though doing its utmost to provide the best 
literature of the day for its readers, ultimately became much too flat and prosaic for 
the Bedford public. The old order was changing and giving place to a new state of 
things in which people required attractive lectures, with frequent lively entertainments, 
musical and otherwise, in return for a very moderate annual or quarterly payment. 

Had the institution been reconstructed between the years 1836 and 1840 on a more 
popular basis, by the admission of members at a lower rate, and by the introduction of 
newspapers and more periodicals, or, better still, if an amalgamation had been effected with 
the old Reading Room Society, which at this period was in a moribund condition, owing to 
its foolish exclusiveness, we may be sure it would never have fallen from its high estate, 
notwithstanding the subsequent inauguration of the Literary and Scientific Institute ; 
and the overtures for amalgamation would not have proceeded from the older Society, 
but, if at all, from its younger rival. We, however, who now enjoy the benefits resulting 
from the union of the two Societies, which took place in November, 1863, have no reason 
to regret that the Fates ordained otherwise, for the most advantageous outcome of the 
fusion was not so much the combination of two excellent collections of books, and the 
addition of a reading-room, as the new life which resulted from the ingrafting a 
vigorous scion on a goodly old stock, which, under existing conditions, was rapidly 
becoming useless. despite all the care of those who watched over it. 


COMMITTEES AND OFFICERS. 


It would be unjust to the memory of many who have now passed away to conclude this 
account of the Bedfordshire General Library without saying a few words relative to some 
of the most active members of the successive Committees which presided over the Insti- 
tution during the thirty-three years of its existence. The names of members composing 
the first Committee have already been recorded; of these, the Rev. J. Donne, Vicar of St. 
Paul’s, continued to serve till 1848, and Mr. Blower till 1836. Both these gentlemen took 
a very active part in the details of management, and the latter contributed largely to the 
Museum from his private collections. He was subsequently one of the most enthusiastic 
supporters of the Literary and Scientific Institute till he was struck down by a malady 
which rendered him incapable of taking part in public affairs. Dr. Tattam, for some 
years Rector of St. Cuthbert’s ; Rev. $8. Hillyard, Mr. Cooper, and Rey. W. Alliott were 
also yery energetic members of the Committee during the first decade. The latter, after 
10 years’ retirement, was re-elected in 1846, and continued to act till the amalgamation. 
Coming down to a later date, Mr. James Wyatt served from 1842 till the amalga- 
mation, Mr. W. White from 1846 to 1855, Mr. Nall from 1855 to the amalgamation, 
the Rey. J. Mendham, Vicar of Clophill, from 1845 till 1860, and the Rey. R. W. 
Fitzpatrick from 1846 till the close. ‘These names show that if the downward tendency 
of the Institution could have been prevented by able administration the final collapse 
would not have taken place. 

As regards the officers, the Rey. Edmond Riland Williamson, who may truly be regarded 
as the father of the Institution, held the office of Secretary from first to last, though in 
1841, other duties preventing him from attending so closely to the work as he had hitherto 
been able to do, Mr. Bradford Rudge was appointed his able colleague, and continued to act 
in this capacity till the end. The first 7reaswrer was Mr. John Green. He was succeeded 
in 1838 by Mr. Joseph Trapp. On Mr. Trapp’s retirement, in 1838, Mr. Halfhead took 
the office, which he held till 1852, when Mr. Thos. S. Trapp was appointed, and performed 
the duties till the amalgamation. 
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When the Museum was formed in 1831, Mr. Robert Adams volunteered to act as 
Curator, a duty which he performed with most zealous care. When he left Bedford in 
1841, Mr. (afterwards Dr.) Barker was appointed in his place, and watched over the 
collection till 1849, when it was transferred to the care of the Bedford Rooms Company, 
and moved to the room over the vestibule where the Witt Museum was placed. 

The important office of Librarian was occupied first by Mr. John Mayle at a salary of 
£6 6s. per annum, which the second year was raised to £10 10s. Mr. Mayle resigned in 
1836, and Mr. Grey was appointed his successor at an annual salary of £12 12s., which 
the following year was increased to £16 16s., and in 1841 to £21, and so continued till he 
retired at the amalgamation. Many old Bedfordians can recall the marked personality of 
Mr. Grey. Successions of annual reports bear testimony to his unwearied assiduity and 
diligence. His individuality, sufficiently indicated by his handwriting, was very pro- 
nounced. Though courteous to all who were courteous to him, his temper was not always 
proof against the many worries inseparable from the office he held. To people who vexed 
him by their whims or frivolous complaints when they came for books, he could be, as 
some described him, ‘ bearish.” As a man of few words, he eschewed “ gossip.” He 
compiled more than one Library catalogue without assistance. 


BENEFACTORS. 

The Institution owes so much to the liberality and public spirit of those who are now 
numbered with the dead, that 1t may be well to place on record a very brief summary of 
the most noteworthy donations both to the Library and Museum.* 

A list of the donors of 500 volumes to the Library at its foundation is prefixed to the 
first catalogue, and includes about fifty names, mostly of residents. Among the most 
important gifts were the Delphin Classics, in 141 Vols., by Col. W. B. Higgins, of Turvey ; 
Rees’ Cyclopedia, 45 vols., by the Duke of Bedford; Zhe Transactions of the Society of 
Arts, 42 vols., by Mr. Cooper; The Beauties of England and Wales, 26 vols., and The 
Gentleman's Magazine from its commencement to 1832, 102 vols., by Mr. W. Stuart, of 
Tempsford Hall; The Transactions of the Linnean Society, 16 vols., by Mr. Ludlow ; Fisher’s 
Illustrations of Bedfordshire, and a Latin Bible in MS., by Mr. 8. Crawley, M.P.; 2 
Costume Antico e Moderno, 17 vols., royal 4to., by Mr. 'T. C. Higgins; Latham’s Synopsis 
of Birds, with the Synopsis Ornithologicus annexed, 10 vols., by Mr. Adams; Macklin’s 
Bible, 6 vols. fol., by Kev. Thos. Gadsby ; Zhe Acta Eruditorum Lipsiensium, 80 vols., by 
Dr. Witt; Zresor de Numismatique et de Glyptique, and the Archeologia, 10 vols., by 
Rey. R. Pearson ; Dante, la Divina Commedia, 3 vols., Francesco Petrarca, 2 vols., Pope's 
Works, fol., 1717, Pennant’s London, and Heylin’s Cosmography, fol., 1682, by Miss C. H. 
Smyth, of Aspley; Clutterbuck’s Hertfordshire, by the Author; and Dodwell’s Cyclope:an 
Remams in Italy and Greece, 2 vols., by Rey. J. Mendham, of Clophill. This list does 
not, of course, include a tithe of the books which were placed on the shelves by the 
liberality of other friends. 

Among the gifts to the Museum, the Secretary, Rev. E. R. Wilhamson, presented a 
large number of Geological and Conchological Specimens, as did also the Curator, Mr. 
Adams, Mr. Salmon (of Devizes), Capt. Forster, R.N., Capt. Smyth, R.N., Miss Benett (of 
Norton House, Wiltshire), and Mr. Warneford. The Rey. G. EK. Smith, of Chichester, 


_ * The specimens pertaining to the last-named establishment, little to the credit of the town of 
eee were dispersed to the four winds in 1868 for the lack of a few pounds to pay the cost of their 
ousing. 
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gave a large number of interesting mineralogical specimens and fossil bivalves from the 
Isle of Wight. Archeological relics, many of local interest (as, for instance, a Roman 
Cinerary Urn, found in the High-street) were also presented by Mr. Hawkins. A large 
collection of Chalk and Greensand Fossils was given by Mr. W. Conington, of Devizes. 
Mr. John Britton, the antiquary, presented two busts (of Shakespeare and Camden). 
Dugdale’s Monasticon was purchased in 1849 for £23, about £10 of which was raised by 
public subscription, and Foxe’s Acts and Monuments, 3 vols., fol., with autograph of J ohn 
Bunyan, was purchased in 1841, also by public subscription. To conclude the list, Mr. 
John Emery presented, in 1845, a mummy—the wrappages of which were subsequently 
remoyed. ‘This is still in the Library—one of the few remaining relics of the Old 
Museum on the establishment. 


Reports of Meetings of the Council. 

Counciz Mrerrine held July 9, 1891.—Present: Rev. Dr. Poole (in the chair), Mr. 
Bates, Dr. Coombs, Rev. J. Copner, Mr. Cutcliffe, Mr. H. M. Dymock, Mr. Elger, Rev. 
Canon Haddock, Mr. 'T. Henderson, Mr. J. W. Hill, Mr. Rowland Hill, Mr. G. Hurst, 
Mr. W. H. Jackson, Mr. G. Mayes, Mr. KE. Ransom, Mr. W. Steward, Dr. Steinmetz. 

Mr. J. W. Hill presented the Report of the Finance Committee. 

The question of the authenticity of Nicolas Rowe’s portrait having been referred to the 
experts of the British Museum, and they having expressed an unfavourable opinion on the 
subject, the Council decided not to purchase it. 

A letter was read from the Secretary of the Bunyan Bazaar thanking the Council for 
the books and pictures lent for exhibition. 

On Mr. Elger reporting that the meteorological instruments belonging to the Society 
had been returned by Mr. Graham, it was decided that the Natural History Section 
should be asked to report as to the best way to utilize them. 

The following books were ordered :— 


Buried Cities and Bible Countries. Skeat’s Principles of Etymology. 
Life of Laurence Oliphant. Life of Gladstone, by G. Russell. 
Justice, by Herbert Spencer. Unknown Switzerland, by Tissot. 


Life of Jane Welsh Carlyle by Ireland. 


Councit Merertine held Oct. 1, 1891.—Present: Dr. Poole (in the chair), Mr. I. Bull, 
Dr. Coombs, Rev. J. Copner, Mr. Cutchffe, Mr. H. M. Dymock, Mr. Elger, Capt. Glubb, 
Mr. J. W. Hill, Mr. Rowland Hill, Mr. W. H. Jackson, Mr. G. Mayes, Mr. E. Ransom, 
Mr. W. Steward, Dr. Steinmetz. 

The question of providing additional shelf room for the books was referred to the 
Finance Committee. 

The following books were ordered :— 


Intentions, by Oscar Wilde. Education and Heredity, by Guyot. 
Hobbes’ Leviathan. Hull’s Treatise on Ornamental and Building Stones 
Solomon’s Handbook of Sloyd. of Great Britain and Foreign Countries. 
Bear-Hunting in the White Mountains, by H. | The Retreat of the Ten Thousand, by Prof. Witt. 
Seton Karr. Life and Literary Remains of Edward Fitzgerald. 
Rhoda Fleming, by G. Meredeth. Count Von Moltke’s Memoirs. 
Browne’s County Council Year Book. Golf (Badminton Library). 
Electricity, the science of the 19th century, by | A Year in a Laneashire Garden. 
Caillard. [W. T. Pitcairn. ; A Trip Round the World in 1887-88, by W: S. 


Two Years among the Savages of New Guinea, by Caine, M.P. 
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Books presented — 


City of Dreadful Night, by J. Thomson, presented 
by Mr. Ei. Ransom 

Grasby’s Teaching in Three Continents, presented 
by Mr. E. Ransom. 

Edward VI. and the Book of Common Prayer, by 
Gasquet & Bishop, presented by Mr. W. S. 
Hall. 
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Future of Islam, by Wilfred Blunt, presented by 
Mr. I. Ransom. 

The Business of Travel, by W. Fraser Rae, pre- 
sented by Mr. KE. Ransom 

Life of Thos. Sopwith, C.E., F.R.S., presented 
by Mrs. D. Chadwick. 


The following books have also been added to the Library :— 


Cambridge University Calendar, 1891. 

Poetical Works of Drummond, of Hawthornden. 

Bauerman’s Text-book of Descriptive Mineralogy. 

Text-book of Systematic Mineralogy. 

Mademoiselle Ixe. 

Kipling’s In Black and ‘White and Under the 
Deodars. 

—-—— Soldiers Three and the Story of the 
Gadsbys. 

Murray’s English Dictionary, vol. 3, part 1. 

Report of the Sixtieth Meeting of the British 
Association held at Leeds, 1890. 

The Cambridge Shakespeare, vols. 3, 4. 

Autobiography of Garibaldi, translated by Werner, 
3 vols. 

Thomas Hood’s Works, 10 vols. 

The Word and the Will, by James Payn. 

My Shipmate Louise, by W. C. Russell. 

Phra, the Phoenician, by E. Lester Arnold. 

The Truth about John Wychf, by J. Stevenson. 

The Best Plays of John Webster and Cyril Tourneur. 

The Best Plays of Thomas Dekker. 

The Best Plays of Thomas Middleton, 2 vols. 

Nero, and other Plays. 

The Best Plays of Thomas Otway. 

*Royal Academy Pictures of 1889, 1891; being the 
Supplement of the Magazine of Art. 

*Pictures of the Years, 1888-89-90-91 ; being the 
Pall Mali Gazette extras. 

*Academy Notes, 1885-86-87-88-89-90-91 ; edited 
by Henry Blackburn. 

*Grosvenor Notes, 1887-88-89-90 ; edited by Henry 
Blackburn. 

*New Gallery Notes, 1888-2890. 

*Salon de 1887-88, 1889-90, 
illustré, 3 vols. 

*Cardiff and District, Handbook for, edited by 
Ivor James. 

A Lady’s Tour in Corsica, by Gertrude Forde, 
2 vols. in one. 

The Danvers Jewe's. 

Least Said, Soonest Mended, by A. Giberne. 


1891; Catalogue 


The Graysons, by Edward Egeleston. 

Memoir of Alexander Heriot Mackonochie. 

Ada Triscott, by Capt. Haggard, 2 vols. 

A Bride From the Bush, by E. W. Hornung. 

Jamin’s Cours de Physique del’ Ecole Polytechnique, 
vols. 2, 3, 4. 

Old Country Life, by Rev. 8S. Baring-Gould. 

Grettir the Outlaw, by Rev. 8. Baring-Gould. 

It Might Have Been, by Emily S. Holt. 

A Winter’s Tale, by Mary EK. Mann. 

By Right of Conquest, by G. A. Henty. 

In Her Earliest Youth, by Tasma. 

Quicksilver, by G. M. Fenn. 

Crown and Sceptre, by G. M. Fenn. 

A Double Knot, 3 vols., by G. M. Fenn. 

Rodney (English Men of Action). 

*Dictionary of National Biography, Vol. 28. 

The Eocene and Oligocene Beds of the Paris Basin, 
by Harris and Burrows. 

One of Our Conquerors, by G. Meredith, 3 vols. 

Misadventure, by W. E. Norris, 3 vols. 

A Lost Estate, by Mary E. Mann, 8 vols. 

Janet, Mrs. Oliphant, 3 vols. 

Her Love and His Life, F. W. Robinson, 3 vols. 

A Marriage at Sea, W. Clark Russell, 2 vols. 

The Plunger, by Hawley Smart, 2 vols. 

Kirsteen, Mrs. Oliphant, 3 vols. 

Wormwood, Marie Corelli, 3 vols. 

Consequences, Egerton Castle, 3 vols. 

The Last Conquest of Ireland, J. Mitchel. 

The Wages of Sin, Lucas Malet, 3 vols. 

The Maid of Honour, Hon. Lewis Wingfield, 3 vols. 

Stand Fast, Craig-Royston! W. Black, 3 vols. 

The Riddle of Laurence Haviland, Constance Smith, 
3 vols. 

The Laird o’Cockpen, by Rita, 3 vols. 

The Tragic Muse, by Henry James, 3 vols. 

The Repentance of Paul Wentworth, 3 vols. 

April's Lady, Mrs. Hungerford, 3 vols. 

Bedfordshire Natural History Society and Field 
Club, Abstract of Procedings and Transactions 
for the years 1875-84. 


New Books in Circulation from Smith’s and Mudie’s :— 


Jenny Lind Goldschmidt, Life of, 2 vols. 
Archbishop Tait, Life of, 2 vols. 

The Alderman’s Children, by J. Brinsley Richards. 
Donald Ross, of Heimra, by William Black, 3 vols. 


The Word and The Will, by James Payn, 3 vols. 
A Moorland Idyll, by Algernon Gissing, 3 vols. 
James Boswell (of Auchinleck), Life of, by Percy 


Fitzgerald, 2 vols. 
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The Outcast, a Rhyme for the Time, by Robert | Interference, by B. M. Croker, 3 vols. 


Buchanan. 


Her Love and His Life, by F. W. Robinson, 3 vols. | 


' Violet Moses, by Leonard Merrick, 3 vols. 
The Mischief of Monica, by L. B. Walford, 3 vols. 


Caspar Brooke’s Daughter, by Adeline Sergeaunt, | A Woman’s Heart, by Mrs. Alexander, 3 vols. 


3 Vols. 


Mahme Nousie, by G. Manville Fenn, 2 vols. 


Beacon Fires, by E. Werner, 3 vols. 


| That Pretty Little Horse Breaker, by Mrs. E. 
Kennard, 3 vols. 


Archacological 


and IQatural bistory Section 


Ir is intended during the Winter months to devote two or three evenings to exhibitions 


of Microscopic objects. 


Lectures and Papers (which will shortly be announced) have 


also been promised on subjects of scientific interest. 


Kaiser WILHELM beim Diniren 

In Erfurt zur Mandverzeit, 
Gedachte ohne Renomiren, | 
Des Tags wo Preussen zich befreit | 
Von dem Drucke des Corsaren, 

So schwer geftihlt in frihern Jahren. 
Hier in Erfurt stand im Bunde 

Einst vereint ein Kaiser Paar, 

Dessen Volker jetzt zur Stunde 

Drohen uns mit Kriegsgefahr. 

A bas la Prusse, a la bataille 

Rufet laut und lauter die Canaille. : 
Frieden wird uns doch erhalten 

Trotz der Radikalen Schrein, 

So lange weise Manner walten 

Wird vom Krieg nicht Rede sein. 
Anarchisten miissen schweigen 

Und der Ordnung sich verneigen. 


Kaiser Cailbelm m Erfurt. 


Seht auf Carnot, wie bedichtig, 
Freycinet, Constans stimmen bei, 

Ribot spricht auch gar so prichtig 

Was fiir belle France das Beste sei ; 
Vive la France, vive la Russie ! 

Zur Alliance kommt es doch nie. 

Bei Kronstadt kam’s zur Briderschaft 
Zwischen Tzar und Democraten, 

Des mots polis, so zweifelhaft, 
Versprechen keine ernste Thaten ; 

Zum schénen Ton der Marseillaise 
Tanzt Russland niemals die Francaise. 
So lasst uns unsere Zeit nun spenden 
In Dem was Deutschland Starke brinet, 
Den Blick auf seine Einheit wenden, 
Gott gebe! dass dies stets gelingt. 
Hoch lebe Deutschland, hoch sein Heer! 
Des Friedens Stiitze, des Kaisers Ehr. 


HS. 


University ExtEenston Lrcturres.—These Lectures were resumed on October 5, in 
the large hall of the Bedford High School for Girls, and promise to be a remarkable 
success. The lecturer was Mr. EK. L. 8. Horsburgh, B.A., and his subject “The French 
Revolution.” 

THE CamMERA Crus.—Some of our readers interested in photographic work may be 
unaware that a Society, having for its object the advancement of Photography as an art 
and science, holds periodical meetings in the side room of the Library, and by means of 
papers by experts, lantern exhibitions, and excursions to places of interest in the neigh- 
bourhood of Bedford, offers great attractions to amateurs and others. As the subscription 
is only 5s. per annum for ordinary members, and 1s. per term for boys attending the 
Schools, the Club ought rapidly to attain popularity. Deputy-Surgeon-Major Beaman is 
the President, and Mr. A. Kirby, Junr. and Mr. C. Perrott Smith the Hon. Secretaries. 
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Suggestions and Enquiries. 
By Epwin Ransom, F.R.G.S. 


PEGS our Institution grew and the supply of books required more systematic attention, 
D3 Ga ‘ Book Committee,’ composed of the more bookish members, was separated by 
2 &\ the General Committee to submit to the latter every month, for purchase, all 

desirable publications, and to report on such works as might be entered by subscribers in 
the proposal book. A large portion of these entries were, however, made for private 
rather than public reasons, and the burden of catering has for many years rested mainly 
on the Book Committee, or, to speak more correctly, on a very few members of it, assisted 
too by the Librarian. 

Certes the first function of a Book Committee is to provide a list of books for purchase, 
also, in a concern of this size, it should report on or attend to the binding and the placing 
of the books. Whether or not the Council gave it any powers to act, it is hard to see a 
reason against its being an open Committee, 7.e., open to any member of the Council who 
might care to join in its deliberations. Anyhow, it might be strengthened, several men 
of letters, and especially men of books, being conspicuous by their absence from its 
stereotyped list. 

As the season will be advanced before your next issue, ‘Derbaps I may append here some 
suggestive enquiries which have long been “ in the air’ 

1. Would not the Book Committee spend an hour or two very well by looking up in ine 
last and present proposal book all the entries of the word “ postponed ” ? 

2. Can some member be got to undertake to go through the monthly list of Goxsmnctt 
and Parliamentary publications, and report on any of local import and any of general 
interest for reading or for reference [annual cost, including binding, perhaps £1 | ? 

3. Is not our Library a proper place for a small collection of reference works, also 
periodicals, on Education? Some of the latter are scattered on our tables. A few of the 
former, including the Report (but not the evidence) of the Royal Commission on Elemen- 
tary Education, are on our shelves. Why should not the Reports of the Technical, Welsh 
Intermediate, and other Commissions, stand on one shelf? £5 would include all these, 
bound too, and a set of the annual reports of the Education Department. ‘To such a shelf 
I offer to contribute four works besides that new repertory of fact and criticism, Grasby’s 
“Teaching in Three Continents.” 


ScENE: Paris, Pére Lachaise. 


A ffable Stranger (flourishing his hat and bowing low): Pardonnez-moy, monsieur. Pouyez-yous—— 
D. (rather unkindly): Excuse me, sir, I think you are an Englishman ? 
A. S.: How fortunate! And you ? 
D.: Oh! I speak English like a native. 
A.S.: Ah! now. I felt sure you were a Frenchman, &c., &c. 
DIaLoGvuE (on hearing the above). 
Lady Friend: What an accent you must have! 
D.: Perhaps; but I took care not to use it. 
P.: And, no doubt, he would expect to meet a silent Frenchman there. 
D.: Certainly, or at least some one acquainted with the dead languages. 


Communications for the Eyrrors (Mr. Ercer and Mr. Dymock) may be addressed to 
the care of the Liprartan, Bedford Rooms. 


Applications for space for Advertisements may be made to R. Hitt & Co. 
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J. & A. BEAGLEY, 


Tailors, Hatters, 


HOSIERS, SHIRT MAKERS, 


L[ndian and Colonial Outfitters. 


AVING just completed Extensive 
Alterations to the Business Pre- 


ig ere eer ern 


| 
i 
} 


mises, we are now in a position to | 
offer to the Public the largest Assort- | 
ment of Goods for Gentlemen’s wear, | 


H. ADKIN & SONS, 


and the most convenient and extensive 


Premises for Gentlemen’s 


Outfitting. 


Complete | 


Every Department, includ- | 


ing the Tainortna, with Fitting Rooms, | 


&e., all on the Ground Floor. 
OOF ACH AD ~> 
ALL THE 
Hew Goods for the Present Season 


Are now ready and an Inspection is 


respectfully solicited. 


os 


5, HIGH STREET, BEDFORD. 


il. 


Bey tikes oe KOT, 


BOOKSELLER, 
Bookbinder, ©& Printer, 
ST. MARY’S PRINTING WORKS, 


BEDFORD. 


DAE eS Ge iP Rot IN ESS 


REPAIRED AND MovUNTED. 


eee 


OLD BOOKS carefully Repaired. 


57, HIGH STREET, 
BEDFORD. 


Lawn Tennis and 


Cricketing Outfits. 


AYRES’ CHAMPIONSHIP TENNIS BALLS, 
13s. 


i a ee ae 


PER DOZEN. 


A Large Assortment of 
Lavon Gens and Cricket Requisites 


To select from. 
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: HOUSE 


FURNITURE, 


BEDSTEADS AND BEDDING, q 
CARPETS, 4 
LINOLEUM AND FLOOR CLOTHS, 
BLINDS, 
CURTAINS AND CURTAIN MATERIAL, 
CHINA, 
GLASS AND EARTHENWARE, 
IRONMONGERY, ij 
BRUSHES AND ALL KITCHEN UTENSILS, 7 
PERAMBULATORS, 4 


TRUNKS AND LADIES’ DRESS BASKETS, &c. 


LARGE SHOW ROOMS. 


IMMENSE STOCK. LOWEST PRICES. 
Inspection capac invited. 


FURNITURE REMOVED 
IN PANTECHNICON VANS, BY ROAD OR RAIL. 


FURNITURE REPAIRED, RE-UPHOLSTERED AND POLISHED | . 
‘MATTRESSES AND BEDDING RE-MADE EQUAL TO NEW. 


_ 


SIE ———————— 


F. GAMMAN, 85, HIGH a9 


ert At, SS ad 
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FOSIERS, SHIRT MAKERS, 


Indian and Colonial Outjitters. 


HE recent Alteration and Exten- 


sion of the Business Premises 


places us in a position to offer to | 
Public the largest Assortment 


the 
of Goods for Gentlemen’s wear, 
the most convenient and extensive 


and © 


Premises for Gentlemen’s Complete — 


Outfitting. Every Department, includ- — 


ing the Tainorine, with Fitting Rooms, 
&c., all on the Ground Floor. 
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ALL THE 


Sew Goods for the Present Season 


Are now ready and an Inspection is 


respectfully solicited. 


0, HIGH STREET, BEDFORD. 


C. D. SHELTON, 


CS Ee) Baas 


AND 


Picture Frame selanutactuver, 


43, HIGH STREET, 


BEDFORD. 


AUGUSTUS HILL, 


STEAMSHIP AGENT AND Dyes 
BROKER, 


| £0, HIGH STREET, BEDFORD. 


LOCAL. OFFICE FOR THE 


P. %O. CINE. 


Berths can be secured and all Information 
obtained on application to 


AUGUSTUS HILL, HIGH STREET, BEDFORD 


TERMS OF SUBSCRIPTION 
TO THE LIBRARY. 


| 


| Full Day Subseribers .......- 25/- yearly. 
Members of same Family .. 10/6 ,, 
_ Evening Subscribers ........ LO joanne 
Members of same Family .. 5/- _,, 
. Evening Quarterly Subscribers 2/6 


PAYABLE IN ADVANCE. 


| The Library is Closed on Thursday Evenings. 


For further Particulars apply to the Linrarian. 
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Reports of Aeetings of the Council. 


Councit Merrtinc, held January 14, 1892.—Present: Mr. Elger (in the chair), 
Mr. Bull, Rey. J. Copner, Rey. Canon Haddock, Mr. J. W. Hill, Mr. G. Hurst, Mr. W. 
H. Jackson, Mr. Mayes, Mr. E. Ransom, Dr. Steinmetz, Mr. Steward, Mr. C. Wells, 
Rey. P. W. Wyatt. 


The report of the Finance Committee, read by Mr. J. W. Hill, was adopted. Dr. 
Steinmetz proposed that the Annual Meeting be held on January 29, and that the 
Rev. J. Copner, Mr. Elger, Rev. Canon Haddock, Mr. J. W. Hill, Mr. Mayes, Rev. 
Dr. Poole, Dr. Steinmetz, and Mr. C. Wells be appointed a Committee to draw up the 
Report. Seconded by Mr. Jackson, and carried. 


A vote of thanks was carried to the donors of the following books :—Postlethwaite’s 
Dictionary of Trade and Commerce, 2 vols., folio, presented by Mr. G. Hurst; A 
Collection of Pamphlets by the late Mr. James Howard, presented by Mr. J. Harold 
Howard. 


AnnuaL MEETING, held January 29.—Present: Mr. Elger (in the chair), Mr. Bates, 
Dr. Coombs, Rey. Canon Haddock, Mr. C. Wells, Rey. Paul Wyatt, Mr. Rowland Hill, 
Mr. Mayes, Dr. Steinmetz, Mr. Hall, Mr. Cox, Mr. T. Peer, Mr. H. Fraser, Mr. Robbins, 
Mr. Bottoms,. Mr. Aldred, Mr. Collins, &c., &e. 


After reading the notice of meeting and the minutes of the last annual meeting, 
Dr. Steinmetz presented the following report :— 


In presenting the annual report the Council have much satisfaction in informing the subscribers that 
the Society continues to advance in influence and popularity. During the past year the highest amount 
ever received in subscriptions has been recorded, the increase under this head is £50, the total amount 
received being £813 17s. The number of all classes of subscribers now exceeds 1000. Notwithstanding 
an unusual outlay for binding, amounting to £93 18s., the sum of £153 17s. 9d. has been expended on the 
Library, exclusive of periodicals; the sum of £126 11s. 8d. has been devoted to the purchase of news- 
papers and periodicals. The balance in hand, after discharging all liabilities, is £17 0s. 5d. Two 
debentures of £25 each have been drawn for payment on June 30, 1892. During the year, Our Columns, 
a periodical specially devoted to the affairs of the Society, has been published quarterly, to which it is 
hoped members will both subscribe and contribute. After unavoidable delay in the preparation, the much 
needed catalogue of the books and MSS. in the Library, revised and completed up to date, is now in the 
printer’s hands, and will very shortly be obtainable at cost price. An excursion to Dunstable and the 
neighbourhood took place, under the auspices of the Archeological and Natural History Section, in the 
month of May. A Microscopical Soirée in connection with the same Section, held on November 19, in 
the large room of the Library, was so successful that another similar entertainment will be given 72 
February next. Owing to the increase in the Librarian’s duties it has been found necessary to appoint 
an assistant, and the Council believe that this arrangement has given much satisfaction to the members. 
The thanks of the Society are due to Mr. Henry Seebohm for his interesting lecture ‘‘ Adventures in 
Siberia.”? During the year 747 volumes of books have been added to the reference and circulating 
Libraries ; the titles of the Bovis: added are given quarterly in Our Columns. Thanks are due to the 
following donors of books, &c.: The Right Hon. A. W. Peel, the Speaker of the House of Commons ; 
Miss Louisa Bigg, of Luton : Mr. W. Cudworth, of Bradford; Mr. W. 8. Hall, Mr. A. Ransom, Mr. E. 
Ransom, Dr. W. B. Richardson, and Miss Sharpin. Also to the proprietors of The Colonies and India ; 
The Midland Counties? Herald ; The Metropolitan ; The Canadian Gazette ; and The Empire, for free copies. 


April, 1892. 


OUR COLUMNS. 67 


Mr. Mayes, Financial Secretary, produced the accounts as follows :— 


RECEIPTS AND EXPENDITURE ACCOUNT 
Of the Bedford Literary and Scientific Institute and General Library, for the year 18or. 


Receipts. 
Je So tty 95 Ge GA 


Subscriptions, viz. :— 


439 Subscriptions at 25/- per annum 548 15 o 
95 ”? 10/- ”? 47 10 9 
99 ” 10/6 ip 5119 6 
38 ”? me 7 9g 10 0 
1179 a 2/6 per quarter 147 7 6 
50 of 3/6permonth. 815 o 
— 813 17 0 
MetMP Ot ICOOMIS. 1. c.o.c00scceesvener eres te TOON. 10 
Salevol INGWSPAPerS ..2.5.cc0eccccsecessenes oy aus) ie 
SACOM OU NGOLUTILIS aocccsensnesiecutiens 2 16 Io 
SIALERO MM OLOVE wee ciewsn 2 6deeescoeoseeseetescveaste I0 0 O 
Cash from Archzological Society ... if, 710 
MAScelameaus IKECEIPES ....5.:.00..000000 5 13 10 


£903 411 


Expenditure: 
PE G6 Cla fh So Gh 
Balance due to Bankers, Jan. 1, 1891 BQ @ 16 
Interest on) Debentunes,.0..c-ccesccceeee 236 18 6 
Hurniture andebittinios assecesessssecs sees 48 17 0 
IWNepalrS deca cere en enna eee amine we YG 
BOOKS Ree enor aee hae eh ee TG O 
Bookbinding. seseeesens: PEE Re ne al ote ate 93 18 Oo 
Newspapers and Periodicals ............ TOS 
ALi —373 7 5 
lob rave nberesactencn asec eae ener ETO! 0) LO 
INSSISb A Mba a. nee cheese secs eco eee eee: WZ, ©) @ 
FAtECU GAN CEG tec dt ee eo ta ete cena Racers TO! 50) 6O 
Gas Coalmandd@oke en sane en at) | (6) 
Printing and) Stationery, aesasses en 7 15 It 
atesian dai haxes tne. cn ascecenccsscerebec aces SOM) 
AmSuTrAancOe eeatessmycenie tecasetee mae ee 413 9 
S bam pSsaseeceicesatccescaecsne ehh oetmuemanae: 3 HO. 3 
Miscellaneous) cies: ccessesusscsracccessiesese: ZS, 11@) 
iBalancervatr banks osccncecste ten cece TO) 1a) 5 
Ballamcenmuliand pecessessaseeseceecctce: One 7/mO 
—17 0 5 
£963 4 11 


L hereby certify that I have audited the foregoing Account, and have examined the Vouchers with the amounts 
set forth, the whole of which are correctly stated. 


27th Fanuary, 1892. 


INEM IGID) 105 JUDIE). 
Chartered Accountant. 


BALANCE SHEET 
Of the Bedford Literary and Scientific Institute and General Library, on 31st December, 1891. 


Liabilities. 
JE 8. Gh 
Webenturesat AP Per CENt.. .....cce.2.cocneeeseeseee 5400 0 O 
ISHARES a dondaeoo0deadboner Ae aEBaee oe RCBEEpEACaRerarac T2830 To. A. 
£0683 12 4 


Assets. 


Hy So Oh $5 Ss 


Freehold Property in Harpur Street 


5100 oO 
Furniture and Fittings, 1st Jan., 1891 343 0 oO 


te) 


NGGILION Giis asc tasteeenceneme ee scot aaa 40 16 6 
383 16 6 
Less depreciation, 5 per cent. ......... 0) |} 50) 
—————— 364 12 
Books (about 15,000 volumes) nominal 
allege. ui cas cmvgna ie cee ianchen ones eos: II00 0 O 
SuUbseriprlons an anearm eee ee Sano 
Simin hiny CIE WOSES) gcnaosnacnccnoocopeobooneoseno uid, VME) 
CashyatoR ance eacadmesternenmienecenceeenene TOW s 
Gashiinghan dase cree een © 7 © 
—- iy © & 
£6683 12 4 


LT hereby certify that I have verified the Cash Balance at the Bank, and examined the foregoing Account and Balance 
Sheel which, in my opinion, exhibit a full, true, and correct view of the state of the affairs of the Institute. 


27th Fanuary, 18092. 


ALFRED L. FIELD, 
Chartered Accountant. 


Counciz Mrretine, February 4, 1892.—Present: Rev. Dr. Poole (in the chair), Mr. 
Bates, Rey. J. Copner, Mr. Dymock, Mr. Elger, Mr. W. Jackson, Mr. Rowland Hill, 
Rey. Canon Haddock, Mr. Mayes, Mr. J. 8. Phillpotts, Rev. P. W. Wyatt. 

After the confirmation of the minutes, the Rey. P. W. Wyatt proposed a vote of thanks 
to the Rev. Dr. Poole for his services as president for the past year, which was seconded 


by Mr. Mayes, and carried unanimously. 
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On the proposal of Rev. J. Copner, seconded by Mr. Elger, the Rev. Canon Haddock 
was unanimously elected president for the present year ; and on the proposal of Mr. W. 
Jackson, seconded by Mr. Rowland Hill, the following gentlemen were elected to be vice- 
presidents—Rey. J. Copner, Dr. Coombs, Mr. Elger, Mr. Hurst, Mr. J. 8. Phillpotts, and 
Rev. Dr. Poole. 

A vote of thanks was accorded to the Editors of Our Columns for the able manner in 
which they had conducted the publication from its commencement. 

The Book Committee, the Committee of the Archeological and Natural History Section, 
and the Finance Committee were re-elected, Mr. Dymock’s name being added to the last. 

A letter was read from Mr. Cutcliffe resigning his place on the Council. On the 
proposal of Canon Haddock, seconded by Dr. Poole, and carried, the President was 
requested to write to Mr. Cutcliffe to convey to him the thanks of the Council for his 
services on the Finance Committee. 

Mr. Mayes said nominations would be received at the next meeting to fill up the vacancy 
caused by Mr. Cutcliffe’s retirement. 

Messrs. Mayes and Steinmetz were unanimously elected Secretaries, and Mr. Field auditor. 

Mr. Elger’s Historical Sketch of the Institution was ordered to be published with the 
new Catalogue. 

Mr. Jackson called attention to the nuisance caused by the admission of dogs into the 
vestibule, and it was ordered that they should not be allowed in the building. 

A letter from Dr. Thompson, relating to the ventilation of the reading room, was 
referred to the Finance Committee. 

The books in the Proposal Book approved by the Book-Committee were ordered to be 
purchased. 


Councit Mertine, March 3, 1892.—Present: Rev. Canon Haddock (in the chair), Mr. 
Elger, Mr. Hurst, Rev. J. Copner, Mr. Steward, Mr Mayes, Dr. Steinmetz, Mr. EK. Ransom, 
Mr. Dymock, Mr. Rowland Hill, Rev. P. W. Wyatt, Mr. Harrison, Mr. Bates, Mr. T. Bull, 
Mr. C. Wells, Dr. Goldsmith. 

After the confirmation of the minutes, Mr. E. Ransom agreed to present certain books 
and periodicals to the Library, if the Council would accept them and undertake to bind 
them. On the proposal of Dr. Steinmetz the question was referred to a small sub-committee. 

On the proposition of Mr. Elger, seconded by Dr. Steinmetz, Mr. F. A. Blaydes was 
nominated to fill the vacancy caused by the retirement of Mr. Cutcliffe. 

A discussion took place on a proposition by Mr. Rowland Hill, ‘‘ That where the demand 
for books is large, an extra copy or copies, be procured; and that occasional sales by 
auction (or otherwise, under the direction of the Finance Committee) among the members, 
be arranged for the disposal of extra copies not required at the time.’’—Referred to the 
Finance Committee. 

Mr. Elger reported that the Microscopical Soirée, held on February 25, was largely 
attended, and was in every way a great success. He proposed a vote of thanks to those 
who assisted with Microscopes and Slides, which was carried unanimously. 

It was proposed by Mr. Elger, seconded by Mr. Hurst, and carried, ‘‘ That it be an 
instruction to the Finance Committee to consider the question of compounding, or any 
other method of improving the Finances, to meet the temporary emergency created by 
the cost of the new Catalogue.” 

The books in the Proposal Book, approved by the Committee, were ordered to be 
purchased. 
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The following books have been added to the Library since December :— 


*Census of England and Wales, 1891, preliminary 
report of. 

*Daily Weather Reports, 2 vols., 4to., 1891. 

Eyerard’s (Major H.) History of Thomas Faring- 
ton’s Regiment, subsequently designated the 29th 
(Worcestershire) Foot, 1694 to 1891. 

*Cursor Mundi, part 4. 

Bayly’s (Elizabeth B.) Jonathan Merle. 

Jasmin—barber, poet, philanthropist, by Dr. S. 
Smiles. 

Mahaffy’s (J. P.) The Greek World under Roman 
Sway, from Polybius to Plutarch. 

Holyoake’s (George Jacob) The Co-operative Move- 
ment of To-Day. 

Ball (Sir Robert) The Cause of an Ice Age. 

Mirabeau, Vie de, par A. Méziéres. 

Thompson’s (Beeby) The Middle Lias of North- 
amptonshire 

Skating, Figure Skating, and Curling (Badminton 
Inbrary). 

*Hymnology, a Dictionary of ; setting forth the 
origin and history of Christian hymns of all 
ages and nations, together with biographical and 
critical notices of their authors and translators. 

Mathers’ (Helen) My Jo, John. 

Hungerford’s (Mrs.) A Little Rebel. 

Oxenden’s (Rt. Kev. Ashton) The History of my 
Life—an Autobiography. 

Somerville (E. Gi.) and Ross’s (Martin) Naboth’s 
Vineyard. 

Payn’s (James) Some Sunny Stories. 

Sidgwick’s (Henry) The Elements of Politics. 

Princess Lieven and Earl Grey, Correspondence of, 
vol. 3. 

De Windt’s (Harry) A Ride to India Across Persia 
and Baluchistan. 

Halliday’s (H. C.) Someone Must Suffer, 3 vols. 

Swan’s (A. 8.) The Ayres of Studleigh. 

Falconer’s (Lanoe) The Hotel d’ Angleterre, etc. 

Ali's (Syed Ameer) The Life and Teachings of 
Mohammed ; or, The Spirit of Islam. 

Holmes’ (Oliver Wendell) Over the Teacups. 

Palmerston (Viscount, K.G.), by the Marquis of 
Lorne. 

Norris’ (W. E.) Jack’s Father, etc. 

Edwards’ (Mrs. 8.) The Secret of the Princess, 
2 vols. 

Dormer’s (Daniel) Stephen Vigil, 2 vols. 

Gerard’s (HZ. and D.) A Sensitive Plant, 3 vols. 

Black’s (William) Donald Ross of Heimra, 3 vols. 

Russell’s (Dora) A Bitter Birthright, 3 vols. 

Fenn’s (G. M.) Mahme Nousie, 2 vols. 

Hetherington (Helen F.) and Burton’s (Rev. H. D.) 
Paul Nugent, Materialist, 2 vols. 

Keith’s (Leslie) The Halletts, 3 vois. 

Gerard’s (E.) A Secret Mission. 

Le Clere’s (M. E.) A Rainbow at Night, 2 vols. 


Merriman’s (H. 8S.) Prisoners and Captives, 3 vols. 

Thomas’ (Annie) That Affair, 3 vols. 

Whitby’s (Beatrice) One Reason Why, 3 vols. 

Norris’ (W. E.) Marcia. 

Stockton’s (F. R.) The Schooner ‘‘ Merry Chanter.’’ 

Houston’s (Mrs.) The Way She Won Him, 2 vols. 

MacDonald’s (George) Poems. 

Gray’s (Maxwell) In the Heart of the Storm, 3 vols. 

Barrie’s (J. M.) The Little Minister. 

*Dougal’s (F. H.) Index to Advertisements for 
Next of Kin, Heirs at Law, Legatees, etc. 

*British Association, Report of the Meeting held at 
Cardiff in August, 1891. 

*Burke’s (Sir B.) Dictionary of the Peerage and 
Baronetage, etc., for 1892. 

Mallock’s (W. H.) In an Enchanted Island. 

*Nature, vols. 9-26, 1873-82. 

Adams’ (Mrs. Leith) Bonnie Kate, 3 vols. 

Oliphant’s (Laurence) Piccadilly. 

Carlyle’s (Thomas) Lectures on the History of 
Literature 

Guest's (Edwin) A History of English Rhythms ; 
edited by the Rev. W. Skeat. 

Great Men, the New Calendar of; biographies of 
the 558 worthies of all ages and nations in the 
Positivist Calendar of Auguste Comte; edited 
by Frederic Harrison. 

Coo-éé, tales of Australian life, by Australian 
Ladies, edited by Mrs P. Martin. 

Montrose, by Mowbray Morris. 

Savage’s (Col. R. H.) My Official Wife. 

*Pugin’s (A. Welby) Details of Ancient Timber 
Houses of the 15th and 16th Centuries ; Gothic 
Furniture in the Style of the 15th Century ; 
Designs for Gold and Silversmiths ; Designs for 
Iron and Brass Work in the Style of the 15th 
and 16th Centuries. 

*Stubbs’ Directory for 1892; Manufacturers, Mer- 
chants, Shippers, and Professional, for Great 
Britain, Ireland, and the Continent. 

*Annals of Our Time, vol. 3, part 2, 1891, by H. 
H. Fyffe. 

Crawford’s (F. Marion) The Witch of Prague, 3 
vols. 

*Dume’s (Frank) The Draughts-Player’s Guide 
and Companion. 

Review of Reviews, vols. 1, 2, 3, 1890-91. 

Hawthorne’s (Nathaniel) Tanglewood Tales. 

Brock’s (Mrs. Carey) Charity Helstone. 

— Chrildren at Home 

Home Memories. 

The Rectory and The Manor. 
Working and Waiting. 
Almost Persuaded. 

— Clear Shining after Rain. 

Gissing’s (Algernon) A Moorland Idyll, 3 vols. 

Wetherell’s (Miss) Wych Hazel. 
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Wetherell’s (Miss) The House in Town. *Anderson’s (J. Corbet) Antiquities of Croydon 
— The Gold of Chickaree. Church. 
Lewes’ (George Henry) The Physiology of Common | Swiss Pictures drawn with Pen and Pencil. 

Life, 2 vols. * Art Journal, 1891. 
Tucker’s (Charlotte M., A.L.0.H.) The Lost Jewel. | *Magazine of Art, 1891. 
—— Hebrew Heroes. Whymper’s (Edward) Travels amongst the Great 
Giberne’s (Agnes) The Adopted Daughter. Andes of the Equator. 
Lamb’s (Charles) Complete works in prose and | *Dictionary of National Biography, vol. 30. 

verse ; edited by R. H. Shepherd. Tennyson’s (Alfred, Lord) The Foresters, Robin 
Lowth’s (George T.) The Wanderer in Western Hood, and Maid Marian. 

France. Freeman’s (HK. A) The History of Sicily, vol. 3. 


Wilson’s (Rev. T. P.) True to his Colours. 


Books presented :— 
* Postlethwayt’s (Malachy) Universal Dictionary of | Moltke’s (Field Marshal) Letters from Russia, 
Trade and Commerce, 2 vols., presented by Mr. presented by Mr. E. Ransom. 
G. Hurst. Penn (William) Memoirs of the public and private 
life of, presented by Mr. E. Ransom. 


Che Gerund WSrinder’s Lament. 


(A Doxerut Dirry or THE Distant Past.) 


NEVER no grist comes into my mill, 
Never no coin drops into my till, 
And my wife has no flour, — 

And my daughter no dower, 

For poor I began, and poor I am still, 
Di,—do,—dum, 
Grinding the Gerund. 


Di, yes, die, I shall certainly die 
Of an early decline, it is obvious why, 
On the husk and the bran 
Let those live who can, 
For that cannot I, for that cannot I, 
Di,—do,—dum, 
Grinding the Gerund. 


Do, yes, do, it is constantly do, 
For I give, and I give (and I never say no,) 
Not meat from the bone, 
But blood from the stone, 
For poor I came here, and poor I must go, 
Di,—do,—dum, 
Grinding the Gerund. 


Dum, yes, dumb, how I wish I were dumb! 
But that cannot be till the end shall have come, 
For the voice that you hear 
Is the creak of my gear, 
And the plunge of my wheel, and the whirr of my drum, 
Di,—do,—dum, 
Grinding the Gerund. 
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Mypera-Olass Astronomy. 


Ba Pros. Gwyn Hierr, EF: R.A.S: 


CHAPTER I. 


SNE who had dipped more or less deeply into the popular astronomical works which 
i) are included in the scientific division of the Library, and whose interest had, 
jae moreover, been further excited by attending the ‘“‘ University Extension”’ course, 
querulously remarked to the writer the other day,— “Tt is all very well to attend lectures 
and to read these books, but without a big telescope and a well- equipped observatory one can- 
not now-a-days follow up the most elementary branch of the subject.’”’ This is so prevalent a 
notion and withal so erroneous as regards more than one of the many ramifications of 
observational astronomy, that it may be worth while to attempt to dispel it in Our 
Columns by drawing attention to the fact that it is well within the power of anyone 
gifted with ordinary “intelligence and normal eyesight, who cares enough about the matter 
to provide himself, or herself, with a good- sized opera-glass and a star atlas, to do good 
original work with these aids alone. Those would-be observers, ‘but for the night air,’ 
may be reminded that the “‘ watchers of the skies” appear as a rule to suffer less from 
colds than the generality of mortals, and are phenomenally long-lived,—a circumstance 
which is not to be so easily explained away by the “ survival of the fittest” hypothesis, as 
ight be supposed. 

But one can imagine some despondent, but otherwise willing individual, exclaiming, 
—‘The starry sky to me is merely a dark canopy studded with innumerable points of 
light of different degrees of brilliancy. I scarcely know where to look for any particular 
star or constellation. The Pole star, for example, is to me a mere figure of speech,— 
‘Black Pomp,’ in Lowell’s humorous verse, was not more easily open to deception than I 
am on this subject, and my ignorance as to the position of the equator, and the ecliptic 
may be regarded as sublime.” Courage, good friend! the knowledge you desire, if you 
really are in earnest in seeking for it, may easily be attained with the assistance of almost 
any of the books relating to sidereal astronomy on our shelves. Devote a short time on a 
few cloudless nights to watching “‘ the stately march of the constellations.”” With the aid 
of the maps you will be able to identify some of the brightest stars visible, and after a 
little trouble and perseverance you will discover the less brilliant Pole star (here, in 
Bedford, some 52 degrees above the northern horizon) which marks, very nearly, the 
direction of that imaginary axis round which the visible universe revolves. When you 
have once learned to recognise a few of these fiducial points of light and noted their 
configurations and alignments, you will soon become sufficiently familiar with the face of 
the sky and the names of the principal asterisms for the purpose of following out the 
branches of research about to be indicated. One is tempted to ask in connection with this 
subject,—Why has “ the use of the globes,’ which a century ago formed so important 
an item in the curriculum of establishments founded on the irreproachable model of 
Miss Pinkerton’s Academy at Chiswick Mall, dropped out of the programme of schools for 
young ladies, along with ‘“ the undeviating use of the back-board,” ‘‘ the acquirement of a 
dignified deportment and carriage’’ and other subjects which vexed the souls of our great- 
grandmothers in their youth? There was good old Ferguson, too, at that remote epoch, 
with his “ easy introduction to Astronomy for young gentlemen and ladies” in the form of 
dialogues, maintained by superlatively-intelligent ‘‘ Neanders”’ and equally phenomenal 
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‘“‘ Kudosias,’—a book which, as it passed through several editions in a few years, must 
have been widely read and appreciated by the young of both sexes. 

To return, however,— assuming that some acquaintance with the principal 
constellations and the most brilliant gems which distinguish them has been acquired, 
how may the possessor of the opera glass best proceed in a preliminary optical survey 
of the starry sphere? The first essay will, of course, be mainly tentative. The 
untutored eye requires some training, and, humble as it is, the instrument demands 
some little skill, in holding and adjusting before it will yield its best results. Let 
a clear moonless night be chosen for the scrutiny of some of those glorious aggregations 
of stars, termed ‘clusters,’ many of which, though barely visible to the naked eye, are 
transformed in the binocular into objects of wondrous beauty. Among the best 
known and most conspicuous are the Pleiades which, on autumn evenings, 


—rising through the mellow shade, 
Glitter like a swarm of fire-flies tangled in a silver braid, 


A simile as true to nature as it is beautiful. If the group is well above the mists of the 
horizon, nine or ten stars can sometimes be made out by an abnormally keen eye, 
though very, few people can see more than six. A good opera-glass, if the sky be free 
from haze, reveals ninety or more, interspersed among the brighter stars. Some fifty 
years ago, Madler, the famous astronomer of Dorpat, announced the very speculative 
hypothesis of a central sun, about which he supposed the universe revolved, and 
came to the conclusion that Alcyone, the principal star of the Pleiades, occupied 
this position. This sublime idea, however, was at no time strongly supported, 
and is now generally abandoned. The double cluster in the Sword-hand of Perseus, 
in the midst of the Galaxy, or Milky-way, a constellation which may be well 
observed during the dark nights of autumn, is one of the most gorgeous asterisms, 
and being situated in a field surpassingly rich in stars, is a beautiful opera-glass 
object. The Presepe, or “ Beehive ” cluster, in Cancer, is another group on 
which the instrument may be brought to bear. Then there is the great Nebula in 
Andromeda, the naked eye appearance of which has been likened to a candle 
shining through a horn lantern,—an apt comparison, as will be noted. Here the 
observer is only able to make out a few, if any, distinct stars, and will recall 
the Laureate’s 
Regions of lucid matter taking forms, 
Brushes of fire, hazy gleams. 

When a few nights have been devoted to the examination of these and other objects, 
to which a good star atlas will be a sufficient guide, the observer will probably have 
arrived at a settled determination as to whether he will make further use or not 
of his portable observatory. Mere star gazing with no more definite aim than curiosity, 
like every kind of desultory scientific work, soon becomes wearisome. We will assume, 
however, that his enthusiasm is aroused, and that the initiatory survey of a few 
celestial wonders makes him impatient to follow up some branch of sidereal astronomy 
in other than a merely dilettante way. 

The number of stars visible to the naked eye in the whole celestial sphere has been 
estimated to be about 6000. An opera-glass with an object-glass of 14 inches aperture 
reveals at least 100,000, and this is only a small fraction of the number which may be 
recorded under the best conditions with the help of a telescope of what would now 
be regarded as of moderate size. Many star catalogues have been prepared which 
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give the positions of the brighter members of this mighty host with more or less 
exactness. Perhaps the most remarkable is the Durchmusterung of Argelander, which 
includes over 300,000 stars in the northern hemisphere. Up to a comparatively recent 
period, all the fixed stars, with a very few exceptions, were regarded as invariable in 
brightness, and there can be no doubt that, so far as a vast majority of them is 
concerned, this is the case. But scarcely a year passes without additions being made 
to the catalogue of variable stars, and there are good grounds for the belief that as 
observers increase and closer attention is paid to the subject the number will be still 
further augmented. In this department of Observational Astronomy, the opera-glass 
and lunette have done, and continue to do, good service, owing to their portability, 
the wide field of view they display, and to the ease with which they can be used 
in situations where a larger instrument would be out of the question. Hence anyone, 
who, having entered on the brief apprenticeship to Urania just described, still retains 
enough enthusiasm to wish to discover some of the secrets she reveals to her 
votaries, cannot do better than follow up the subject of variable stars, and add his 
name to the lengthening roll of amateur observers who are devoting themselves to 
this fascinating branch of research in all quarters of the world. 


Variable stars are divided into distinct classes, which may be thus distinguished—. 
(1st) Stars which for a shorter or longer period remain faint objects, and then suddenly 
increase in magnitude for a time, attain a maximum, and as rapidly revert to their 
first condition. This they do periodically,—the period varying in length from six 
months to two years. (2nd) Variables which exhibit two or more maxima and 
minima during the period of change. (8rd) Stars which for a time appear to be 
of constant brightness, but suddenly (often in the course of a few hours) become 
apparently obscured for a brief period and then as suddenly regain their former 
magnitude. Besides these types, there are well marked instances of steady continuous 
change, which has probably been going on for ages; of sudden changes, apparently 
governed by no known law; and lastly, of those more or less startling phenomena, of 
which we had an example in the constellation Auriga so recently as last January,— 
Temporary Stars. It may be noted, by the way, for the encouragement of opera-glass 
observers, that this ‘Nova’ in Auriga was discovered at Edinburgh by an amateur, 
Mr. Anderson, with a small pocket telescope, and that another, U. Orionis, of an 
equally remarkable type, was detected by Mr. Gore with a binocular in December, 
1885. Nor must it be forgotten, as showing what may be accomplished with very 
humble optical assistance, that many of the minor planets between Mars and 
Jupiter were discovered by M. Goldschmidt, using a lorgnette, from the balcony of his 
house in the Faubourg St. Germain. : 

(To be continued.) 


Notuine gives the Book Committee greater official pleasure than the sight of a long 
list of volumes suggested by members of the Library in the Proposal Book or Cards. 
But why is it that, when the standing orders have not been complied with, and the 
Committee have often regretfully added the note “no price! ’’—why is it that the 
proposer fails, as a rule, to take any further interest in the matter? Do our members, 
many of whom must be well-read political economists, affect to consider that ‘no 
price’? is to be taken to mean “no value?’’ The proper course would be to suggest 
the book again with the information supplied. 
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Archaeological and Iatural History Section. 


November, was repeated on February 25, with even more marked success than 

before. The programme was substantially the same, but the number of 
microscopes and objects exhibited was larger. The assistance given by lady exhibitors, 
and the number of pupils from the High School, Mrs. Carroll’s, and other Schools, who 
responded to the invitation to be present, were pleasant features in connection with the 
Soirée. Thanks are due to the following, who kindly lent instruments and specimens :— 
Dr. Adams, Mr. Bristow, Mr. Colvile-Brown, Dr. R. H. Coombs, Mr. Crick, Mr. Davis, 
Mr. T. Gwyn Elger, Mr. Fuller, Dr. Goldsmith, Mr. Hamson, Dr. Phillips, Mr. J. B. 
Taylor, Miss Ransom, and Miss Roberts. 


3) eo experiment of holding an exhibition of Microscopic objects, tried last 


Motes on the Bedfordshire flora. 


ma T1E number of species of wild flowering plants recorded by different observers in 
the County of Bedford is upwards of 750, and there are also thirteen ferns and 
a3 four equisetums. Dividing the county into two divisions—one consisting of the 
clay area and the other of chalk and greensand—we find that nearly 550 of these plants 
are common to both divisions, and a hundred or more are peculiar to each of the two 
divisions. It may be not without interest to know that no less than 33 species belong 
to the buttercup family, 30 to the Cruciferee, 41 to the Leguminifere, 32 to the Rosacez, 
71 to the Composite, 32 to the Scrophulariacee, and 30 to the Labiate. The county is 
favoured by no less than 72 grasses and 384 sedges, together with 16 members of that 
curious tribe, the orchids, which exhibit all that exquisite organization and adaptation to 
life functions that have excited so much attention in the scientific world. There are at 
least four insectivorous plants—the common Teazle, the Sundew (Drosera rotundifolia), 
the Butter-wort (Pinguicula), and the Bladder-wort (Utricularia vesiculosa). A station 
for the latter has been established within the last few years by Mr. Davis, the Librarian, 
who also continues to find in the Ouse the rare Nitella mucronata (the only station in 
the country) discovered by his son in company with Mr. J. Saunders, cf Luton. Few 
notable records of phanerogams have been made of late years, but the writer has been 
shown Dipsacus pilosus in King’s Wood and Saponaria officinalis (Soapwort) from 
Millbrook, by Mr. Ferraby, late of Ampthill. Mr. Arthur Ransom has also found the 
adder’s tongue (Ophioglossum vulgatum) growing in abundance within a short distance of 
Bedford. The late Mr. McLaren, of Cardington, probably contributed more to our 
knowledge of the local phanerogamic flora than any other botanist since the time of 
Dr. Abbott. Mr. McLaren was a most accurate and indefatigable observer, and he was 
always delighted to impart to others from his large fund of information. Mr. J. Saunders 
and Dr. Adams have done good work among the mosses, the former having also well 
investigated the charas. 

In the summer of 1885 I first gave my attention to the Fungi of the county. While 
searching for flowering plants and mosses my curiosity had often been stimulated by 
those curious and weird members of the “ Vegetebalia,’”’ but attempts to decipher 
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the species were unsuccessful until I sought the kind aid of Mr. Worthington G. 
Smith, of Dunstable, and Mr. W. B. Grove, of Birmingham, both high authorities 
on Mycology. In 1886 I read a paper to the Beds. Natural History Society, recording 
63 species which had been determined in that first season of search. Two or three 
years later J read a lengthier paper on the Fungi generally, when the records had 
exceeded a hundred. It should be explained that attention was given solely to those 
species which are large enough to be handled and determined by the naked eye; and, 
with the exception of a dozen or so, the species belong to the group known as the 
Hymenomycetes, which include the mushrooms and those commonly called ‘ toad- 
stools.” Of course, if such microscopic sorts as the smut, bunt, and innumerable 
moulds were included, the list would soon run into thousands, for there is scarcely 
a herb, shrub, or tree, that has not its fungoid parasite. In the first year of the 
century, Dr. Abbot—who must have been a remarkably painstaking botanist — 
published his flora Bedfordiensis, in which there are no less than 381 species 
of Fungi recorded for the county, including the microscopic kinds. Unfortunately 
his work was of very little assistance to a modern investigator, as the names he 
used had become obsolete, and their modern synonyms could only be ascertained by 
reference to old and rare works. Mr. W. B. Grove kindly undertook the task of 
unravelling their latter-day equivalents, and in the course of a year, during which 
Mr. Grove made sundry journeys to London for the purpose of consulting some of 
the aforesaid rare works, the revision was completed, and the document is in 
the archives of the Natural History Section of the Library. Dr. Abbot recorded 
about 150 Fungi of the same classes as those to which [I began to give attention in 
1885, besides some 40 doubtful ones, or a total of about 190. My present record 
stands at 244 well established species, and there are many others which, owing to 
their fleeting and changeable characters we were only able to decipher imperfectly. 
Of Abbot’s 190 species 104 have been confirmed within the last seven years, leaving 
140 fresh records. In each succeeding season the same happy hunting grounds have 
been gone over, mostly at Ampthill, Sandy, Kempston, Sharnbrook, Southill, Flitwick, 
Clapham, and the vicinity of Bedford, confirming the old finds over and over again, 
and adding a few new ones yearly. Most of the latter, during the past two or three 
years, have been the discoveries of others, and my thanks are due to Mr. Ferraby, 
lately the schoolmaster at Ampthill, and his son; to Mr. I. M. Langley, M.A., Mr. 
A. KE. Hawkins, B.Sc., and Mr. A. W. Allen, B.A., for their kindness in sending me 
specimens, and for their courage in imperilling their lives and health by testing the 
edible qualities of some by cooking and eating them. Among the new records of 
last year by Mr. E. M. Langley were Agaricus nebularis, Klvensis, infundibuliformis, 
sylvaticus, cerrusatus, and Paaxillus giganteus, of which three are undoubtedly 
edible, but I find Mr. Langley has tested seven or eight species, including 
Ag. rachodes, which was found by Mr. Alex. Allen, at Doctor’s Corner. The 
first specimen I saw of this sort came from Belfast, but I had found at Ampthill, and 
eaten, its sister, dg. procerus; others have done the same, and all agree that it has the 
finest flavour of anything in the mushroom line. Last season fungus-eating became the 
fashion on a small scale, the one mostly chosen being the blue-leg, which is common, 
grows to a large size, and has long been held in high repute for its ketchup-making 
properties. Coprinus comatus and the champignon are becoming more popular, as they 
have been introduced to the notice of several working-men, who frequently indulge in 
the luxury. The beef-steak, which grows on oak trees, is one of the choicest of fungoid 
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delicacies, and 1: cannot be mistaken for anything else—a remark that applies to the large ~ 
puff-ball, which, when it cuts white throughout, is one of the safest, most nutritious, and 
most agreeable esculents in the whole family, and it is all the more valuable because one 
of a good size will furnish a meal for a small family. The English truffle (equally good 
with those imported) is found at Ampthill, Silsoe, and probably elsewhere in the county. 
According to Delisle Hay, no less than 81 out of the 244 Bedfordshire species are good 
to eat, anc only 17 are distinctly poisonous, the remainder being doubtful. I confess that 
all the king’s money would not tempt me to eat some of those which are classed by 
Delisle Hay among the edible sorts, but we may safely say that 25 per cent. of the 
known Bedfordshire species are good, wholesome articles of diet—if only you can make 
sure you have got them, and in most cases it needs all the skill of an expert to determine 
that fact. For that, and other reasons, I am not sanguine that Fungi will ever become 
a popular article of food. 


Of the few poisonous sorts the worst is dg. phalloides, a large and handsome greenish- 
yellow species, which is not unfrequent in and near copses. Ag. muscarius comes near 
it, and is found in fir-woods. It is of the most beautiful crimson and vermilion hues, 
with cream-coloured prismatic studs on the cap, of the purest white underneath, and 
perfectly graceful in its outlines from bulb to cap. Ag. fascicularis is only too common. 
It grows in dense tufts on stumps, and is tawny, passing into shades of sulphur at the 
top, and greenish beneath. A glutinous verdegris-coloured specimen is often found and 
has a bad reputation, but no one would care to eat such a repulsive object—a remark that 
might apply to the carrion-like Phallus impudicus, were it not that people have been 
foolish enough to try the experiment, with disastrous result. The tawny-coloured species 
with milky sap, growing in fir woods, should be avoided, although two or three of them 
rank among the first favourites with confirmed fungus-eaters. 


J. HAMSON. 


Cdibere to go in the Holidays? 


rd QUESTION to which an answer may fairly be invited from many of our sub- 
G seribers. Our next number will be published at the end of June. About that 
4A time of year we begin to consult our Bradshaws and to pore over the Library 
Baedekers ; we unfold the maps, cruise round all the coasts of Great Britain and France, 
poke about in all manner of out- of- the-way ‘“‘ resorts”? at home and abroad, calculate 
railway tickets ‘‘ for a party of ten,” write innumerable letters to unconscionable lodging- 
house keepers, and generally wind up with a hopeless ‘ Well, my dear, I really don’t know 
what to say. Everywhere, so far as I can see, it is awfully expensive to get there, certain 
to be uncomfortable when we are there, and bound to end in our rushing off home again 
before the holidays are half over.” Now cannot we do something to help each other in 
this particular? If those who know from experience of nice and cheap tours, nice and 
cheap places, nice and cheap and clean lodgings, would send us brief notes, to the point, 
of such possibilities, would recommend a comfortable farmhouse for a family, or point out 
how to get a pleasant and inexpensive mountaineering expedition, yachting cruise, or 
fishing excursion, to those who have fewer encumbrances, the Editors would be only too 
pleased to make room for such desirable information. 
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Suggestions and Enquiries. 


Mr. Epwin Ransom thus continues :— 

4. A precious bit of local history is the Fyshe Palmer book, full of local election 
addresses and squibs, deposited last year at the Library with the offer, not yet accepted, of 
many more racy posters of the kind—voices of old Bedford. Cannot efforts be made in 
other quarters to enrich this collection ? 

5. Not without opposition was the old portfolio of prints of local celebrities turned to 
account, the cream of the lot being transferred to the blank walls of the popular news 
room. There, and in our great lumber room vestibule, is space for many more of these 
gems, which can be obtained from the same portfolio, also, I believe, from three or four 
descendants of the celebrities in question, as well as by exchanges for our numerous 
duplicates and by purchase from shops of dealers. Each of these duplicates would have 
to be priced first. 

6. When will an organised attempt be made to obtain the publications, both past 
and current, of provincial archeological societies and field clubs? We have shelves 
loaded with former issues of Bedfordshire literature of that character waiting to be 
utilised for barter, while for current publications of some such Societies Our Columns 
is itself not too modest to offer in exchange for, e.g., the interesting little quarterly 
journal of the Hitchin Natural History Society, a body with which the new Committee 
of our Council would find it advantageous to keep in touch. 

7. What more honorable and ornamental for the walls of the Library than a pair, 
ancient and modern, of Palestine maps, coloured, the three-eighths ordnance survey, 
measuring five feet by three feet, and costing on rollers 12s. each? 

8. For the present I will stop with this query. How long before the Council 
think subscribers are entitled to the Library as much as to the News Room? In other 
words why should not the whole suite of rooms be open from 9 a.m. to 1U p.m. (N.B.— 
Not a minute longer). There is no need to extend the hours for borrowing books, but the 
mere return could be made at any time. This change need not entail more attendants, 
though if the business still increases a second lad would not be expensive. 


Tur New Cartatocur.—At last we are able to announce the publication of this long- 
expected hand-book to the contents of the Library, in the shape of a thick, well 
printed, octavo volume of 344 pages. The valuable collection of books acquired by the 
recent amalgamation with the Beds. Archeological Society, accounts, of course, for only 
a small number of the additional 118 pages by which the bulk of this volume exceeds 
that of its predecessor, published twelve years ago,—for there has been a steady and 
continuous monthly addition to the contents of the shelves during the whole of this 
period, representing many thousand volumes in all departments of literature, to say 
nothing of periodicals, pamphlets, and such small fry. The Catalogue is prefaced by a 
history of the various Institutions which are now happily united under one government 
in the Bedford Rooms,—their origin, progress, and subsequent absorption being illustrated 
by a diagram, which forms a very appropriate frontispiece. An excellent classified 
index, arranged under authors’ names, is added to the end of the Catalogue. The work 
reflects great credit on the diligence and care of Mr. Davis (the Librarian), who compiled 
and arranged it, ana on the printers, Messrs. Hill & Co., who have turned it out in so 
presentable a form. 
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gPemoranda. 


SHE: Well, my dear, what have you been doing while I have been away ? 

He: Reading Dante’s Inferno. 

Sue: And I suppose it is Purgatory now I have come back ? 

Her: On the contrary, I propose to skip that part, if you do not object to the third. 


THE cost of producing the new Catalogue has naturally been considerable, and it should 
be beene in mind by hesitating purchasers that, unless the greater part of the outlay can 
ke recovered by sales of the work, the power of the Committee to buy new books and 
other additions to the Library this year will be proportionately curtailed. 


CoMPLAINTS were recently made to the Committee about the ventilation of the News 
Room. So a carpenter was ordered to carry out a simple and effective method of 
introducing a supply of fresh air without causing a draught. The lower sash of a 
window was raised an inch or two upon a long slip of wood. But this little device 
was detected by an Anti-ventilationist and—frustrated. So the Committee must 
try again. 


Aw excellent suggestion, founded upon a very successful rule adopted in the Public 
Library at Leeds, is this:—When a member is anxious to obtain a given book at the 
Library and finds that it is out and the date of its return doubtful, let him leave a 
Post-card with the Librarian addressed to himself and containing on the inner side the 
words ‘ Tadpoles, or Tales out of my own head”’ (or whatever the name may be) “ came 
in to-day.” Then Mr. Davis would have the card posted to the member, who comes and 
gets his book and avoids endless disappointments, by this simple and polite method of 
‘‘ leaving his card.” 


“ RamBLES ABROAD” was the title of a Lime-Light Lecture given in the Modern 
School Hall, by arrangement with Dr. Poole, on January 27, that is during the last month 
of his presidency of this Institution. Mr. W. J. P. Benson was the lecturer, and he 
illustrated a most agreeable tour he had carried out through the Netherlands and the 
Ardennes. From Harwich, the imaginary journey was made to Antwerp, and thence by 
Malines, Brussels, Liege, Namur, Dinant into the Ardennes. This latter district is not 
so well known as it should be, and such a lecture as this is well calculated to incite the 
average traveller to pay it a visit. It has the three advantages of being easily reached, 
unhackneyed, and requiring only a moderate outlay. Several scenes illustrated the field 
and battle of Waterloo, and others the Moselle district, including Tréves and its Holy 
Coat, and a peep at the Rhine. As all members of the Library were admitted to the 
lecture, their thanks should be here recorded to Mr. Benson for his interesting lecture 
and admirable pictures. 


ANSWER to a correspondent: Yes, the most influential thing (lately) in the world has 
probably been the influenza. 


Communications for the Epirors (Mr. ExGrer and Mr. Dymock) may be addressed to 
the care of the Liprarian, Bedford Rooms. 
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FURNITURE, 
BEDSTEADS AND BEDDING, 
CARPETS, 

LINOLEUM AND FLOOR CLOTHS, 
BLINDS, 
CURTAINS AND CURTAIN MATERIAL, 
CHINA, 
GLASS AND EARTHENWARE, 
IRONMONGERY, 


BRUSHES AND ALL KITCHEN UTENSILS, 


PERAMBULATORS, : 
TRUNKS AND LADIES’ DRESS BASKETS, &c. 


LARGE - SHOW Rt ROOMS. 


IMMENSE STOCK... LOWEST PRICES. 
Inspection respectfully invited. 


PUBNITURE BEMOYED 


a (al) 
IN PANTECHNICON VANS, BY ROAD OR RAIL. 


FURNITURE REPAIRED, RE-UPHOLSTERED AND POLISHED - 


MATTRESSES AND BEDDING RE- MADE EQUAL TO NEW, 


F. GAMMAN, 85, HIGH STREET. 
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